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By Rev. chhard B0 Bnen.

SRS
1 fear. that‘I shall have to clmm a égpSldmable share of .your in-
‘rlulnence, from t‘re very unmvrtrmr way in which.I'am- obhged to
 furnish. tlie lntellectual repast of the. evenm,, .»Thetsubject which’)
] ha,ve choseuus $0. comprehensnve, and the relatrons,un which I hud
mtended‘to plrlce rt, are 5o interesting, that I could well desire a |
state of prepa.redness more commensurate wrth its nnportance 3 ,but
as my professwuul dutlcs make such-a tlnng erceedmgly thﬁcu]t,,
3t not ent;rely upposmble,-—-l thouvht At more, wise to contrlbute-,
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a httle, towards the 1mpetus whrch publlc splnt Jms already; gtven . thntp - Wf&‘h}} e:rn?ljl‘ Tt;%\asﬁgr zmd to vxe\v the phrlosoplr‘j‘(’of“the
t6 reseateh,’ than to ret'\:se all co- operatron because T could not e . l Celestral \ s o mpl dzages,before th wor]d s thought’ o
, : 19 and to'por'é ove*r'l.he: qtnbles of a practrcnl :md ﬁmshed Astronomy ;

as eﬂicrentastllwould desrrc. In decrdmg thus,’ Gentlemen, (L have
,d,lculated consrderably upon your kmcluess, :md in acting upon~
~the decLsron, I assureyou, that I anticipate much more from the dr-
" reetion, whu,h my observatrons may, haply, gwe to your own strong
' mtnllects, than from any mformatron which I may add to theltnow-‘
E ledge you have already acqurred In prescntmg you witha few
precious stones, whose value you can well appreciate, I shall leave,
tue settmﬂ’ to yoursclves ;.and. am certam, ‘moreover, that the same
light which teaches you to estimate. their worth, will lead you to
those bright chambers whence ENQUIRY has! denvcd them for us
lhrs 95 a consummatron ‘worth \VlSl)ln"‘ for, and for which, I would
jibmit to some sacrifice. Yours is a society. pmsessmg
sQurces for such a task, and replete with the power _
Could you be induced to enter into the edifice _

of invests on,«] am certain that you would not. conﬁne yourselves,
i SRS . ,
a5 1 dave een obhgc(d to do, . , N

20 20 “To the mind’s first chamher ’ PN
Round whrch its young, fancres wander,ﬂ ,
l.rtlce weak insects in acave- '
but: you wouldseardh the unexplored dwelhn"‘ places of loftrer thought
--mvestl ate those relatxons of ours, with the world moral and I dp
cal, w‘-’h "‘ﬁ-lt:pherty m)‘f tg."iv,\a.n'dL ?ver'fe“{j?ﬁll uptA md wi
one vast rdea of the Power that estahhshed them ; and in the words
of the unhappy, thoucrh gifted, lJemrr whom I have  Just quoted, )ou
“oul : Erom mines of magic stone draw words that are weapons.”
Itas\o goud]y srght to sce the rapid advances that enquiry is
mang:m our days. It speaks volumes for the diffusicn of a pro-
found spmt of examination, that, though few governments have con-
tributed much, and the greater number nothing, to remove the obsta-
cles with which the sciences had to contend: still, have we ad-
vanced more, in the last half century, than the most visionary hope
of progressive excellence could have anticipated. During this
time we have endeavoured to decipher the sacred records of the
llmdoo, and to ‘unravel the mysticism of the Mandarin ;—we have

pored o'ver the’ antlent philosophy of Persra, and followed, for infor-

)-

‘

mation, thc wandermgs of the Arab; we have sat down with the |

‘Tartar chiéf in his tent, and communed w1th the Egyptian at the
basé of his pyramid ; we have put a tongue into the womb of the
carth, and compelled her to'make known her history, and we have
~summoned from her bosom the dead of ages, to bear testimony to
“the truth of those conclusrons, which enquiry had before establish- .
ed. Tlns is a glorious view of things. It makes us a eonnectmg-
link between antrqurty and futurrty—-a brtdrre across the chasm of
2ges, by the agency of which we claim communion, once more, with
the generations which bave gone hefore us. :

“Various as have been the pursmts of the Jearned, both before and
since the Revolution of France, they hnve not been more various
than the motives which influenced their research. The maxim of
the Roman poet, “ Money konestly if you can, but money at any |
Tate,” seems to have acted upon some; much a greater number scem
to have been impelled by an unaccountable yearning for some spe-
cies of celebrity, and the desire of depreciating every thing, how-
ever sacred,. because now become familiar; a large majority, '
“howevar, to the honour of the aﬂ'e De it spoken, seems to have. toil-
ed in the ways of obscure investigation, for the purpose of raising
an edifice sacred to true plnlosophy, of extending the resources of
the human mind, and conseqnentl) increasing the aggregate of hu- .
man lmppmess. Itisa consolmg reflection, that, while a Volney

~anda Voltaire endeavoured toproot the foundation of Christian
hope, a Youn a Burton, and a Wr]k_mson, were found ready to
go forth and conquer the daring aggressors; and that, while a
Bailly was arraying the powers of amajestic mind against the God
that gave them, there were found a La Place, a Jones, and a Wil-
furt to disprove his assumptrons, unravel his sophisms, and fling a
. ew halo around revelation, which glowed with a brighter loveh-
Bess, from the ordeal to which she bad bees subjected.

ol
: ’Voltzure and? Bmlly"df .the latter. To :\ man reading over some of'

T There' i 4 156 Butad’ miody soiie

céss; There is) m “the human rmnd somethmrr that mal.es it revc-s
rence a tome ‘that locks p the Lno leﬂf'e onast ages.” Thej ima-’
gmntlon chn spread ats dvme m therreglon oﬁ posubrht) to.w hrch
Such 2 volume; seems St6 pomt and‘the thind ; is geuerally of a cha-,

spoesn ¥ st s 4 N .
racter suﬂiclently, vi o\r’\'df- vy drmt o llalf proved cla;mto anthur- :
he Sn=i

tg, mthjel:t aﬁﬁnﬁ*‘lsél&thepleasﬁe of -speeu‘latm‘f‘afp <on~
sequences of the’ admrssron.- T was a subhme und bonndless sphere
| for contemplatron, should.zthe' 21 n ostamc term f rts thousands
and mlllrongof years be tabhshed hat Toon: for conjecture, on

‘the revolntrou‘gt‘d“ whrchhnen £hd tlungs had'been subJecteH durmg

long before the days of such ‘modern personao-es 5. Moses and the’
Prophets Tt was even sentrmental and’ ph..losophxc to view the
“rpystie seroll by which' the dead'of the olden tlme told ‘us the tale’
- of their splendour, or their. nmbrtron, or therr power. As no Daniel’
existed to lnterpret the symhohc phrase,,wrth so much the | more
secunty conld we sit in the shade of the ohel:sL or the pyramld or’
1 gaze upon the Porch of "the Temp]e and, wlule pithic somethmg
| Tike.a pity { for the spirit of the past; thatpn mystic hpn esso. ed to
speak unto, us things, whlch we could* not understand, . we ,gazea
'} upoh the ruin, it was eusy to lmagme more than that " that Spi-
rithad ever: intended to conve) It wr.s by appcals to the
romantic svmpatlnes of the young, and- by supposing what was
fa.lse, to mlslead the ignorance of the old that the 1llum1nce of
the last century endeavoured toroverthrgw the religion of Chrrs-.
tmns. The unfortunate ousseau was, one ot the l'ormer class—-—'

the uforks ol' Voltarre,l

_:nmthmg dt all appears 50 stmnge as- the re-
peated use Tie makes

n Tt rs adrmtted by ull,, »m cases where no
m: dreamt of adm1ttmg, and, in som‘ ‘

s
an e\'er. e thousands ol mst’mces,,
through 1gnorance or throu gl};mﬂ.h_ce, he quotes f'rom authors \mom
!*hé‘,e jdmre&e,s@ts ‘and Jmsgsgg%‘e’s%t stich” an extent, that fiei-g'
“ther sentrments‘nor words ¢an be-said*t elong fo them AR : ok St
acquired the name of a learned man, or the* influence of good one,
is now a problem. A F rench author, whose name I cannot re-
member, but whose work 1 recollect to have read has written a
commentary upon Voltaire. One half the page is given to the
works of that infidel, and the other to a running commcntary upon
their eontents ; and, in my existence, I never dreamt that man could
betray such an excess of ignorance, such’ a malice of d:sposrtxon, and
such'an arrogance of mind, as Voltaire does, without exeiting the re-
probation of the world.  Bailly was quite assuperficial as Voltuire,
whose parasrte he was, and whose dominion he brooked, wrth a uch
slavish homage, asifhe were ademi-god. This man abused sctenttﬁc
enqurry to the most extravagant extent. Itis hard o belicve him’
sincere in his professions, in fact, no man can be indulgent enough
to do so. De Lambert was the first to expose his nonsensical trea-
tise upon Hmdostamc Astronomy, and his master, Voltaire, went
“well nigh lmpeachmg his pupil of loss of reason. However the va-
riety of our species—the number and difference of our langua«es—-
the phenomenon just then dlscoverrng in the carth—the bistory and*
chronclogy—monuments—archazology and philosopliy of the east.”
“ern and early nations, were successively put in requisition to furnish
matter for arraigning the Christian belief. It is easy to cover with'
the dust of learned folios, an absurdity which is itself pretty much
concealed. A spice of philosophie parlance, and a little magisterial
dictation, has a wonderful influence. upon thie uninstructed and su. .
perficially learned of mankind; and such was the mode of lecture
adopted by these men. It was his knowledge of human nature, ra-
ther than confidence in the cause which he- espoused tht produced
the impious boast of the arch infidel—* that the world was con-
verted by twelve , and that he would reconvert it himself
alone,”

~ While threats were being held f’orth agnmst thc reign of true re- |
lwron upon t the earth by those who knew not God—while the mil-
lions of Indian years were paraded before the world, and Chris-
tian'rtylde'duced from the Lamaism of the Ganges—while the hie-
roglyplic symbols were pointed out as the hand writing upon the
wall, that declared Christianity welghed in the balance and found
wanting—while the dynasties of Egypt were multiplied, and its
early civilization exaggerated, until nothing was heard but the
boasts of the revilers and the comp_lalnts of the timid—while lan-
guages, species, monuments, philosophy and all, were brought to
bear upon the truth of “THE worb,”—two classes of persons, 1
might say three, were giving more assistance to infidelity, than it
could cver have acquired by the mﬂuence of its reasonings, or the

LN 1\,\.4.

of merely lruma.n wrsdom,%hnd t]re partlally lguorant \vho essayed\

to rcfute thrugs ofrwhrch lhcy‘ltnehr"httle.. ‘Nothlno' cnn‘be “con-;
cetved ot' a tendency more iy mjurrous,.thun the. refuse.l of" lep"rtrrnaler i
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e .q.\uu.,‘w; 7 Saantudla s
drscussron, or the pronoun '_gg}g ?Ba}thrng tnbsurdr and. rdang roua.
hid ol
.merely because ats ﬁzstt eerancemy,%o&be (n_yonrgbh, wso'ttle !
o, %‘Lt:\""‘ [ M % \;E”\:?
convxctro'r}.. The latte haoomm froln e sourccl [t \ylnc Lwe *‘{&
st 2 s \1 \ e \f.r -lr’.\\ & I \-} .\
are aceysiomed- look tth r ,ﬁ fforr B ivhrllz"mterpd?e (to
. ; ue L .‘ b pale k@ i, A
some- pomnl e\tcnt) betwee l«l’hh ?o:fdlps‘lpnsrrof‘scrence and- theu; 5
'S LA

receptlon bX the world butnt h bqen well? compured tlon dm{n, drg

‘.lus't’lp\gh enongh to stop! tl.h,e pro re' Nof' A siram --l'jxt serves| for 1o R
vy W T, Ser L1 DT T M soy RSy ; 3 .

othor purpose. thar\ th pro_duce an: hrlntron,“nnd N ...3!', and. y”
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wdl gwe douhle energy to' the wnters,#hut, burstmé over thclr bar-w w
rrer, will' sweep along thetr course res:st'less an ma,]estlc, rendcretl
'a thousand 'timés more mrghty, hy the’ lv‘ery Power “thiae” oppo-aed, A
them. It is ridiculous to rise’.up and. e\tmgmsh .the light. ‘of Qb- o r
k_tmbhshed proot‘ by a sweeprng declaratron that it ‘cannot” be.  If =j~\,
'Rehglon, or Philosophy, or Polltrcal Bconomy hc supposed ﬁX(‘(l
unalterable, and inevitably- true, yet dee posed to thates sl
discovery has demonstrated,—the concl lﬁo%‘,that L “
for reconciling them is not yet drscovercd “rather than that on '
the other is false. But to clip the prmons of theﬁr:mnd-—to ﬂmv n
‘_funeral pall of dogmaticism over the llght of the mtellcct hecan\e
:your eye is not strong enougl to view - fo “suhder. the commu-
_nion of the soul with that bright world ¢ where ;leathless mmds do
leave, where er they pass, uputh ofllght "—15 anrlrxous to plnl.m-
Jigo Py, oppoSed to sound plu]osoph), and supposcs,G ods truth to.
lr"%lnre an mterdlctlon of the fucultres, \w:th whreh_ he hnnm.ll‘ lms ‘
bcen pleased to d:gml’y lns crcutnres.
The rﬁvanccmént in ltnow’leige is onc of ther
“for rf e lias, given- focultlcs, helowl(“k o their devClJo'pelrhdh\'t ‘Ifir'od'i" .
il brmg l‘orth lns Rehgron tnumpldm‘n‘t,‘ i\‘ i:o% Ty
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-every ordeal he w
is grent and must prevuxl i 'v\f 3

“The frult s, not in ourl'atc, but in ourselvesi, says Cusgrus, rtpd
‘\?he pame rngt) hes cjpd of the“disere anoles, wlnch sgmthmcs,apg

“‘ecn Tow “discoverias WW are notL rtbh?td"grﬁp'
once thevarious bearings of the objects of rcsearch. Exunnmng oue ;.‘ -
70K, and’ another by and by, we hchold only the distinet colours, from
whose combmatron o beautiful w hole is to proceed ; and in the in-
fancy of screncc, to erush its further progress,. Decause we cannot
comprehend how its first results do harmonize with our own gony ic-
tion, would be just as wise.as it would be for him who know
nought of the painter's skill, to rel'use credence to the possrblhty of
'the portrait, when he beholds the half-finished design of the artist.
Every experience we have had. of thc sciences, is a further proot of
this position ; and { am certmn tlmt the future progress of thearts

and themselves will give it additional strength. Ata period com-

paratively recent, the growing interest in eastern studies was look-
ed upon with terror, by many well mtentroncd and pure mlnded
persons, in every sect and persuasron. They nnnglncd thnt' cwl ,
minds would abuse such studlcs, and weak minds be turncd by-
surmise. They feared and exclalmed Thank God they were
upnheeded. Enquiry has “rolled bock the ﬂood of never-eb])mg
trme, stood nlongsnde the Ptolormes and the Phnrnohs _gone down
into the catacombs and 1nterrognted the departed snntched a lamp
from the table of mdustry to Hrng a wizard beam upon langungc
that had been darkened for ages; evoked the spmtof mtelhvence from
. every century, and, sca, and shore ; and woven a garland, rare “and
beautiful, for the brow of revelatmn, from the tlowers of every field '
of information.

I regret that, after cvery efl'ort at reasonable eondcnsrmon I
am obliged to abandon the most interesting | portion, of my

examples. 1had intended to take a view of the physiology, histo-

ry,and language of the human race, and to shew how. the discove-
riesin these,as well as in Geology, and Phrenology itself, tended to
,shew forth the proportrons of revealed religion. But I find tlmt I
must abandon that task to some mind more able and more nmp}e
than my own ; and select the best I can fromthe philosophy of the
ancients—their ]nstorrcal mouuments and othcr remains. , Whe-
ther these tend to expl:nn an obscunty—rcconcrle an apparent con-
tradietion, or answer a formally proposed objection, different inits '
pature from either, I shall account each aud every one as converg-
ing to the great purpose for which they are mtended o I

Many of you, doubtless, are aware of the eﬁ'orts wlnch the
learned world have been making to produce a hu.rogl:, p]nc alph:\-
bet. The whole world waited with an intense JAnterest upon the
time when these wrztten monumentsof a once mlghty pcople would
explain to the carth the mystery of thexr orxgm. As 1 remerke(l
beforc, 1t was 8 favounte resort for the nppcals of Inf dehty, nnd I

'

Among the means adopted by infidelity to accomplish the end of

pat'ronage of its abettors. These were the extremely timid, who

ma;,r mention, as an instance of the exaggerated notion to wlnch [



