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9Richard, richàard," site replied, as slie
rose and threiy ber armns about imn; "1wisre,
~yoit are is my count.ry, and the oniy borne 1
sk is in your hcart."

IlUgh 1" cried tise husband, and started
tbis foot as thougîs an addcr had stung

bima. His oye had glanced upon the %vin-
dow as a burnan faîce bad pressed against
ti!o glass; aîid they were fcatures indelibly
stamped upon his mcmnory. Qîsick as
t.houight lie put his wife from, him, 'and dssît-
cd sscross the rouai, flung open tihe case-
rnent and gazed out into the night. ButtUic
qjuiet stars looked clown upon hlmi; and as
Uic cool autumin air gentiy fisnned lus fore-
boend, tise strong elear mooiighit streamed
past him irîto tise chamber, and playcd upon
tise marbie maistelpic. le passed bis
Iîand across his brow as lie flutened tho svin-
dow and drew tise curtains more closcly te-
getiior.

IlWhat is tho mattor ?" askod bis ivifeý
anxiously.

WTh 1 tbougit-os, iiothiinga idie
fttncy-no more ;" and lio stood awhlsc ga-
zîîsg abstractedly Upon the lire: thon stop-
ping to tise door and ôpening it, lie cailed

A domnestic appcarod in answcr to the
summons.

"Are thse outer gates closed ?

"I secured tiîcm unyseif, sir, at ngtii.
"It is ivoll; sce that thse doors are barrod,

and-good night."
An hour eitspsed, and the servants biad

retired to rest ; Marie bail sought bier chissu-
ber-it was ivithin tisat where they bad
piayed at clsess-and Richard ivas alone.

Above the staircase on the second story
of thse house a powerful alasrm-bell iîad becîs
erectcd, and from. it diverged wires that
passed down tise ivalls, and were skilfuly
and secretly attaclied to tise principal cliai-
ber doors, leaving it in thse power of tise oc-
cupant of the roola to set or looso sst ivili tic
springs connected ivitis tise svire abovo tise
door; but should. thse door be actcidentiy
moved or an entry attempted by a strange
hsind, the entire machinery svas instantly sot
in motion, and the aiarmi efl'ectualiy spread.

Richard wvent to the door to sot thse sprisg;
but before doing so ho opened it, and iooked
for a moment Llîrougis tise stssircase witîdopv
at thse dark cathedral, wisose gigantie bîslk

-Iodccari ont gis the cold blue sky.

And tberc lie ieaned against the doorway,
aîîd mused tili the cold air rcîninded bim of
bed, and sighing, lie scarce imnow wby, he
8oftly eiosed the door, set firnily tihe spring
of the alarm-wire, and went toirds tIse
hearts.

It was no fancy of Ricbnrd's wben, an
heur beforc, lie liad sprung towards the win-
dow ; but wvhen lio looked forth lie saw no-
tinàg-for thse intruder had suddenly drop-
ped from thse wmndowy-siii amîong tIse shrub-
bery of theo gardont, and tie dark dmes badl
bicndcd with tise leaves, while the deepened
shade thînt litng around thse spot iîad aided
the deception. Non could Richard know,
as lie ,gazod afterwvardi througi tise staircase
ivindow, that tise saine hein- liad crcpt round
Lo that. side of tise boeuse, and ivas seeking
tise incans of clinsbing te that very wiudow
-that, iîsdeed, lie wvas acconiplishing lus ob-
ject as Richiard fusteued tise' door and sct
tise spi'ing.

Tise lamup upon the table %vas fa.intiy, glim-
moning, andi soarly oxtissot; the lire wsss iuv
in the grato, and wiiat rcissaiiscd was pow-
esioss aiffd dullild ; yet still tise master of tise
bsouse gazod upois tise cossi, for lus thouglits
ivere busy, and his mrnd. was fan away, ansd
lie sasv not tise dying larnp nier tue perislsing
tine, for in imagination lie steod again ia tise
streots of Pssris-Nwiien a liglit sharp crack
stanted him from luis reverie, arid lie listen-
cd: but tise only sound thât broke upon bis
car wvas tise groat cathedrsl bell, as it slowiy
gaive out its poaderous tone, and announie-
ed, by tise twelve beats of its mighty pulse,
tise hour of midniîlt ia London.

Hark! hie could flot be mistaklen !-thcro
was astealtiy footste n tise lnding i No:
agaiîs ai wvas stiil. But lus suspicions were
aronsed; lie thoîîgit of tise face at the Win-
dow, and lie shuddered. Hoe dreiv a poniard
from bis bncst-a weapon that isever left
lsim-and wvaited, and listenied, with lus
glance Iixed upon tise bandle of the door,-
aîîd, as lie looked, hoe distinctly saw it move.

IlWlso's tisene ?" ho deissanded, in a ioud
commandingr tone, and grasped the poisiard
firmiy.

The sound of bis3 voice ivas like a speli
upoîs the intrssder, wlso, fanding tise door
iockcd and resistiîsg lis hand, tlsrew bis
whole weiglît licavîly agaiifst it,* and 'burst
vioicîîtly into tise room. Tise «iarns2wire
was broken by tise shock, b'ut tise -bel .rung


