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Civic Affairs in Manitoba
Il. E. MORTON.

Winnipeg's civie debt bas been reduced by no Iess than who was a consumer of gas, had gone to the corr-missioner,"
$4,782,845.73 since April 30, 1915. This wa-s the outatand- says Mr. Hunt in a communication to the board.' "I do not
ing feature of the annual report of the sinking fund trus- think the commissioner would. have saddled this consumer
tees presented to the City couneil recently. with the expense of ascertaining whether the application

The total monies available for investment during the of the company was true of faIse. However, it being the
year 1917, was $3,133,640.17, being made up of receipts for city who, by the way, is not a consumer of gas, he bas
the year and balance carried forward. The assets of the cast the burden on the City, to meet the conditions of the
trustees now amount to $8,142,694.33, an Increase for the company." The Increase asked for by the company has
year of $1,186,790.45. Excess ea-rnings for the year from had the effect locally of reviving the agitation for muni-
Investments amounted to $148,461.33, and this, added to cipal owned utiIities, the city's hydro-electrIc undertaking
the surplus existing at the commencement of the fiscal wbich supplies light at three cents a kilowatt and power
year--$46,352.74-made a total of $149,814-07. at haIf a cent, besides earning a surplus of approximately

In 1915 Winnipeg's city couneil decided that no capital $70,000 a year, being held up as an example.
expenditure should be Ineurred that could possibly be avoid- One of the city's new comfort stations Is now f1gurIng
ed, and this policy bas apparently been continued to date. In a claim for compensation. The question is: "Mas the
In sorne of the cities the policy bas been to issue deben- city the r1ght to erect overground stations on sidewalks
tures te cover expenditure, patriotic grants and other ex- without paying compensation to owners of adjacent prop-
penses, but ail these Winnipeg has paid out of general erty?" Although differences have arisen in Toronto as to
taxes. the city's powers In this direction, thls Is the first case

The surplus on Investments Is, according to the report of Its kind in Winnipeg, and Is considered In the I*ght of
of the trustees, growing rapidly, and while It is deemect a test case on the several recently erected.
advisable to take a reasonable amount from the yearly
profite and add te the investment reserve account, it Is con- Another matter of publie interest In-the effort which

sidered right and proper that the ratepayers Of to-day Is to be made by the city to obtain a complete census of ail

should beneflt to some extent In the excess earnings of the the feeble-minded children and feeble-minded ad'ults In

sinking fund. In this connection it bas been decided te Winn'peg, wfth a view to their Complete 'segregation. A

take out of this year's surplus $51,258 and place to the report of the Social Welfare Commission, a body rýcentIY

credit of one of the money biý-Iaws, thus savIng the tax- formed for the administration of ail City relief, stated that

payer a yearly contribution of about $25,000. its relief list Included many feeble mInded persons. These,

The general taxpayere durIng the coming year wili also several members Of the commission thought, shouId be

be relleve(T of an annual payment of $83,000 hitherto pald placed In institutions and taken ca-re of by the provýnc8-

into a sinking fund by the city at large but whIch, owing More especially, It was held should this apply to children

to the successful workings of the city water works, will who in-many ways. It was contended, were a menace tO

now be taken care of by that department, whieh for the other children and later on to the community,

fiscal year, 1916-17, showed a surplus of $93,000. At the same meetiner also. It was allege7d by Alderman
The groBs debt of the city at April 30 last, stood at Fowler, that the Winnipeg School Board ever since lis In-

$40,553,679.82. cept'on had neglected the very fundamentals of home teach-
Tex Mille Higher But Cali Lighter. Ing. Howard T. Falk, secretary of the commission, a mal'

Winnipeg's tax rate for the fiscal year 1917-1918, will be well known In social service work, claimed that many Of

seventeen mille. In other words, for every $1,000 assess- the desertions by husbands was due to young wives not

ment the levy will be seventeen dollars. The increase from being fitted for home dutles. Many of the girls In factoriel'

$16-70 mille, which. was laet year's tax, la accounted for by and workfng in other industries, salé! Mr. Falk, were Quite

the fact that since 1916 realty assessment bas been placed untrained In, and consequently unsuited for married lifO.

on a more equitable basis and reduced by ovier $25,000,000, Sorne of these frequently marrIed well, but their husbands

almost entirely on land. findIng the home neglected, often left them, with the rèsult

This ehowing has created an excellent Impression on that the famlly sooner or later became chargeable to the

ratepayers generally. who are aware that the city fathers City. lt was a matter, said Mr. Falk, that every City might

have had to provide in their new estImates for Increases take well to heart.

In civie salaries averagIng ten per cent. Lairger celle have
aise come In tram the municipal hospitals, strAet commis- Port.ége La Pra*rie,

sioner's department, fire service, water works, ând health Portage la LraIrle Is anxious to secure light and power
department. The provincial patrIotic levy over which the bY the extension of the Winnipeg transmission lines tc
City hm no control, hm aise been i thath prairie city. For severaI years the growth of Portage
while the publie schoal board eotimated expenditure, also la Prairie, as an Industrial centre, hm been sornewhat handf-
beyond the control of the City, shows an Increme of $121,- capped by the need of cheaper electr'cal power. and the
000 or from. $1,118,000 in 1916, te $1,289,000 fér 1917. city council recently delde(t to make every effort to secure,

in face of ail this, and no-hwithotanding that the mill a gener--ts suPply of that commodity. Severai aldermen
rate. le higher; a smaller cash call will, however, be made. of Portage recently visited Winnipeg and conferred wIth
this being rendered possible by the strict economy pTac- members of the board of control and officiais of the hYdro-
tlaed'during'the year 1916-1917. For thie period depart- 0lectric sYstem advancIng a proposai to extend the Wýn-
mente have, generally speaking, kept well wlthiri their nipeg lines te Portage, the local plant havIng been fOun6
estimates, wlth the result that balances in thla respect total unequal for the steadlIy-Increm'ng demands. At thla con'
approximately $180,000. In miscellaneous revenue aise the ference the Winnipeg Officiale considered that the prOJect
c" has been fortunate, thls amounting ta about $500,000. woùld be femible under normal conditions, but felt that
Credit on the bond conversion frorn London te New ork, owlng to the prevalling hlgh cost or matertalé It might et
aise had ito effect, with the result that taking things alto- be practical at the eresent time to make the f-fty-oix 01160
gethqr the increme In mille .10 only a matter of book- extension mked for. The matter was, however, been laid
keeping andthe =sequeiÈ demand on the taxpayer gener- over for further consideration,
any wfil be about thesame.

Gas Wllf Cost More. st, Boniface.

Âoeording te Theo. Hunt, K.C., City solicitor, Winnipeg Ail civic employees of the City of St. Boniface, the IrrOilcb

City, bas been pl"ed In an awkward, position as a result suburb of Winnipeg. will be granted a wage; Increme 01 ý1' '
of the attitude of Publie UtIlltiee Commigisloner Macdonald twenty per cent, This ý decision wmý recently arriveil ai

In connection with an applieMion made to that official by by the C'tY Couricil after a heated debate behind 1 01080à,

tbe Wlnnlpeg 1>ctrie Street P.Mlway te get the price in- doors, at which Alderman W. H. Leck sqggested that Ce,',

cremed from $1.50 par thousand chble te $1.80 per thousand. present was no time te Put an extra -burden on the ta%'
4ecording to letter to the board of control last week, payera and that the proper thing to do would be,,tô

the deetion of the commiomfoner tecently expregsed means the application. In place of this twenty per cent., MeIn-11,
that if ttte c1ty le tô contest the pmposed Incréme, It muet bers of the police and fir.e department have had reingtat

ýOth age experts te ascertain If the compartyle their former wage schedule, which providee for an InCr0a0,,ý-
weU feunded. This. Mr. Hunt, thinks places of five dollars everY six menthe unpi ýthe maximisin

th@ City th an itwkW"d poldtion. «2 a prIvate lu(Uvi(jugl, le rèaeh*d.,


