DOMINION MEDICAL MONTHLY 253

others. Fe was a very regular attendant at our meetings, and
his stalwart figure and cheery voice had become familiar to the
profession throughout Canada.  His business ability and his
knowledge of affairs made him invaluable in committees, and his
contributions to the scientific work of the Association were
marked by keen observation and practical common-sense. He
was my own dear friend, and I shall not trust myself to say more
of what his loss has been to us.

And so one by one, just as we learned to value them more,
our comrades fall, and what can we say but

Fare you well :
Hereafter, in a better world than this,
I shall desire more love and knowledge of you.”

. It is perhaps a weighty sense of the responsible position in
which you have placed me that gives to my thoughts to-day a
somewhat serious turn.

I look upon this great assembly, I think of the years of study,
the expensive education, the physical and intellectual toil, the
laborious days and anxious nights, and when I consider the re-
sults T am tempted to ask—what is the good of it all? We toil
to save, and how often it is that the valuable lives, the bread-
winners, the wise, the strong, the true, are taken, and we succeed
in saving the idle, the dissolute, the degenerate. There is only
a sense of futility, there is horror in the thought that our art may
in unworthy hands be degraded to be a servant of evil passions.

And have all these then—our brothers and our forebears—
died in vain? IHave their lives been wasted, and would it have
been better had they had no part in aught that’s done beneath
the circuit of the sun?

Perish such thought! These dark imaginings are nothing but
rank pessimism, and pessimism is fatal to us of all men. Of all
men the medical man must be an optimist. If our work is to
save and prolong life, we must believe that life is scmething
worth having and worth keeping, or we are not true to ourselves,
and are false to other men.

Now, what is the value of life ? Character. And what males
life worth having and worth keeping ?

The more we reflect upon human life in all its manifestations,
the more we do become convinced that its true criterion is char-
acter. To the unthinking it may seem that this subject is outside
our province, and that health and character are in different cate-
gories.y But we cannot dissociate the physical from the intellectual
and moral elements of our nature. As anatomists we may study



