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IN bis interview with the Caniadiaii press representatives Mr. (,Jhamber-
lain sumînied tip tire prelitiiniary difficulties iii the way of Commercial
Union witlî admirable terseness. " First of ail, you îniust have your plant
and let other people know what it is; second, you mîust provo that a
niajority of the people of Canada want it, and thirdly, you must prove that
a majority of the United States want it." The order of the objections is
significant. No one can pretend that any clearly outlined plan for Coin-
mnercial Union has as yet been laid before the people of Canada. Not only
so, but the foremost advocates of -the misty scheme whîich is being aired
under tlîat naine, sem to be at the outset divided in opinion on a f unda-
miental question. The broad dispariby between moere commercial rociprocity
and Customns' Union is in itself almost sufficient to warrant refusaI on the
part of the cool-beaded to discusis the question, until they are in a position
to know what kind of project they are discussing, and whether it is really
revolutionary or not. And it is clearly premature to obaint and impossible
to prove that a majority of the people iii either Canada or the United
8tates want tire innovation, until they cati be told with soma approaclh to
definiteness what it is and what constâiutional changes it involves. 5fr.
Chamberlain's statement that ho had not " met one single Amierican iii tire
States who tlîought Commercial LJnîoin possible oxcept as a itep to annexa-
tien," is riot, perhaps, entitlfed( togetwih s evidence of Amnericani
feeling. As Britisht eiLvoy lus intercourse withi the Atiericani people is
n'ocessarily îuot only restricted within narrow limits, but sure ta lie guarded
iii character. Moreover, if INIr. Chamnberlain was correctly reported as
Naying that ho (lid niot seu the ('anadian newspapers, it is possible that lie
tilso fails ta reaçi thmo.e of thie tTie[State4, and thu4 deprives himiself of
one very important means of gauging ptiblic sentim ment. And this, it muust
be adinitted, is pre-eiîîeuitly a people',; question.

WB dIo not suppose that Mr. Chamberlain's comumission qualifies imi
ta speak with authority oni any and every question which a curious inter-
viewer îmay choose to put, or that hie himiself would wishi his views, sO
frankly expressed, to carry any weighit other thrait that whichi properly
belongs to the words of a prominient British statesinan. Iiere is, nover-
theless, littie roorn for doubt that he retlects pretty correctly the prevailing
sentiments of the political leaders with whom ho is closely associated.
WVhen ho says that the British people will neyer consent to tax their own
food for the benefit of their colonies, ho but echoes in another forai a
8tatemient (bat has been made with great emnplasis by snch representative
tuan as Lord Salisbury on the one hand and Johin Brighit on the other.
T'ho fact soeurs too clear to admit of modification or of doubt. It romains for
the advocates of I Imperial Federation " to suggest soma miode of attaining
the commercial unity ainied at withoiit surrender or modification of any
part of the British free trade system, or ta dismnissi the project as
iMfpracticable.____

TnEp London Adverti8er takes exception to the viow that the Liberal
Party modified its platform on the tariff question before the last election,
and says that a comparison of Mr. Blake's speech on that occasion with
bis address to the country in 1882 will show that the samne principle per-
feades oach. That is, to some extent at least, correct. Both of the
deliverances referred to are 8o far open to the samne criticism. But no one
Cani read the latter, which we had particularly in mmnd, without irîferring
that it was chiefly designed to reassure the manufacturers, and the protec-
tioflists generally. It is unnecessary to point ont that, for this reason,

* the speech was not that of a free-trader, for Mr. Blake lias, we believe,
Oalways consistently declared that free-trade is not and cannot be made a
question of practical politics in Canada. The gist of our criticisin is that
the speech is n9t aven that of a revenue-tjariff reformer. It foreshadows
Riraply a revenue-tariff structure built on a protectionist foundation, or, if
that is a contradiction in ideas, a revenue-tariff subordinated to protec.
tionist uses. No one will dlaimi that the present tariff is framned on strict
revenue-producing principles, i.e., with a view to raising the largest possible
l'evenue with the lowest possible rate of taxation. It will hardly ho
donied that a tariff constructed on that simple principle would differ very
rnaterially fromr the slightly modified National Policy which Mr. Blake
iuldicated as the extent of bis proposed reforra. If these points be admitted
8Ure ly it is just to say that Mr. Blake anid luis associates înoditied the
l rovetiueý-tariti plaiik of the aId Liber-al platforni in tire direction of protec-
tiOni. Ti'he modification failed, as nîight have been expected, the protoc.

~7 tiuiiists naturally onougli preferring to accept their speciflc at the hands
'~tîose who professed to have faith in it, rather titan of those who

I a~l' it reluctantiy, as a matter of necessity, or a choice of evils.

PRESIDENT CLEVELAND bas trus far every reason Lo be satisfied with the
result of luis bold experimtemît. His niow fanions address to Congress bas, as
was to be expected, cost litu a few of luis adhereiîts,'but it has undoubtedly
rallied ta bis standard a mucb larger and more influential corps of allies
from the opposite party. It lias placed before the country one great issue,
which is now being discussed in every newspaper and at every street
corner. Tire Message did not croate the issue. ht simply laid hold of the
existing, fact, ignored or fougbt shy of by timid and tiîne-serving politi-
cians, and f 'orced it to the front, where it belonged by virtue of its supreme
importance. The President's action bas proved tbat ho rightly read the
signs of the times. His Message announced to the tariff reformers that
bore at length was wbat tbey huad long wanted-a leader. As it waa
flashed over the Iength and breadtb of the Union it changed irresolution
to decision, timidity to conîfidence, and whîspered opinion to outspoken
resolve. h lias undoubtedly defined the issue and staked ont the battie-
grourid for the coming electoral campaigu, unless indeed it should happen,
as is possible, though scarcely probable, that the present Congress should
embody bis principle in legislation. Mr. Blaine's rejoinder and counter
proposal, emanating as they did froin bis ablest adversary, have but shîown
tire logical w7eakness of the opposition ta tariff reduci ion. The~ great
Republicant party, with its proud record of great reformns, is iot likely to
wax enthusiastic on a platform of clieap tohacco.

A SOMEWHAT romarkable featuro of the, political situation iii England
just now iii the apparent comphucency xvitli whicb both parties are watcbing
the progress and forecastinig the issue of the Iri4li struggle. The Gladston-
ites, qn their part, seeni to have accepted it as ant axioun that tinue is on tiri
side, and that sooner or later, but in any case before any other special.
legislation cati take place, 'I Reoine Bute " îuust win. [n their view every
public meeting suppressed, overy Il patriot " orator or journalist impri-
soned, every oviction accomplished, is but another nail for the coti of the
existing systeui, another stopping-stone by which Ireland is climbing pain.
fully towards the goal te which she aspires. Tire Conservatives and theUnion.
ists, an theo ther hand, seemt equally confident. They clainui thuat they are
making steady hoadway ; thuat order i4 being restored and the supremacy
of law re-established in Irelaud ; and that it is heing openly denionstrated
that, as the Spectator puts it, "l(lie niajority shall rul, wbetber the ruiner-
ity approve or not." Meanwbile the tinoe will soon bo drawing nigh when
tJue seat of conflict will ho transferred front Irish fields and courts and
prisons ta ir (hoors of the British Parliament. "l5Mr. Smiith," the Spec-
tator says, "lis bîuckling ta work again," and stands ready ta pledge bim.
self that "lthe interests of England and Scotland shail ho considered by the
House of Comnmons, notwithstanding that tlue will of tho minority stands
in tire way." We are assured that abstructian wili not be permitted, and
"lif mortal muan camu cure tho pest, it will ho Mr. Smnitb tramnping on with
bis Closure in his pocket, arguing as little as itiay ho, but sure of the
confidence of the country, and good-bumouredly shouldering opponents ont
of tlie way." ht is admitted that this Ilis nat the> ideal way of passing
either Bills or Resolutions, especially in the British Parliament," but,
argue those who urge heroic measures, "lthe Huse lias been so disorgan-
ized by the Parnellites and their allies, and necessary work is l0 coin-
pletoly arrested, that it is the only way."

THE Speciator stigmatizes with just severity M. Pasteur's proposal in
the Paris Temp8 ta cotnpete for the prize of X:9,OO0 offered by tlie Govern.
ment of New South Wales, for sarie mode of destroying the rabbits whicli
have becomo a pest in that colony, as an Ilalmost diabolic expedient." M.
Pasteur's proposal was to transport ta Ne w Sout(h Wales tlie microbe of
chicken cholera, and ta spread the disease among the rahbits by watering
their food with contaminated soup, in wbicb this microbe would ho con-
veyed ta them. This, the Spectator thinks, bears out the contention
always put forward in that journal Iltmat science is becoming more and
more unscrupulous in its manipulation of the mighty but only haîf-under-
stood agoncies which it bas itself discovered." The physiologists "I urn
vivisection into a scourge," and now prepar I "ta spread plague with tmuly
sublime rasliness amongst aur paoo follow crea tures, and this without any
possibility of knowing wliat this tremendous instrument mnay effoct." Leati
dangorous porbaps, since its effects are botter known, but scarcely lais
repulsive te the finor feelings of liumanity is tbe suggestion of a resident
of Winnipeg, ta sbip to the afflicted country soae Nortb-west rabbita
affected with a plague wbich is said ta appear periodically among the
rabbits there and carry them off in great~ auinhrs. We can scarcely
suppose that the sanitary science which is stniving so bard ta prevent the
spread of contagious diseases in mon and animaIs would look complacentîy
upon a celiberate attempt ta transport and propagatE beyond the seas aven
a rabbit-destroying and mumps-producing epidemic.


