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of operating in advanced cases when the possibility of cradicating

the disease no longer exists. The advice of ilippocrates is stili

coun*d for advaneed cases, wbcn he says: "It is better not to apply

any treatment: for if treated the patients die quickly; but if not

treated they will hold ýont for a long time.'' Let me illustrate fly

point by eiting the case of a woman, St. 48, who dcveloped a tumor

in tbe brcast and was treated by Christian Scientists until the

tumnor 'assnmed large proportions. -When first secu by the writer

tbe entire breast was a bard cancerous mass, adherent to the chest

wall, aud about to ulcerate on the surface, several second-ary nodules

existed in the skin near by, axillary aud subelavicular glands were

enflarged and the wornan was markedly cachectie. I cousidered the

case inoperable and refused to interfere surgically. She, however,

was taken by ber friendis to consuit a promninent surgeon in the

United States, a man for wbom 1 bave the greatest respect for tbe

important contributions he bas made to surgery. To my surprise

be attempted a radical operation, but dcsisted aftcr resecting a

nib aud finding tbe pleura involvcd. The patient died a, few days

afterwards in the hospital. Now 1 believe snch operations do barm;

tbe case nndýoubtedly was absolutely inoperable. If there is the

least possible chance of bcneflting a. patient by operation nothiug

Sbonld dissuade ns from doing so, as our patient 's welfare is the

only desideratnm, but operation wbere no possibility of sucees

exists does barn inu two ways, first, tbc public, who are, unîuitiated.

in the clinical course of cancer, think that if surgery bias failed to

relieve in sncb a case it is therefore valuelcss in any case, early or

late; and ýagain it deprives one of the opportunity of tcacbiug tbe

laity tbat it is possible to ,seek surgical aid too late for radical

relief, and I believe mu<'h good will bc iccoinplislied if we refuse

to operate in liopeless cases, and if bx- tlhis nicans w'e tcach a lesson

whicbîaay ave te effet of saving other vietiius froa ucia a

fate. This pint ýwas eaîiphasizcd very stroflgly 1lY C. Il. Maljyo in

'is address as Chiairimian of the Stirgieail Section of the' incrican

MeiaIAssociation reeently.
Iu orduîr that a rmdical uo>raIiofl sliotuld be donc carlY, the

diagnosis iîîîist be 11a de ca ny. T ls 1) « y. no iiocals an easy motter

in the unjority of instaiiccs. I'ake for exampifle breasi tuilors in

Wbicb we suspect iiialiguiuwy(., vhy notin'g tlie ajge of the patient, the

conuctiou witli the skin, dliec onsistenfley of thie tunuo0r, thoecxistence

Of palpaoble axildiry gl etce., yet the Illost astiite diagnlostician

wil] fail at tillies tii tabj1)isj a i 'i igno.SiiS. Sure,,Y nnder

these cire ii iwstaniiees it is Iot falc1 reniove a, beuigul growth

wVlere the possibility or inaligiianey exists, rallier thon run the


