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TRADE FOR THE
FISCAL YEARIS
$2,124,057,238

Marked Decline in Exports
Expected as Manufacture
and Shipments of Muni-
tions ceased. Agricultural
Shipments Declined.

GENERAL SUMMARY

The Canadian trade figures just
issued for the fiscal year ending
March 31, 1919, are of special value,
for, including as they do the returns
for four and a half months follow-
ing the signing of the armistice, they
give some idea of the trend of trade
and of its probable volume in the
epoch upon which industry and com-
merce is now entering.

The total trade of Canada for the
fiscal year was $2,124,0567,238. This
is a decrease of $378,492,397 as com-
pared with 1917-18, the record year
in the annals of Canadian trade,
when the figures stood at $2,602,-
549.635. In 1916-17 the returns were
$1,906,706,671, Exports fell off to
the extent of $332,413,978, while im-
ports declined $46,078,415,

Because of the cessation of hostili-
ties a marked decline in exports was
to be expected, for thd country is no
longer sending overseas munitions,
which sometimes ran as high as
over $30,000,000 a month. For the
year the decline in exports of manu-
factures was represented by $87,318 -
348; for the month of March the de-
clinég being about $37,000,000, as
compared with the same month last
year. In cartridges alone the ex-
ports dropped from $351,343,000 in
1917-18 to $209,735,631.

It was, however, in exports of agri-
cultural products that the largest
decrease was experienced, they
being $297,893,751 less than for the
previous year, the falling off in
wheat alone being accountable for
$270,436,000 of this. In explanation
it may, however, be said that there
are in the elevators and storehouses
generally throughout Canada 42,000,
000 bushels of wheat awaiting ex-
port, failure of which to move out
before has resulted in a sharp de-
cline in the exports of this class for
the year.

Exports of animals’ produce in-
creased $25,062,387, the products of
the forest by $14,124,940, fisheries by
$4.5634,921, and the products of the
mine by $3,679,461.

The duty collected for the year
was $168,044,456, as compared with
$161,688,465 last year and $147,623-
230 in 1917-18. There was a decline
of approximately $16,000,000 in the
value of dutiable goods imported
and $40,254,000 in’ the value of free
goods.

During the year 56 per cent of the
total trade of Canada was done with
the United States, the figures being
$1,200,860,679, out of a total of $2,-
124,057,238. Twenty per cent of the
total trade, or $604,944,993, was with
the United Kingdom, and 34 per
cent, or $739,990,000, was with the
British Empire generally.
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Trade within the Empire fell off
to the extent of $297,000,000 during
the year, the figures being $719,990,-
227 and $1,016,821,857 for 1917-18. The
decline in imports was about $4,-
500,000, The exports declined from
$888 788 376 in 1918 to $596,329,789.
The exports to the United Kingdom
were $531,920,977, as against $845.-
480,069 for 1917-18. The imports
from the United Kingdom were $73,-
024,016, as compared with $81,302,-
403 for the previous year. Imports
from the United States decreased by
$45,000,000, while the exports to that
country increased by $37,000,000.

Of Canada’s exports, those within
the Empire were as follow: United
Kingdom, $531,920,977; Australia,
$14.019.629; Britich South Afriea,

$11,992209; British West Indies,
$10,199126; Newfoundland, $11,327.-
074; New Zealand, $6,.227,509; British
East Indies, $3.831,741; British
Guiana, $2,646,169.

Of the imports, those from other
parts of the Empire were: United
Kingdom, $73,024,016; British East
Indies, $15,223,434; British West
Indies, $8,437,825; New Zealand, $7.-
8565,436; British Guiana, $6,747,072;
Australia, $4.963,446; Newfoundland,
$3,008,834; Hong Kong, $2,121,909.
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Trade Mission’s Goal.

The net national debt is
$1,500,000,000 The Canadian Trade
Cormnlsslon seeks to awaken a realiz-

ation of this fact in every man and
woman in the Dominion.
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NO LICENSES NEEDED
FOR THESE GOODS NOW

Mr. G. T. Milne, British Trade Com-
missioner in Montreal, has received a
cable despatch from the British Depart-
ment of Overseas Trade, dated March 21,
embodying the following list of goods
for the export of which from the United
Kingdom a license is no longer neces-
sary i—

“Axles and tires, barrels and casks,
binder twine, boilers, cast-iron pipes,
cast-iron radiators, chestnut extract,

cork, chrome ore, fuel economizers for

boilers, goldbeaters' skin, gluestock, dry
white lead, hide clippings, iron or steel
wire, paraffin, pigskins, quebracho ex-

tract, railway sleepers, railway springs,
railway wheels, railway constructional
material, resins, lead-coated sheets, silk
solid glucose, spirits ex-
cept whisky, wax, wire rope, tamephuol :

manufactures,

and tinplates.”
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