f
W \‘&\N\

\\\:‘;‘ )\\x \\!I
A

Wt
I

\\é\.}.'l\'}"-. .l-‘ ‘:5* :
{

‘ 5
M
CATHOLIC CERONICLE.
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THE MUNSTER PROVINCIAL SYNOD
01" 1853.

The first general eonzregation of the Prelates and
t!ignitaries took place on Thursday morning, the 1st
instant, at eleven o'clock in the cathedral, Thurles.
At an early hour in the morning the Bichops of the
several lioceses oi' the provinee, accompanied by their
Theologians and Cluplaing, assembled to meet his
Grace the Avchbishop of Cashel in the ehapter-room
of the cnilege.

The Solemn THigh Mass of the TInly Ghost was
commenced, hiv Grace the Archbishop of Cashel
olleiating as 13ich Priest Celebrant.

The following is a reporl of the sermon delivered
by his Grace the Most Rev. Dr. Slattery at the
epening of the Munster DProvincial Synad.  The
text was faken from the Gospel according to St.
Matthew, c. 28

« And Jesus speke to them and said—¢ All power is
given unto me in Heaven and an earth, and as the liv-
ing Father hath seut Me, su also [ semd yon. G, there-
fore, and teach ail naions, baptising them in the name
of the Iather, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
and teaching them to do all things whieh ! have com-
wanded you.  Wherefore [ am with you all days, even
to the consummation of the world.

My brethren, you are all aware that the Dishops
of this province are assembled here in Synnd, ac-
eording to the practice and discipline of the Cathelic
Clurch, in order to deliberate and take counsel to-
gether on importznl matters connected with the in-
terests ol relinion, and the spivitual welfare of the
flock committed to their care. It devolves upon me
to address a lew words of instruction to you on this
wteresting oceasion, wnl 1 do not think T could intro-
dnee what [ have lo say in words more appropriate
than in these coutnined in the text which T have re-
peated to you, a passage ol the Holy Gospel which
soatains o Divine commission, the commission given
by Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ to His Apos-
tex at the moment when, after baving completed His
wssion of love and mercy upon earth, Ile was about
to ascend in glory to the vight hand of ITis Tather
in Heaven—a commission given to His Apostles by
the Saviour of the world, and given also in {heir
persons lo the Dastors of the Church who were to
suceeed them throughout after ages. 1t is clear and
olbvious that if the Divine commission given by Our
Blessed Lord 1o 1lis Apostles was intended te be
confined to them alone, the redigion of Christ could
never have beeo establisled on earth.  The estab-
Jishment and diffision of eur hinly religion thioughout
every region and clime, remain a conclusive proof
raal the promise piven to Eis Apostles by Our Divine
Tord was not miewded to be conlined to them alone,
but was to extend to their successors in the ministry
to the end of time.  This was the order esablished
by Owr Divine Redeemer, and according to that
order we find that His Church was propagated first
by 1Lis Aposiles, and alterwards by a succession of
Dastors, who derived from them Apostolic power and
authority.  We also learn from the Gespel itsell]
that when Our Redeemer was choosing the Apostles
of the Clurch which He founded, and of which He
Himsell lias deelared He is the # clief corner
stone,” {le did not choose the Apostles of Ilis
Clurch from amongst the worldly wise, the great ar
the powerful of the earth. No, but as St. Paul
gays— He cliose them [rom the foolishuess of this
world to confound the wise, and from the weakness
of this world to confound the strong.” e sent forth
Ilis Apostles into the world te proclaim to Pagan
snillions the Faith of Ged made man—of Him cru-
cified. Ile sent them forth withont serip or stafl to
preach the Gospel, and tiey went forth and triumph-
ed. Without the aid of human learning they con-
founded the learned and the wise, and without any
other arms thon the Spirit which is the Word of
(iod, they overturned the idols of Paganism, and in
their stead erected the standard of Christ erucified
throughout the world. A few centuries after the
cstablishment of the Church, the Taith of Christ was
assuiled by all the combined powers of earth and
Hell, and was exposed to the most cruel perseculion,
Tu short, the history of the Clureh at that period is
oue of persecution, martyrdom, and blood. But the
blood of the martyrs beeame the seed of Christianity,
and the Faith, sided by the Divine protection, glo-
viously trivmphed over all. At length by the con-
version of the Emperor Constantine to the Faith, the
relivion of Christ was established throughout the
whole of the Toastern empire, and extended from
thence even to the remote nations and amang the
rest into Treland, My brethren, our forefathers, at
the periad of which T have spoken—now some foue-
teen hundred years ago—were buried in the darkness
of a barbarous idolatry, and in that benighted condi-
tion they would have continued if the Lord had not
raised up for them an Apostie’ in the person of the
glorious Confessor, the illustrious St. Patrick, and
sent him, like the Apostles of old, to be a light to

the people, and to bear to them the glad tidings of
salvation.  T'his was a great and joyous eveat for
all. And now I will endeavor to set befare you, my
hrethren, a short sketeh of the listory of the Catho-

ilic Church in Treland, itom the days of St. Patrick

up 1o the present time. 1 will not trespass upon your
attention at any lenath, as T mean to condense the
observations which [ am about tu ofiur for vour in-
struction.  The glarious Patrick, the sainted Apostie
of Treland, was sent by DPope Celestine to preach the
Gospel to the people of Ireland.  lmmediately on
his avrival he commenced his Apostalic L':H‘HH‘,'ZHNI

labored in the gnod work he had wndertaken with a ;

holy zeal that overcame every obstacle aud surmount-
ed every diicudty.  Ie travelled successively into
the various districts of this kingdom, at a period
whan progress from ene quarter to anather was a work
of dilliculty, danger, and hardship. e pepetrated
into wild {astnesses, wade his way into places alinost
inaccessible, and succevded in couverting (0 Cliristi-
anity a vast number of the native Trish, tms achiev-
ing a great porlion oi the purpose of his holy mis-
sion, and reaping the ficst fruits of the joyous har-
vest, the seeds of whizh had been sown by lis true
piety his fervent zeal, and his noble esample. 1le
fonnded ehurches ;) e established YMooks und monas-
tevies, and consecrated virgins o the sesvice of God.
During a period of (hres-and-thirty years our Saint
labored in the holy wark of the Ministry swith inces-
sant zeal, hopeful patience, and untiring assiduity, and

with such efiect that hefare his death he enjoyed the |

happiness of witnessing for the fruition of his hopes
and the achievement of hbis desires, the conversion
to the true I7aith ot the whole people of Ireland.—
Atlength, full of duys and good works, this true
servant of Gad terminated his labors on the 17th of
Mareh, i the year 463 of the Christian era, in the
T3th year of lis age.and went to recieve the reward
of lis life of holy labor, sanciity, and sulleving, in
the enjoyment through a glorious ciernity of the God
he had served so long and so faithiully.  St. Patrick
wnz now no more, but the good he had cifected sor-
vived him.  So deeply had he imprinted tlie prinei-
ples of Iaith and virtue in the hearts of the Trish
people, that during long centurivs alter Irelund was
kinown and pre-eminent as the sanctusry of learning,
the abode of sanctity, and the shrine of Glospel vir-
tue. Ttis a fact, pre-eminent and well ackunowledg-
eid, that at the period 1 speak of Treland was the
aborde of knowledge, the asylum of piety, and the
Istand of Saints. But Ireland, ever generous, did
not seek to confine the advantages which she had
thus gained 1o herself, © No, she was always ready
to iispart to olkers the blessings ol knowledge and

piety—she bud the scekers after knowledge and wis- |

dom crowded 1o her doors, which were ever hospi-
tably open lo receive and enfertain the stranger.—
Yes. lreland was thie seat of literature,and the school
of the west of Ilwrope. When other nations were
plunged in impiety and barbarism of ignorunce, the
sun of learning and piety shone brightly on Ireland.
"This is underiable, wnd is attested fully by the histo-
rical records of cther countries in Murope, which
still gratelully acknowledge that to Ireland they owe
all that they now enjoy of the blessings of science
and of civilisation. "L'lms was the generous zeal of
our ancestors exerted in imparting to others the bless-
ings which they enjoyed. Iven to the present day
—from north to south—from the rising sun to the
going down thereof —devoled Lrishimen— Missionaries
of the true Faith, are spread over every clime and
country—even throughout every part of the world,
gaining new subjects to the kingdom of Clirist, and
extending over the earth the doctrine of the Gospel
on the earth.  Oh, bhappy would it be for Treland if
her children had retained this primitive piety, for
whiclt they were onee distinguished.  Dut, alas!
by degrees relaxation of discipline and corruption
of morals supervened, until the Tord, provoked

to wrath by public crimes and private vices of

the great and the powerful of the land, abandaned an
‘erving peopic to the consequences of their disobedi-
ence 5 and as Ie did of old with Ilis chosen, when
they rebelled against His holy law, the Lord handed
Ireland over into the hands and under the dominion of
the strunger.  Then, indeed, was Irelond first lajid
prostrate, her national independence was first extin-
guished, and her religion smitten down.  Then came
the period when it was sought to reform—as the
rutliless deed wus called—the religion of Ireland.
Her Priests were struck down and slain, yea, on 1lie
very sleps of the altar; her temples were pillaged
and overturned,.and her sanctwaries profaned.  Yet,
still yet, through all these lorrors—throughount all
these fearful oppressions and persceutions Jreland
never, never lost the true Faith—never bent to the
mammon of an unrighieous worslip—never trackled
to the Moloch of a lustiul heresy. She preserved
the Cutholic Failh pure and inviolate. Her llwr-
rarchy still rémain intact, unsullied, and indepen:ent

ll--'-(he anly remaining mosument of her national dig-
nity.  Yes, the Prelates and Clergy now assembled
befare me can provdly puint te their election to their |
L dignified ofiice. They ean trace their descent thrangh
‘in long line of illustrious predecessors frem Saint
{ Patrick, and theough him from Celestine, the Chief
t Tastar of the Christian Church, and ihrough that
L ehiet Pastor to St. Peier—ibe rock npon which our
1 Chureh, the Churelt of the living God, has been

Lereeted by its Divine founder, whose holy word, and
Pglorious promise we possess—that the © gates of |
} [ell shall nat prevail against it.”  Yes, your Pas-
tors present themselves helore you as the suceessors |
of the Apostles—nnt lilke those self-commissioned |
teachers who derive their sole mission and privilege !
from some obscure and perishable sect, and who seek |
to usurp the functions of men who tave been called |
by the Most Tigh to mimster in His temple, and to ‘
approach the Holy of MHolies. Your Priests are not
like these climhers over the fold, who endeavor to
infrude their vanities upon the deavest and wmost
saered feelings of Christians—who seek to vuslh into
the sancluary, and seize the censer from the ve.y
liands of the anointed servants of Gad.  No, breth-
ren—dearly-beloved brethren—your true Pastors are
not of this deseription.  They come before you as
the chosen of the Lord, sealed with (he chrnsr of
their holy office—trained ¢p n the doctrines of truth,
&l rich in the treasnres of the ITaith—faithful ser-
van(s of God, and Driests, onee and {or ever, after
the order of Melchisedech,  “I'hey did ot assume
their authority. ‘They have heen called, even as
Aaren was, (6 minister in the temple.  "U'ley are the
trie and Jegitinate suceessors of these Apostles of
whom OCur Divine Lord was thie teacher, and to
whom e said, ¢ As the kiving Father hath senn Me,
so also I seml you. Go ye, therelore, and teach all
nations, and behold T am with you all days, even to
the consummation of the world.” In virtue of this
ngh commission, your Priests are empowered to
speale to you with authority, being, as Saint Paul
says, ““1he ambassadors of the Lord God,? Clrist
himsell, as it were, exhorting youj and it isin Lis
name that they are authorised to claun your obedience
in all things which regard your spirttual wellare,
% Obey your Prelotes,” says the same Apostle, * for
they. watel over you, and have 1o acrount for you to
God.” But I will not do you the injustice, my breth-
ren, of supposing that you will be wauting tn obedi-
ence (0 your Dustors—an obedienve for which the
fuithful people of Treland bave been ever remarkable.
In (he worst of times your pious ancestors revered
iand abided by their Pastors, as their oniy joy and
consolation, next 1o (ied, in trouble and persecution,
Nothing could shake that attachwent between Priest
and people—ucither persecution, nor threals, nor
tortures, could shake the devoted affection of your
forefathers to their Clergy, and their reward was,
that God lias preserved to generation alter genera-
tion of their children the Wessing of the Faith. Tt s
true, we Lave lived to see smnewhat better tiaes,
I'he naked sword ol persecution, it is true, is no lon-
ger unsheathed, but the bidden dagger stll larks un-
seen, and the specious poison of evil counsel is yet
prevalent.  Yes, the spint of religious bigotry is still
alive, and sanctions the enactinent of new penal luws
against you, We havea solemn duty to perform—
itis our duty to protect the punty of ouwr Iaith.
Our cnemies tay accuse us of seeking to establish
the ascendaury of our Faith 5 but our simple answer
to that calwmny is, that it is untrue. No, but we
seek to preserve (he independence of onr Chureh,
and, with the Divine blessing, we will maintain it
Yes, our Hierarchy shall be free. We may be al-
flicted with chains, or assailed by temptations, but
neither chains, nor persecutions, nor all that the
bounty of a ministry can bestow, shall ever purchase
that freedom which we preserved through ages of
tyranny. In weal or in woe, we, your Pastors, are
with our people, and, in turn, will that people aban-
don ws or cast us out? Oh, no!—the Catholic
Clergy and people of Ireland were ever remarkable
for mutual love and attachment, founded on a com-
munity of suffering through ages of woe. And ye,
my beloved brethren, inheritors of the Faith, imitate,
1 besecch you, the piety of your sainted forefathers.
Guard well that TFaith which Ins been bequeatiied to
you—guard it as the apple of your aye—you will find
it always your sweetest consolation here, and your
surest hope for a happy hereafter.  You must be
Catliolies, not merely in profession, but also practi-
cally ; for without that mere profession is of no avail.
Tt is true that < without Tuith it is impossible to
please God ;” but it is equally true that Iaith with-
oat rood works is dead, even as the hody without
the spirit. Beloved brethren, sce that you walk
through, life wortliy of your Pastors as children wor-
thy of the Faith, May God in His merey this day
grant you the graces of an enlivening Iaith, a firm
and truthful” bope, and bearts inflamed with the Di-

vine charity of One Bleerd Toord, Mar e gire
you (ke grace (o serve and love Him in this life be
keeping Lis Holy Commandments, xo that you .
deserve to enjoy Him for everin the kingdow «f
His glory, a blessing swhich from my leart [ wish you.
THE SECOND SENSION
wag hield in the eathedeal on Saturday, a very numer-
ous eangregation altending,  ‘The eeremonies were
conducted in the sawe tinposing manner as on the
oceasion of the opening of the Synod on Thursdny.
After High Mas had been cclebrated the Risht Rev.
L " ) o
Dr. Delauy, Bishop of Cork, dehivered an earnest
and inpressive diseourse which was listened to with
breathless altention, and the Arehhishop having aiven
the benediction, the procecdings tevminated,

THE BRITISIH < GOSPEL MISSIONARTEY?
IN TRELAND,

[Mr. O'Neil Dannt bas addressed the (allowing
letier, under the signature of ¢ A Western Catholic,
to the editor of the Corde Examiner,and also to the
edifor ol the CGlasgow Free Press.  We commend
it to the perusal of the knaves, noodles, and bigots,
who patronise the Drotestant aggression upon Tre-

Jand]:—

TO THE EDITOR OF THE CORK EXAMINER.

Sir—T think the game is pretty well up with the
horde of impudent adventuress who have been re-
cently let loose upon (his conntry for the purpose of.
disseminating Scoteh and English ignovance and he-
resy ameongst our people. Wherever they have gane,
the Catholies have either lot thewm preach Lo vncﬁncy,
or ¢lse lnnghed them out of the place; except i
some cases where the insolence of their revilings
proved rather too much lor erdivary patience. fn
several towns they were tolally unable to muster any
audicnee, unless a few children, who were drawn by
curjosity ; and who, as soon as they discovered that
their faith was the ohject assailed by the strangers,
interrupted them by whistling and hooting.  In Lim-
eric'c the trampers lad to fly for theiv personai
safety. In various other places they were obliged
{o procure the aid of the police. Tn a ward, their
reeeption throvgh (he length and breadth of this Ca-
thalic lingdom has been marked with either the ne-
glect, or the ridicule, or the borror and resentment
of the people.

Now, sir, some of these gentlemen are considered
areat luminaries among the various branches of their
schism. T {elly expect (hat on their veturn to Jing-
land and Scotland they will deseribe the Irish people
as Daving greeted them with wedent cnthusiase.
They will tell theiv gulled audience ar Ixeter LIak
and elsewhere that the Trish people arc cager to fing
ofl the trammels of ¢ Popery,” and fo embrace the
blessed doetrines of that sehism which they have the
brass to denominate (7 quote from their placards)
¢ the gospel of Jesus Chiist,”  Are there no means
of disabusing the British mind from these misrepre-
sentations, and of protecting our people from being
again infested with a flying army of audacious boves ?

T travelled lately with an Iinglish tourist, who, in
the simplicity of his heart, scemed anxious (o leara
hiow or why it was that the ¢ Missionaries’ were so
il received by those to whom they came to commu-
nicate the blessings of Protestantism. T told him
that if they wished for a welcoine in Treland, Pro-
tostantism was the very last commodity they should
come freighted with; secing that we knew a vas:
deal more than we liked about Protestantisin already,
and liad not the slightest curiosity to learn anything
more of it. That we saw .it developed in the rob-~
hery of the Catholic Church in every parish in the
island ; the ancient funds bestowed by the Catholic
piety of former ages being now grasped by ministers
deriving their spiritual mission from King Ienry
VIIT. or Queen Elizabeth, That when famine over-
spread the land, when the productive powers of the
sail were dried up, when crowds were perishing
around us, and when landlords were obliged to lower
their rents to meet the fall in agricullural interests,
the corporate Protestantism of Ireland wrung out
the tithe rent-charze with merciless rigor ; extorting
the last farthing that could be cxtorted, no matter
who might be beggared and starved by the process.
1 told my English fellow-traveller ihat this was our
bitter experience of Irotestantism in Ireland; thi
and vastly more than this.  And that an attempt to
thrust-more Trofestantism upon a counlry that al-
ready ached to the very marrow of its bones from
the native supply of the article, was an experiment,
of which the impudence was only 10 be equalled by
the folly. I added that, if the ¢ missionaries’ visited
me, T should beg of them in the first place to teach
the parsons the commen honesty of relinquishing thetr -
unjust monopoly of the Catholic Church funds, That
as long as Protestantism should continue ‘i_n_,cv'vef:y‘;_
Trish parish thus incarnated in a living embodiment
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