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A Summary of the Address Given Before the Y.M.C.A. by Prof. Morison.

shall fot endeavor to take an imipartial view of the question but content

I myseif with stating the case as it presents itself to a British Liberal

whio holds to the Gladstoniafl tradition.

Lt is not easy to define in a sentence what constitutes a nation. It miay

be racial purity, or a continuonus habitation of one country and subjection to

the saine external influences, or hîistoric forces such as conquest, or the opera-

tion through centuries of the mile of a strong clynasty. Or again as natural

or physical forces create a national unit, literature and the influence of com-

iianiding,,, personalities or of great events, thenliselves the offspring of the

niovemient, becomie essential elemnents in the further (levelopmnent of nation-

ality. A nation is the most complex political and social nuit which yet re-

mnais~ psycliologicll a unit. Blut as Lord Acton hias pointed out in a

preg.nant essay, wlieii we turni to (onvernument as a factor iii nationality (liffi-

culties arise. On the one hand a truc nation is ol)viouisly always one that

lias achicved sone formi of governînient appropriate to itself ; on the other

hand it is possible that the instinctive, impulsive, natural elemlents of nation-

ality miay find themselves in opposition to sonie higher cousciouls elemnent of

national tunity, the state, whichi ])otCltially incltl(ls wvîthin it aIl that the

othier elemients stand( for, and, iii addition, "an auithority governing by laws,

imposing obligations and giving a moral sanction and character to the natural

relations of society."

For historical reasons Europeaiin overnents towards nationality have

exhibited features nmainly impulsive and natural. For dynasties. not peoples,

cCntrolle(l Europe before the Revoluition, and it wvas not until Napoleon,

last of the older despots, but also first of modemn political forces, struck

Europe like a whirlwind, and ruined the ancient (lynastic edifi ces, that nation-

alîsmn appeared. Thien, in spite of Aulstriani coniservatismn andi the union of des-

potic Europe, the forces of nationalismn becanie supremne; and Greece, Bel-

ginnii, Italy and Germiany, ernerged as nations. Nor bas the miovement yet

ceasedl. Lt operates still, but nlow in exccss, in Plan-Germanisml and Panl-

Slavismn; and the Armed Peace is, in a sense, the natuiral outcomie of nation-

ality reduced ad absurdumn.

But Britain, almnost the first of poxvers to reach the natural phase of

nationality, found herself pilshed on by circulnistances into higher realms of

nlationality. By reckless adventure, honest censcientious colorlization, and


