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MONTREAL, FRIDAY,
THE WORLD OF SPIRITS. *of folly, of false devation and of malice, it was very

" (From the Metropolitan.) | easy to lose sight of the few cases, in which the

Ve have heard a great deal in Lhis country about . Churelr properly so called, or the worthiest of her |
spiritual rappings and manifestations, tables moving | prelates, lad acknowledged the true and rea] action
and disclosing the secrets of the unscen world, and it | of a spirit. Hence among those who prided them-
appears thiat the art by which (hese

R 30, 185

the dream of old grey-beards, or the imposture of ! through varions
cliaglatans, refurns to s from America as a new and ' in populons cities, and consequently amassed a cen-
forcign. manufacture, entirely fabricated to our exqui- , siderable fortune.  Ilowever as she was ot able to
site taste, to be hunted after with curious avidity as *do all the work alone, many were initiated for the

;1 thing of the very latest fashion. How could the  same duty, and first of all lier daughiters.  Other

extaordinary :selres in their knowledge, it passed for an undoubted | lie be more peremptorily given to the incredulvus ma- learned it of themselves: others again were led to it,
yesults are’ obtained, is now producing . quite a sensa- | conclusion, that the spirit we lave in our body was tevialism of the age, or 2 -more perfect trivmph (e

tion on the other side of the Atlantic. Whether, as lenough,_ wi}hput the ue_cessity of n}!miuh\g others
the distinguished Farnday bas said, the tabular move- ,\v:}ndermg in'the open air or squalling amidst hall-
ment is the effect of an involuntary museular power, iruined palaces or in dark caverns.
ot 25 others contend, of an elcetrical or wagnetic |
infinence, we shall not stop to discuss, especially as
weither of these hypotheses expluins the most mys-
. terious part of the operation, which.is the answering
of medinms 1o various quesiions propounded to theu.
Ieience has evidently failed so fur to account for

“This discovery whicl freed us from so many
terrars, was of course a new evidence supe
the many our age alrealdy possessed of ils Progress in
eivilization and freedom from prejudice. o faet,.
the age grew strangely proud and Yavehed heartily at
old men, who allowed themselves to be terrified by
these strange developments, and we inay therefore | invisible beings that existed nowliere out of their own
rensonably suppose them ta be produced, to a cevtain | fvightened Ginaginations. * In
extent, by pretermatural agents, and may he governed fthat related
in practice by this supposition, J}Illmugh the prin- 'to angels
ciples Taid down by the Cathiolic Clnvch for the
apidnee of her children under sach eirenmstances,
e plain, satisfactory, snd generally kuown, it may

‘memory of the heliel of those strong minds, who did
‘not think them wortliy of notice: and the new bio-
wnt perhaps be sninstinetive or uninieresting to the Egl:ﬂplmrs were obliged to be very eaulions, if they
yeaders of the Metropolitan, 1o peruse the following jwishied not o be branded with the writers of the
article translated from  the Ciedltd Cattolica, an | dark ages.  As to the rites of the Clurch regarding
Tpalian periodical which appears semi-monthly at (benedictions, scapulars, hioly water, exorcisims and
Rome, anil is cousidered the ablest jowrmal in Wurope, : the like, the age could not cancel them from the Ri-
"as a defender of Catholic truth against the infidelity 1 tual, much less abolisli one of the four minor orders;
of the present age.  “The articlé is deserving of at- but it avenged itsell by sneers, nmnbering these prac-
tention, not only for the hucid exposition of the prin- ! tices among the relics of superstitious times, of which
ciples by swhicl Catholics should be governed in | the world, as it grows more enlightened and polished,
reference to Uhe mysterions operations of spiritualism, ; will rid itself in one way oranother. Even preachers
hut alsn for the argument which is derived from the | were ohligcc‘l to pay tribute to the enlightenment of
rapping detusion, i vindication of the Church from | the age: _Ii they spok.e 1o 1!1? promiscuous crowd of
the aspersions of her enemics. ‘ the tempting and seducing devil, of the strengthening
“'That besides this world which we see and {eel, | and defénding angel, they dared not do so frequently
there is another, spivitual aod iavisible, which some- {to an instructed audience, if’ they would not run the
times enters into communication with this, is an |risk of seeing their hearers turn ap their nose in dis-
walispated opinion, as. ancient as time. . We can | drin, .. Scarcely _hml"lheologinﬁs the confige tospeak
surcely name a people of the past, whether barbar- { of them op-enly in the sehools 5 when they did speak
ous or civilized, amang whaow this idea did not sub- | on this subject, it was not so mur.jh to show in what
sist, more or jess dJistinet, but in sub<tance always the jnanaer spirits can have intercourse with men, which
sime.  In regenerating the world Christianity puri- | is certain and taught by St. Thomas in his Sum, as
fied this idea from adl the falsehood and wickedness | to demonstrate by Scripture and tradition, that there
which hmposture or malice lad added to it, and |are good and evil spivits that work either for good or
reduced it lo sowetling clear and precise by includ- | evil in men, according to their various conditions.—
ig in it many of his dogias. Tt defined whatsalutary [ Tn ﬁ.ne, some t_hough(, if_ they did nat say so, that the
hopes might or oughit {o be entertained fram the stor|e§ of d.e\'lls, obsessions, _zmd exorcisms s[;ou{d be |
wotection of the good angels, or what evils could or ;set aside with oll:er. old rubb1§h, as a remuant of the
should be feared from a inysterious commeree with | middle ages ; nor did they fail tosce in this a dege-
the bad 5 fartified the faithful against the influence of | nevacy of the Chr_lrc‘h, w).m, though she did not err
wvil spirits by prayers and esorcisms, or sacred and | in conremlm::\r against devils, when every one hg!ieved
sicramental objects; and acknowledged and pro- (!mt_lhey fexlsred_, does not show much wisdom in con-
fessed that privileged souls bad sometimes, though tlnumg.tlns hostility against them, when the learned
rarely, been favored with cowmunications frem the | and ealightened are ashamed to believe in them. Yet
aagels of lixht. This point therefore is so well notwithstanding this cllmnge of opinions the Qhurch
seliled among Catholics that there is nothing mys- | has not clm{nged a !llllt"S breath in her belief and
lerious, we may say, even in fhal world which practice, waiting until Prpv:den.ce would conquer the
i called the world of mysteries: but we mean | pride of some of her erring children.
smong simple Catholies who have not been in-| «Tt seems.to us that this time is now come. and
shueted i the Fanatical theories of modern pro- jwe will not let the opparlunity escape of making a
ey such as the devoul old woman, the pious { solemn reparation for 1he insults that have been hurled
clild, the sinple rustic. For these the cateehism, | against the Church of God. Lt it not be supposed
bly water, the blessing of the house, with the legends | that in doing this we shall turn the heads of any of
ol 8t. Anthony persecuted by the demons in his cave. | our readers, or distarb the placid dreamseven of the
orof bis namesake of Padua to whom the angel | most timid child. So far as it depends upon us, things
brought thie news of his father’s death, while he was | wiil remain Jjust as they are. From our throwing
Frenching, are a truetheology, for the belief of which | some Jight on the already known communications of
nothing else is required than the simplicily of fuith. | our world with the world of spirits, it cannot follow
“But the unhappy tendency of modern times to | that a ghost will come to-night to blow out the can-
ﬂh_lslerme ancient. traditions, wrought its effect npon | dle while you are reading, or shake off the counter-
this theory of the fnvisible world, whether of good or | pane while you are asleep. By no nieans; we are
of bad spirits, and thanks to the gross materialism of only discussing a speculalive teuth, which neither
e past century, it may be said that among the cul- {{akes from, nor adds to, what spirils can do or are
lirated and enlishtened classcs the work was complet- doing among us; but the discussion is of the ntmost
& with greater ease than had perlaps been expeeted. | importance, as well on account of the dangers which
lien men with wondrous audacity rejected the idea | would attend the rejeclion of the truth, as of the ne-
ol a spirit in (he body, whose immaterial acts neither | cessity of justly apprebending the belief of the Ca-

Lwi“ use no other word

i tions of the Church?

1quent, at least not rare 5 and the art of effecting it
for onesell and the profession of comnnicaling it to
}alhers, was called spéritualism.  But scarcely five
| years bad elapsed when this spiritnalism began ta
I spread and to assurie a systematic form 3 and now it

at can constitute

: who emme (o console and comfort them,]a religious community. . And the oceasion of this
iwas expunged, if not from books, at least {rom the |

great increase was altogether casual, without any ex-
pectation or thought from any one. In a villare of

|

¢+ New York, ealled Hydesville, there vesided in 1848,

a Methodist family of the name of Fox, composed of
father, mother, and two marriageable daughters, Tn
the house they occupied were frequently heard raps at
the door, on the wall, in the furniture, sometines also
a slight” clapping in the 2ir, One cvening as the
young women were about to.retire, cne of them by
| chance cracked her finger joints, and immediately 1he
same sound was heard at her side, without her knaw-
ing from whom or llow it came. They were not
{rightened, but they spoke out witli firmness: ¢ Who-
ever you are, strike while we count 1, 2, 3, 4, 5,....”
-No sooner snid than done. The mother, 1o malce
sure of the mystery, asked the age of her daughters,
and in two replies had as many raps as corresponded
with their respective ages. 'If they were of a cer-
tain age/ it [xgood ta think that the revelation took
place in. secret :"but we do not think that fadies would
like to see this sort of play becoming too commoen.
From this time the mother:and daugliters became me-
diums, the mame which is given in America to per-
sons who have thefzculty of commuanicating with the
spirits and placing others in communication with
them. Mprs. Fox and her daughters endeavored to

merce, and after a short time they were enabled to
obtain replies sufliciently full. The most frequent
operation is that of rapping or knocking, which is
heard on the furniture or walls, or in the air, and like
a_sound one might make by striking anything with
his knuckle. 1lence it was easy tomake conventional
sounds, and it was determined that three raps should
be affivimative; one, negative; two, expressive of
doubt. 1f a name, ora date, or any other species of
request, were (o be answered, which either could not
or at least not easily be answered by a dry aflirmative
or negative, it wasagreed {hat the interrogator should
pronounce or wrile a serics of names, dates or things
of the sune kind. YWien the true object is named
or written the rap is heard, which advises that it is
the true one. Anpplying this metliod to the alphabet,
words and entire plirases can be obtained.  ‘The in-
terrogator names, writes or marks it an alphabet al-
ready written, (De successive letters, A, B, C, D,
&e., and for every letter that must enter into the
words of the answers, is Leard the usnal rap, and
that is marked and so on one after annther, until we
have enfive words or phrases, Drs. Fox having pat
herself in communication with (le spirits, could fee!
the soul of a little pedler, who liad been assassinated
in his 31st year, by name Ciarles Ryan. 'Fhe me-
diums were soon made perfect and were able to write
with the hand guided by the spirit (writing mediuns)
and speak whilst the spirit moved the tongue (speak-
ing mediums) : things noways difierent from the py-
thons and pythonesses of the ancieats. Thus com-
menced in America what are called ¢ spiritual mani-
festations.

"lre could falsify nor conscionsness deny, how | tholic Church, and estimating the pride of our age
“ould they believein a wood angel that protects and | which boasts of being free from: prejudice becavse it
b lad one it tempis? Who saw him? 'Who{isianorant. Even the smoving tables are not alto-
berdkin? - Who touehed ham 7 ‘I'he most discreet gether foreign to our subject, and. mare closely per-
i sensible thonght that they were condescending haps Joes animal magnetism approach it in some of
sough if they only doubted on tlis point,casting the | its most astonishing applications. And why should
whole subject into that profound gulf of scepticism, | we not make our readers feel the force of some means
Mo which we drown all truths which either incom- { of being urdeceived, which Providence furnishes us

l[lllode us, or do not convince us by the evidence of | ag proper to these days ? o _
fr': & f or the hand: This infidelity or doubt arose | Do you know whence has been derived now-a-
W n} the Tewness of the cases, in which a preterna- | days Lhe certainty of this work of these spirits and
. iblervention of an.invisible being cowld be|their wysterious commerce with our world? Tt has
?I:}‘in.k?meq agaiust the cavils of a severe and 100 ) come from the most progressive, the most independent
m;: eda criticism.  The extragrdinary facts that | country in the world 5 a coustry that is the most en-
Whitpm d‘."e"’ frequently but the tiresome apings of | thusiastic on the subject of IellglOUS liberty—the
f 2 m l’_'““k‘ magic; at one time the h}’StE“U-ﬁ‘S_ " United States of: America, Yes—the m‘terr;ourse_of
e m'_m:gm'f\twe and nervous woman j at another | man with evil spirits, which las been adqntted by. the
o, 1] 3s of some cunning devatee: why not say | Christian world from the first ages; which has "been
I JJ,'in:f Secret apts of some charlatan or juggler, who! (lie abyect of so inuch provident caulitn, and we may
ﬁm_“sz’m the credulity of the simple made them see | say, of so much rigor on the part of tite Chureh ;—
s through a lantern?  Amidst this confusion | which atnodern philosophising age has ridicwled as

~

«These things having been trumpeted abroad, itis
easy toimagine how much the public curiosity was
excited j especially when we consider that among
non-Catholics the matter is more wonderful than
among us, who canuot sve in it anything else than
the work of the devil. Tf on one side we are sure
-of the facis, on the other we are strictly prohibited
{rom meddiing in such matters voluntanly, and are
provided with abundant means against suffering from
them involuntarily, " But non-Catholics, deprived of
both these advaniages, throw themselves blindly into
the operation, inasmuch as besides the stimulus of cn-
riosity and the expectation of some benefit, they fuel
their hearts impelled to it, since those spirits announce
themselves as the souls of the dead, and make it casy
for every one to converse or to think he converses
‘with the spirit of his mather, father, sister or friend.
Hence we eannot be surprised, that Mrs, Fox’s resi-
dence should have been crowded fike a market-house
‘from all quarters j-that she should have travelled

) to the litargy and preserip-

.as it were, by chance ; so that the mmnber of we-
Edmms is now heyond all calewtation.  We read tha
.in the city of Cincinnati alobe there are 800 3 in Nuw

“Tn that country whase civilization 15 not, like that ;' York,'],Ll-OO 5 and in the whole Union about 50,000.
of the old world, due exelisively to Christianity, in- | Even in the supposition that these numbers are sowne-
peradded fo | tercourse with spirits was for some years, if not fre- [ What exaggerated, though attested by credible wii-

- nesses, and that there are false medinms and inpos-
(fors, who cannot however be many, since it is s
‘easy to be a real one; there must be ia the Daited
| States more wizards and witehes thau the inquisitors
ifound in the whole world for two centuries. Nor

sacred biography all | counts its followers by myriads ; it has its own jour- |should this application of the terms wizards and
I to devils that maltreated the saints, or | nals and associations ; in fine, all ths

witches seem rude or insulting when applicd 1o the
{ American mediums, though for the most part they
are acknowledged gentlemen and very frequently wle-
t gant and accomplished fadies ; for with the exception
of some rare cases, in which Providence favared the
suints with heavenly communications, we know ef no
| other usual commerce with the iuvisible world, 1)
{ that whicl: is held with devils, Hence, il they wisls
lus 1o believe in their assertion that they hold con-
verse with the spirits of their departed friends (which
iwe are not certainly bound to believe) the case is a
i very clear one; for eilbier these spirits belong to the
nunber of the elect or te that of the reprobate.—
Now as the aperation is not distinguisked by any: spe-
cial marks of divine favor, there remains ouly the
evidence of an illicit commeree with the devils; and
the professors of this art amongst ws, hawever cen-
teel their appearance, are never called by any other
roaines than those of wizards, magicians, necroman-
cers, &e. | . ‘ , .
“ But is it worthy of a respecfable periodical 1
touch upon these subjects, the names of which are: -
scarcely to be found in our modern . dictionaries !—
What! Speak to us of snch things in the middle of
the nineteenth century ! Slowly, if you please, for
goodness’ salie. You must’ not forget, conrtcous
reader, how and why we have embarked on (his mud-
dy strenm. These things ave actually happening.—

¥

. - 1 . . 4
give a lit!lé method and order to this mysterious com-

['hey come to ns from the freest and most progres-
sive country in the world, and precisely for this do
we speak of the matter, whichis dark enough indecd,
yet not 1o be despised.  With a bundle of jonrnals.
pampllets and books wnder our eyes and spesking of
wediums that muliiply by thousands, how can you ri-
dicute the Catholic Churely, which believed for nine-
{een centuries and still believes that men are the
dupes of Satan, although an ¢ enlightened philosophy’
qualifies the beliel as superstitious,

“You may say that the Church could lave good
reasons for admilting the possibnlity and the fact of
secret relations with demons, but might perbaps be
deceived in prolibiting them so severcly, and in treat-
ing with so much rigor the profession of those art
which she calls malicious,  What evil can there be.
for instance, in conversing a little with the soul of a
departed fijend, or questioning an invisible spiri
about what may be useful or convenient to the ques-
tioners 7 Is it nota pleasure to satisfy so eader a
curiosity, as that of speaking witll nysterious aul
fnvisible beings?  The Catechiva will sufice ta an-
swer this question ; inasmuch as the first commani-
ment teaches that worship is to be giver only tu
God, and thereby implicitly forbids all service of, o
dependence on beings, not ordained by God 1o re-
ceive it, and especially all trust in the devil, the epe-
my-of God and men and emphatically the spirit of
lies. Tt is an insult to God to seck the truth by any
other means than those ordained by Him. It is the
hieight of folly to seek it from the falher of lics, whn
was called by our Saviour ¢the murdercr from the
beginning.” But these arguments belong to the Ca-
techism and we do not wisl: that any should take oc-
casion from them to say that we have changed an
article of a journal into 2 sermon.”

RELIGIOUS PARTIES—THE CATHOLICSK,
MR. BROWN.
(From the North Amerivan.)

The readers of this journal are wellaware that we
have never displayed a feeling of bigotry or sectarias
hostility towards the Catholics, or any other denomi-
nation. 'We have pever taken upon ourselves to de-
cide what religion should be encouraged, and what
“put down.” Asan individaal, we hold very decided
views on those peints which distinguish Protestants

from Catholics, but as a politician, we have :always
contended thata man’s religious epinions are not (e be
enquired into,—that the State has no right. undec
_a reprepresentative system such as ours, to (ake cog-
nizance of a man’s religion,. either for patronage or
proscription. In resisting the attempts of M1. Brose
and his followers to organize a political party on =



