
Iu the French press there îs some criticism of the
appointment of Mr. George B. Ford, of New York,
to re-plan the devastated city of Rheimns, first be-
cause lie is a foreigner and second because the ln-
troduetion of American nuethods into the city "'i
which the kings of'France were erowined" was dese-
cration, and no doubt the criticism will meet with
the sympathy of many Canadians who froin close
.war associations have corne to, love this thirteenth
century shrine of Old France. But it should be
stated that the city authorities of Rheims did not
call upon Mr. Ford to, subinit a plan. until the
Frenech arc.hitects liad'had an opportunity to show,
what they could do under the new town-planning
law that had recently been passed. The fact is,
town-planning bas ne"ver been studied lu France to
anything like tite extent that one would expect lu
a nation of artistsansd engineers, whereas in the
United States town-planning lias become a science,
giving full empl-oyment to hundreds of experts,
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sucli as Mr. Ford, thongli we do think that the
Rheims authorities would have been well advised.
lu associating with the New York expert at least
one of the great architeets of France, for no mat-
ter how eminent a man may be in town-planning in
the UJnited States, hoe is not always a success out-
side that country. We hiave found this out in Can-
ada, 'where conditions are soxnewhat similar, but
where the climate demands certain types of archi-
tecture and engineering unknoýwnto our neiglibours.
The town-planner used to the building of new cities
does not, and caupot be expected to, understand the
traditions of older communitîes, consequently hL>
has a tendency to tear down everything that would
inter? ere witl i s set plan. Fortunately lu Mr.
Ford, wliose articles have appeared in the columns
of this Journal; the.city authorities of Rheims have
one of the most cultu-ýed of advisers--oue o:f the
very few who does not sacrifice tradition in' bis
plans. 1

The Housing Problem in Canada
One of the most significant resolutions passed at

the UC.M. Convention urged that interest on the
houslug loans be reduced one per cent by ecd of
the loanlug authorities. As the Dominion housiug
boan passes througli the hands of the Federal, Pro-
vincial and Municipal bodies, it ineans that the
country would sacrifice three per cent, aude the

4ý-rrhnrwr wûnldi gpt chpan rnonev. The idea

solved even in Ontario, so that there is much to be
said lu favour of the UT.C.M. resolution, lu spite of
its soxnewhat radical1 nature. The fact that a con-
vention of mnen representing the municipalities of
Canada seriously dlscussed the idea is certainly a
strong indication of the sentiment of the country,
and neither the Dominion nor Provincial authori-
tics can afford to ignore the question.

Que of the pertinent suggestions put to the U.
C. M. Convention was -that if the different goveru-
ments found that it paid to luvest millions on good
roada it was surely a good policy to invest lu hy-
geuic bousinu, for the workers, particularly wheun
the ýDresent shortaoee la become a meng.p. ta t.
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