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THE LAW-ESTABLISHED CIIURCI.
Vhe Irish Chaereh, its History and Statistics, with

Nutes cxplanatory of the eru'.s- '{'cltc/;zvz_g o s

Pemporalities, aud S«ggc:stw)fs fur their future

¥ /y,vmpri(uion.. By William Shee, Sergeant-at-

Law, M.,

(Frone the ublin Telegroph.)

I'his book aflords a valwable addition to the in-
formation which of late years particularly is sought,
tiroughout the civilised worh‘], about the 'anomz'\ly.——
why @ country so long nominally a portion of rich
Enudand, and naturally so fertile and fitted for trade,
iuuabcen reduced to the lewest stage of poverty I—
wly its people sufler and complain I—whether Ire-
fand contains the clemints of regeneration 2—and if,
indeed, it be true, what is now generally suspected,
that greal errors and gross misgovernment have cha-
reterised those who have ruled the comntry T And
ut of all this natweally comes the inquiry, whether
even now we have arrived at a period or are governed
W a cauutry with statesmen capable or willing to
dearn the truth, or, knowing, honest enougll to act
unon the knowledge when acquired ? )

To all these queries, now generally mooted ‘m_‘thc
New World as well as the old, the bpo!: of Ser-
oeant Shee aflfords ample and aunthentic information.
It contains a luminous digest of the # Returns of the
Prefates, Dignitaries, and beneficed Clergy to Que-
vies addressed to them, togetker W‘l[h the Annual
Heports of the Commissiorers.”  The main source

from which the learned author draws his facts must,

tlierefore, be unguestioned, even by whatev.er virus
of bigotry or prejudice it may be sought to disparage
them. If, too, a logical and temperate cemmentary
could, by any possibility, be supposed to disarin ran-
~or and awaken sentiments of candor aud trutd, in
managing and legislating lor Irish conceras, this werk
weould be calentated to accomplish the miracle.

Tn the first portion of the work the auther, very
properly, begins at the beginning, and relates clearly
and consecntively. the means by which the Church of
Tingland was planted in Ireland—how it preved-an

saniie in the soil, until it, {ike the fabled upas tree, |

Wreathitiy pestilential vapors, and expeliing joy, uti-
liy, and verdure everywhere within its banefel at-
wnasphere.

Few ure more conversant than the readers of the
Telegruphk with the motives, character, nm_i deeds qi
its chiel” apostle and founder, Heury VIIL. Butit
had subsequently godfathers and wet-nurses in abun-
dance, to clierish its grawth, by violations of all the
laws of God and nature, under whose precious care
this prolific engine mischief was, by a subtle and
canting system of perverted policy, rendered the pre-
ionce for an insidions and devastating code of laws,
unequalled in - injustice hy any age and countcy on
carth, - Though their letter is nbliterated their spirit
lives, of which Jreland justly complains, becanse it
suffers by it to this very heur, We now hasten to
ihe evidences of this in the book itself:—

I Irelaud the Reformation was farced upon 2 ve-
inctant people.  The vse of the ¢ Translation of the
Chareh Service into the Mother Tongue,” winch the
proclamation of King Edwand enjoined, made litile
wrogress during the seign of that piince, and was
wholly discontiuned iu his suecessor’s, But, in the
second year of 1he reign of Queeun Elizabeth, it was
enacted by the Parlinment of [reland, that all'_'.he acts
of her sister Mary, by which the civil establishment
of the Roman Catholic relizion had been restored,
~hogld be repealed—that all officers or ministers, ec-
clesiastical or Iny, should, on pain of forfeiture and
wial weapacily, take the oath of supremacy—that
evety person whe should maintain the spiritual supre-
umaey of the Bishop of Rome should forfeit all estates,
el and personal, for the first oflence, incur a pre-
munire for the second, and be guilly of high treason
o the third 5 ¢ Aud that 2ll and singalar ministers in
any catkedeal or paroch church within the realm,
should, from and after the feast of St. John the Bap-
st next ensaing, be beunden to say the mattens, even-
song, and celebration of the Lowd’s Supper, and ad-
ministration of cach of the Sncraments, and all their
common awl open prayer, as was mentioned in the
Book of Common Prayer and administration of Sa-
craments, and other rites and ceremonies in the
Church of England, anthorized by the Parliament of
England, of the fifth and sisth years of the reign of
King Edward V1., under pain, in case of their refu-
saly or of their using any ather rite or ceremony, of
frfeiture, for the first offence, of one year’s profils of
their benefices, and six months? imprisonment—for
the second offence, of one year’s imprisonment, and
leprivation of their benefices at tlie pleasure ot the
Palron: and for the third offence, of absolute depriva-
ton of their benefices, and imprisonment for life.?”

tmay -here be abserved, in passing, that this
Church service, framed and enacted under Edward,
15 still in most of its regulations that of the Church
of England to this day, and the following strictly of
vwhich by the Puseyite section of that Babel of doc-
trinal confusion and discordance, that section has
been denounced in Billingsgate terms by the High
hureh Protestant minister of the crown, and classgd

1 ferred by thein to submission.

t Catholic Chureh. '
seduction was leld out—promotion, secitrity, court
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as bad or worse than the vifified Papists. But were
the Irish Catholic clergy seduced or tevrified by these
threats 7 We can judge this fiom the further ex-
amination of the listorical memoir of owr author.—
e writes—

« Deprivation, poverly, and dependence were pre-
Their people went out
with them to the hill-sides to hear the word of God
from the lipsol men, whuse sitcerity was above sus-
picion, and assist at the celebration of the saered mys-
teries of their relizion, by cenfessors wo happy to
have become martyrs in its cause.”

"Thus was this unparalleled persecution met by the
When every device of terrorand

{avor, wealth—tle price of apostacy; want, perse-
cution, lile itself—the penalty of fidelity ; had there
been one voiten branch at the period ia the Clureh
in such a storm, that branch must have fallen; but
there was no rotten braneli—no Achilli—no not one !
Letus now see the figure the new Clurch cut at this
period :—

4 It was fong belore relormed ministers could be
found 1o supply the places of the clerry who aban-
doned theiv cures. In vain did Siv Heary Siduey,
the Lord Depuly, represent to her Majesty, A.D.
1576, ¢that ou the face of the earth, where Christ
was professed, there was not a.Chureh in so misee-
able a case ns the Chreh of lreland,? imploring her
¢o search her own uaniversities, and to write to the
Regent of Scotland, fur godlye men who could speak
lrish, well affected in religion, and well conditioned
besides, t¢ be preferred 1o livings in remate distriets
where the English tongue was nat understeod.”> The
Queen, who had other uses far the money, kept the
benelices ol her own donation in her own hands.—-
Her example, as we learn from Spenser, was followed
by ihe bishops ef the remote dioceses. The charches
fell to ruin, the laws lately made were evaded or ne-
zlected with impunity, and but jur the zeal of the Bi-
sheps ordained by authority of the Pope, of whom, al
the accession of James L., thiere was one in every dio-
cese, the people had been left without any observance

of public worship or means of religious instruction.””

But, as time rolled on—Trinity College being re-
cently established, then as now the manufactures of
the raw material of parsons, and with the aid of
fresh accessions of property from confisealions, being
a greater bonus—tle temporal condition of this Pro-

Itestant property so inproved, that the bishops and

clergy were emboldencd to meet in 1634, in Dublin,
and congratulate themselves and the English Govern-
ment upon their rescue, in some degree, from a
state ef abject misery and contempt ;” and then, for
further encouragement, the arclibishops and bishops
were granted many lee-favms, confiscated for Ca-
tholicity, which they hold to this hour. Still, never
satisfed, and never thinking themselves secure, while
any possible wrong to the Catholic Church or people
was omitted, they got the following cnacted :—

*¢ That, from and after the 29th of Sepiembsr, 1667,
no person, who was then inenmbent and in possession
of any parsonage, vicarage, or benefice, and who tvas
not already in holy orders by episeopal ordination, or
should not, before the said 29th day of September, be
ordained priest or deacou according to the form of epis-
copal ordination, should have, hakl, or enjuy the said
parsonage, vicarage, benefice with cure, or other ec-
clesiastical promotion within the kingdom of [reland,
but should be utterly disabled and ipso fucto deprived
of the same, and ali his ecelesiastical promotion should
be void, as if he were naturally dead.”

¢ Withonlt this clanse. all that had been done in the
tiiree last reigns, {or the setting up of the Protestant
Episcopal Chureh, under the safe gnard of the royal
supremacy, would probably have” come ta nought.”

But the Duritans and Scotel settlers, from the time
of James 1., had still 1o be conciliated, and the only
means to come at them was adopted, to make them
the loyal subjects, and movarchy lovers they for the
most part now are. The following were some of
the means :— ,

«On the King’s landing an address was presented
from them, praying his Majesty to give order for the
establishing of their model of, Church government.—
A petition for the settlement of other ¢godlye minis-
ters’ was also promotetl by the adventurers, soldiers
and sutlers of Cromwell’s army, who were as yet only
half reconciled to monarchy, by the promise of hav-
ing the allotments of forfeited lands set out to them
under the commonwealth, confirmed, and who held
prelacy in utier abomination, Of such men the next
Parliament was sure to be in great part composed.—
It was necessary to chain theic republican spirit, and
incline it to a prudential tolerance of the crozier and
the crown, by binding up the titles of their new pos-
sessions with the same statute, which secured to the
Episcopal State Churoh a share of the carrent spoil,
and a moenopoly of Church lands and Church revenues.
This policy was well conceived, and proved, as re-
specls all the Nonconformists, except the Quakers and
Presbyterians, eminently successfal. Charles, under
the advice of Ormonde, lost no time in filling the four
archbishoprics, and twelve episcopal sees which had
becone vaeant during the imerregnum, with clerks,
on whose hatred of the Leazue and Covenam, and
obedience 1o the Act of Uniformity, reliance might be

surely placed; aud the grandchildren of 2 motley

of Rugland in Ireland.”

aflairs, as they thouglit, with a prospect of an almost
eternal duralility, helped, however, with oceasional
; huntings down, executions, butcheries, and by maore
[stringent penal faws;—but a new era arived, and
Pthat within the last century, when there came the
\struggle for Catholic Mmanciparion !

As this strugele was matured—particularly within
i the present lall=century, and chielly by O’Connell—
{ the mist of prejudice, engendered by ages of ca-
:lunmy, of crushing laws, unmcaning aml bl bi-
taotry, began to be dispetled, Trelaad, rowsed under
! her leader, assumed a larmidable attitude, whicly, to-
{gether with the reforw of the House of Commons

i
i

lin England, strorgly agitated, soon rendered it evi- |

tdent Jreland would not mnch tonger brook, nor Eng-
ting penal code on the Catholics of the empire.  The
rrepeal of all laws aflecting the Catkolics was there-
fore effaced from the statnte book. 1wl it hins been,
| and is still, 100 clear that its spirit still lives unabated
s with Government—that this spirit renders the Jaw of
reliel in many respects a dead letter—and there is
every indication that English rulers only watch the
opportunity to repeal it, as far as the age will permit,
and at least to render cvery seeminy concession or
boon a clieat, and only a [resh and covert means of
greater privation and injustice to Catholicity, On
this subject let us again consult owr author.” After
detailing many commissions, &e., of inquiry on the
state of the Church of Eungland in Treland-—none
manilestly really intended to.fay bare its veal abuses,
never to be efficiently acted on, and only in fact ju-
' tended to'amuse, delude, and postpone—our author
 thus fecites—

<« Notwithstanding the omissian of one most im-
portant matter of ingniry, viz., How many of the
King’s subjects in every bishopric, how many in
every beuefice, wore ohedient tothe Act of Uniformity,
and accepted the spiritual services of the Establish-
ment ?—it is obvious that faithful returns to these vo-
Juminous queries, must furnist to a Government, sin-
cerely intent upon a beneficial chanze, great assist-
ance in eflecting it. The returns of the prelates dig-
nitaries, and beneficed clerey were, with exceptions

cils honestly desived the spread of religions instruc-
ton, andthe rehef of the great body of the Irish peo-
supplying the material means

ple, lrom tlie buithen ol :
.hecessary for the discharge of the first daty of a
t Christian nation, the public worship of Almighty God
—Church reform, complete aud final, on principles
just 1o all parties, must have been the speedy result.

“ But no such purpose was enertained.

“The Report on the Revenues and Patronage of
Archbishops and Bishops, was in the hands of the
King’s priter, and Jight enough was reflected [rom
the returns of the deans amd chapter, dignitaries, and
beneficed clergy, still in course of preparation, to
Toreshadow the sort of figure the Church Estabiish-
ment would preseny, i exposed without veil or cover-
ing in the full glare of English daylizht; when Lord
Altharp, on the 11th March, A.D, 1833, in \he name of
the Cabinet, submitted to the House of Commaons a
bill, whieli, in the same session, became the 3 and
4 William IV., ¢. 37, ¢ Auact 10 alter and amend,
the laws relating to the temporalities of the Church
of Ireland.?

“WWere the thing not in the Statute Book, ia be
read and wondered at, it wonld stagger credality to
believe, that in the thirty-third year after the 1yish
nation had entrusted all its chances of reparation for
past injustice, all jis hope of happiness and good go-
veinment for the {iiture, to the honor aud magnanimi-
ty of the people of Englund, such a measure conld
have passed the Imperial Parliament, it iz mani-
festly the creation of one mind, perversely bent upon
conslructing a scheme, not {or effeeting Chuveh re-
form in the interest of the greax Doy of the lrish peo-
ple, -but for rendering abuses, now about to become
notorious, somewhat less nnendurable by them, and
less unsightly 10 their fellow-~subjects. “So viciously
perfect is its machiuery, that, while it appearsto hum-
ble, nay, even to affront the Church in the publio eye,
all the substantial benefits which had been secured to
it during three cemusies. of anti-nationatl and anti-
Catholic legislation, arecarsfully husbanded and pre-
served. The venewal lines and rents to be reserved
on the leases of ene archiepiscopal and ten episcopal
palaces, with rtheir mensal ‘and demesne lands—the
proceeds of the annual revenues of twelve sees 10 be
annexed to others on the fall of the lives of their in-
cumbent prelates—of the revenues, at the death of
their incumbents, of all dignities without cure of
souls, andk benefices in which divine service had not
been performed during three years previous to. the
year [83B—of u graduated tax, to be levied aftertho
death of ihe then ijnoumbents an all spiritval prefer-

crew of new relicionists, amaeng whom 7,500,000 fchuruh lattd—w-
acres in Leinster, Munster, and Connanshi, had beeu i composed chie
parcelled out during the civil war, and” the protecto- | o be by them
Tiles, were, at the wecession of George 1., the prin- | vided Tor
cipal men of the kingdom in power and opulence, and s eesses.?

the stanchextand feast tolerunt adherents of the Chuieh !

In this manner the Churelt of England seitled its

Hand’s Parliament endure, the absurd and exasperat- |

so trifling as hardly to justify the remembrance of |
them, full and faith{ul as became their character and |
station 3 and had the rling spirit in the Xing’s coun- |

NG, 14
ere by this actvested in a connnission,
iy of Bishops of the Estabiished Chureh,

applied 1o the parposes theretuivn e
by the Jevy of chueh-mies sl pavish

i From these vestries the Catholies were exeluded,
though they are made to pay their imposts.  Buiwh
idoour readers think was the man this perversely
; bent on gilding the bitterest pill which the Cathinlics
:-h’n_\'u bOC‘lvl made to swallow since  the Emancipation
tBill. Wiho should it be but Stanley the present
, Premier, Lord Derby, still the scorpion Stanley wi;
tonce knew ta aur cost, and who never did, b weve
swilly present to us a sweet that will not be daihly
vdrugeed with poison.  \We all remember the hope ot
} real reforin that pruning the state bisbops cawendered
i the popular mind, and the smothered rage aml i
{may of the Orange L'rotestants. Now, hear eur
{ author again :—

“The Bishops, althongh dreadiully shoekod, in 1
| first instance, at the indignity pmt tpon them by e
| claring twelve of their number to be sUperitieEy.
i were pacified when brought to vaderstand 1ha theic

own life-interests were seeured, together with 4 vas
j merease of putronage, and some ncrease of inewne,
"o the survivor.?
. Tt soon beeatne evident to all, that it was « seftled
i rule of policy with all Linglish Governments, Lilicraf
Lor ‘Lory, whether the measure assumed a fiberad o
coercive front, to consider in framing ouly the: is
terests of the I'rotestant Chureh and people, thi
the Irish nation was only consid weil 1o consist o Hu.
700,000, or so, who hLave usurped its soil il -
nopolised its property, and that all the rest are epea-
tures, without bodies 1o fecl, or souls to save.

We conclude with this caution. Let the roal
Trish nation still wateh this Stanley with great sus-
picion and vigilance, and know that, above ali, when
he professes concession, to be sure he means mast,
mischief, ' :

As for the author of the book, which has alicitu!
: these observations, and (rom which we have so targely

quoted, le deserves thanks for the zeal and alilivy
which he has devoted to this work, and the laborap!
kuowledge he hias brought to lis task. Ng ane cau;
read it without perceiving that he has made good usi-
: of those forensic habits of accuracy and rEnsnuing.
; with which he is well known to be largely gifted.

IOW  CATHOLIC 'TRUST FUNDS ARk
( ADMINISTERED 1BY DPROTESTANT
| PARSONS.
A corvespondent of the Times has given nu in-
| structive account of the emoluments and preferments
50&' the Tievds. George and Riclard DPretyman, tw:.
sons of a former Anglican Bishop of Lincoln. Ve
quote his statement chielly as an instance fo shuw
,‘ how the trust funds given by Catlolics for the P,
| or for religious uses, have been preyed upon by thoss:
| ravenous © wolves in sheep’s clothing °—

“Tirst of all he says, « T will take Rlichard
! Pretyman, as Chaplain-Warden of the Mere Tlospi-
tal, in Lincoln-shire, and defendant in ¢ ‘The Ation-
[ney-General w. Pretyman, a suit before the fare.
| Master of the Rolls in 1841, The ¢ Law Reporr®
I(Beavan 4, p. 462,) states that in 1244 Simon v
Roppell gave, and by charter confirmed, to the hos-
pital erected by him in Mere, for the pespetual sup-
port of thirteen poor persons in bhed, and food, anid
clothing, and of the Chaplain thercin ministering snd
his household, all his lands ia the IMere (874 acres,)
ant granted to the Bishops of Lincoln the appoim-
ment of a fit Chaplain-Warden, there to perforn.
Divine Service 5 and he willed that once in thie year
this Chaplain should account to the Bishop of Lin-
coln, and, with his consent, appoint the puor persons.

“Such was tbe trust, and in 1817, thirty-five
years ago, the then Bishop appointed, as Chaplaiy,
his sor Richard, who, two years after, granted a leasc
tof the hospital Jand, reserving the old rent of £32,
| but taking a fine of more than £9,000. In 1820,
i and 1835, he again renewed the lease for fines of
| £2,200 and :£1742 10s., all of which, like bis pre-
decessors, hic kept himself, besides £750 for timber.
The report adds, that out of the £32 ke kept £8
himself, and applied the rest to the use of six poor
persons—that the buildings of the hospital had ceased
ro exist—that no duties were performed by him, and
that the annual value of the Mere lands was wore
than £1,200. The suit was commenced at the in-
stance of the Chancery Commissioners, to whom the:
Dean and Clapter of Lincoln (consisting of a Deau
and Sub-Dean, and the two Canons Pretyman) re-
j fused to produce their copy ef the charter withont
| the consent of Pretyman the Chaplain, which he re-
; fused to give, on the plea that the contents were well
known frem otlier seurces.  Accordingly, the Master
, of the Rolls, ¢ pursuing the more lenient course pra~
| pesed by the Attorey-General,” ordered Pretyman

ments of the annual value of £300, and,of, the sale | to be charged with the rack-rent, after deducting the
of perpetuities at a spendthrift price to.the lessees of | £32, until the expiration of the lease; but as tho



