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THE ASCENSION.

Oh Bethany, how beautiful art thou !
T'hon once pure mountain, but polluted now !
Stilt cool, and calm, still shadowy and lone, *
" With myrtles fragrant,-and with firs o’ergrown :
S1ill bright at sun-rise, and st evening wet
With Javish dewsfrom lofty Olivet:
Whose dusky summit overhangs thy hill -
. Stil} more august, snd more umhrnwcous still.
"And echoes yet do bound from slem lo stem
Of busy voices from.Jerusalem.
- -1sthere not one who-by the moonlight strm'
«. Through thy dark, branehy, uninolested wilys,
©, " Whoscents thy hlics at the clear brook side,
"Y \Who loves the tone ol'my perpetual glide,
~ Who fecls thut Gnd is nearer than befote -
‘ \'thmrccoulmnﬂr thy mysterious nycs o'er,
e thinks of what was suflered ,, What was done
Aund thee Bethany ? Not one. Not-one!
And yet when God on earth in munhood dwelt
“This was the mightly <0j0'ul“ where he knelt !
This Wwas the ground that bore its Maker's knees,
Beside these walers, and beneath these trees !
This was the loneliness that hesrd him cry
When silence covered earth, and ciouds the sky !
Yet all o'er carth his kindliest watcli he kept
While many eyes that longed (or slumber slept :
- Aud many eyes tho’ guilty, yet looked glad
At things they sought to have, and oh, they had—
They had them ! yet they urged another tear -
Another ery [rom him that \vigtchgd them here!
And wlen mortality no more he kiew—
Whea he had cutered death, and passed’ it thro’;
When, like a shadow from hid sacred tread
Back to the holy sepulchre it liad
Then thy Creator thou didst once more sec, )
Oh bcuuuﬁxl and hallowed Bethany ! )
Not l\nee]m" now :—abasenent no more preseed
Tears fron: those cyehds,,s:'rhmg from that Lreast :
That brenst now burns with Godheud those eyes see

Whathath been what is, und what shail be.
“Yet his mild arms of blessing te outspread
. Qr s diacipléa, o'cr each beading hewd,
That bem adoringly, until.a cloud,—
Mot ﬁlled with lightning; flimes, and thunders loud,—
o slay them, hm  cloud ot‘clller biue, ’
fevening so{tness, close and closer drew !
Tt s!_mned the Son of God while standing thero::
-1t rose, abd he rose with it thro’ the nir!
"Fen thousand clou:l-borno_mlgc]s near him went,
Vith harps and sougs that shook the irmament !
While all the listening worlds that seemed to bo
" Like islands, rising from éternity,
Returned the seraph-shouts from their br ight shores,
+ Lift up your hends ye everlasting doors !
“1ie comes! the.conquerer of human sin :
“ Iie comes ! the King ¢ ornlor\- entersin.
“ [Te cometh’ who was bm'n at Nazareth :
¢ He cometht wuh the keys of bell and death !
& Tg scatter torments, and 14 shed rcwnrd:,
. “For he.is King orlunws, nnd Lord of Lordst”
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GEOLOGY AND - REVELATION
No.- 2.

DR. PYE !:l\IITIl S LECTURES. )

Tue Fifth Lecture was delivered to an undiminished 'mdxence
on the evenmg of Tuesday, March 26. Having read 1 Thess. v.
21, the Rev. Doctor remarked upon the duty of a thorough inves-
:gauon of the word of Gop as essential to the great end of our ex-
isténc_e ; namely, a union with Him.  Between the works of na-
ture and the word of Gop, though there may be apparent discre-
pancy, there cai be no repl discordunce, since both proceecded
from the same hand.  We waaf ficts correctly stated. We should
study the book of natare as if we had uot Lieard of Scrif)ture, and
apply ourselves to the word of Gob as if the book of nature were
not open before us.  Adverting to various modes ¢f surmountiug
difficulties, Dr. S. observed, that the manner in which Dr. Bucxi-

" LAND had expressed himself on this subject was much to be "re-
gretted ; though he was sure that that eminent individial could not
have mtended all that would naturaily be inferred from it. Speak-
ing of somne app.u-ent d:bcmpzmme:, he has this sentiment—T hat
if, in this respect, geology seems lo require some concession
from Scripture, it may afford te concede something in considera-
tion of the services which geology hus rendered ‘to revelation.
““ We have ndt,”’ said the” Rev. Lecturer, °¢ power fo- concede
anything —truth has aothing t0 concede.” The Scriptures minsy

w caréfuily and gramm.xt:calfy examined ; ard, in doing 50, "he

-

would be excited in some quarters by fearless and impartial exe-
aeses which might present a deviation “from their nz’erpretalwn
of Scripture, or {rom hypotheses of their own, which they had re-
garded as the only possible solution of difliculties ; and, while he
could not but respect the motive, and highly ecsteem many indivi-
duals expressing such feclings, he musz say that it was too oficn a
¢¢ zeal not according to knowladge.’

Some feel no dlfﬁcuhy uf‘weoiowlcal fuets lhe) know little, yet
persuade themselves they know cndughto judge of the whole
matter ; and, puttmrr their mtorpremtxona in the place of inspira-
tion, reckon it among the highest points of the Christian faith that
lJle first sentence of the Bible is not an mdependent statement, but
forming part of‘n connected detail of occurrences. And should a
doubt of this’ be e\pressed, it is not to be met by argument, but to
be put down by 'mllmntv "[Here the Rev. Doctor read an ex-
tract from the Rev. H COLE whicli excited no little merriment;

|{and of shich it was dlﬂxcu]t to say. whether it were most distin-

guished by ignorance of every:rule.of argumeut, or dogmatical and
vulgar assumption, which forcibly contrasted with the courteons
and truly Christian terms in which Dr. Sarrri’ adverted to the
writer. ]

He must ptotest first, against the assamption \vhl(.h ran lhrourfh
the whole, and the presumption which regarded the Scriptures
aud his interpretation of them as_identical. ‘On his' own hehalf, ns
an humble geologist, he must deny, and he must say indignantly
deny, the charge of rejecting the divine inspiration of the Haly
Scriptures, and affirm his utter abhorrence of the thought of muti-
lating them, Advcrtmrr to certain extracts from the (..ommcnt'zry
of LurHER, which Mr. C. had {ICCOIllp']nled with an amusing
note of exultation, at the exact comcndcncu of the sentimems of
¢¢ This blessed man”’ with, g’ own, lhc Rev Docfon said lhuw
w]nle he would not yield | 10, Mn Cour in udmlralwn ‘and love of
that great manj he, could not place much dependence’ on:liis’views
of Natumlwphllosophy Hc Lhourrhtult no, dlspnmgemenl to’ LU-
THER- that in his commentary ‘on . ‘the 5th chaptcr of Gencsxs he
should have spokcn of the nlmosphere in telms winch every one
now kuew to be hot accordant with fact ;-that e regutded every
star as taking its light fvomn the sun, aud as moving with it - round
the earih. Cltmathe language of Mr. CoLE, the Rev. Doctor ex-
claimed, * What a fduhful smlplc, self-evident” cxpos:l:on this
zood man was inspired to Jleave to the world " (Cheers and
langhter.) Dr. SmiTH then cited a portion of LuTwitgr’s iutro-
duction, in which he obscr\'ed that little more -could be known
fromn the scriptures than the general truth that the world had :
Divine origin ; that they were rather designed to cxhibit tfcneml
principtes than minute details. - ** o wrote the ©blessed man,’
and thus laid down Lhc ;position on which I rest my re-
marlis.”’ _ :

« I likewise protest,” sa'i"d the Rev, gentleman, © 'xrnumt the

constant strain of vituperation in virhich this gentleman spealxs of

the friends of science. To reprcsent them as open cnemics of
1eve}auon is‘neither just nar wise; and tends Lo foster in the- minds
of such us either msbelxeve or doubt the Scriptures, a suspicion
that lhey will not bear the test of scientific scrutiny.
be: 1dexmﬁed with the ¢

This is not
philosophy and “vain deceit” which werg
Orlenml fancy, founded, not on obscrv.xt:on Lut nmagmallon-—ldle
pracu"di anphc.xhon. The natural p‘nlosophy ofour own tlmes was
the opposite of this in- its constitation and tendency Searching
out the works of Go», it admitted nothing as data without
ample cvidence, and conducted ils researches to- a practical
end. It may be abused—so may any of the rnfts' of Gop,
whizh no one would reject on that aceount. The practice repro-
bated is a command of Gop :—¢ Consider the works of the
Lorp.””’ : ‘

s Further, though their interpretations of the word of God must
rest on theirown cvidence, it is useful to know the opinion of
sound and judicious -critics whose industry and charicter entitle
them to regard. On this ground, aud notas plicing an absolute
reliance on their opinions, I cite some cininent and excellent au-
thors both- ancient and modetn, who regarded the declaration
forming the first senience of Gefesis as announcing » pre-existent
order of things ;' and, however thesec may differ froin cach
other or. from trutls, they coneur in sﬂparatmn 'tho first fram theo
succeeding statements. Some of the fathers, as CLEMENS ALEX-
‘nfmurws and OmGnN, consndoved that sentence as refening
to matters loag before created, out of which the heavens and zarth

were mndé. AUGUsTINE represents the original creation thus de-
. ) . ) « . .
scribed as bearing the same relation to the_details which follow as’
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the sub_[ects ofapostolic reprchensmn they avere the eftusions of

and \'lalO"lal_Y speculntmns, destitute- ol' ewdn,nce, and, ]mvmrr no||:

and CHRYsosTOM ly dowu the- prmclplc, that Moses describes
only the sensiblo appearaiices of’ things in language adapted to the
knowledge of the Israelites. Carnvin observes of this sentence,
that its great design was to ‘establish thiy truth, that the world was
not from cternity, but that it was created by Gon.
was g grand anid indep"eizdcni axiom. ‘T'o the sane oﬁ'ect were
the testimonies of Bishop’ PAT RICK, Dr. JEXNINGS, Dr. WaRrD-
raw, and Dr. REDFoORD. '

The Rev. gentleman then adverted to a publication of the Rev.

ment than Mr. CoLg, but on that account more {ouching in Lis
censures.
and the CoNyBEARES® a8 associated with infidels in undermin=

ing the truths:of revelation.  Like other opponents, ho identifies”
lis interpretations with inspired writ. According to this gentle-
man, our highest notion of creative power is that of a universe

brought. into existence in its )
the moment. . The: notion of fossils being n sort of mineral
creation, found (as we understood) a place in this gentleman’s
ispeculations.  He also supposes a rapidity in chemical and me-
chanical forces incenceivably beyond their present character, (o
account for the various formations of rocks. Granting this how-

ever, to the ntmost extent, the question relates not to strata onI),
butto organic remains.in them 3 and the supposition that the va-

1ation of bone.and muscle, with.internul strueture and vehicles of air
and’ food to the obvious wants of the nnimal, are now in tho condi-
tion of their first creation, is beyond the rungo of argument. “Let’
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Anothcr of his, ohJecuons was 'arrumst lho lheory of the‘oartfn
having, llnder'OﬂO ‘suceéssive processes ‘ol heac and. coohn
placmv the )nllabllanls in continual danger. It may, however, satis "
{y some "to know, that long ago this heat had arrived at the* pomt
whete the non- conducunfr power of the earth’s crust regulated its'
permanent temperature, so that in the ordinary course ol things o*
change in tempcmturc would be influenced. by tho oceasions to
whicliit is ordinarily nseribed : that this point wus probubl_‘,r reach-
ed some ume before the creation of man, and was among the’ ar-.
rangements for this comfort. The Rev. Doctm concluded his"
1|iremarks on Mr. BRown with deprecating s altempts «to smothier
inguiry. ?

Tt was-with puin he now felt compelled to advert to a class of
"eoloulats not to he ranked amongst unbclu,vers,.who, neverthe-
less, asserted an actual discrepancy belween the fucts of science-
and the statements of revelation.  With sentimehts of sineere re=
spect for Dr. BanpacEand Professor Puivnmn.,' he could not
agrée with the formcr, I suppo:mur that we cannot depend upon
our ublhty to mtnrpret scriptare cor reclly, it having been writ=

U’S\

ueed nol have becn careful 1o inform us that he did not under-"'

guage dlatm«mshcd by its smphcnty and to the study of which &
lmowled% of cognalc languages ufords great facility.

‘Nor could ho sgree thh Professor PowrLr, who, though he
found no dxﬁxcully in ndmmmg the mLcll:n‘:b!e characlcl of g~
brew, )et considered it so highly peeficul us to be little relied on
in relation to' statements of facts. ‘The language of scripture is
not gencrally that of poetry, but of plain, straitforward narrative or.
precept. A certain dramatic character runs through-the whole
hook in.describing:the relations of Gop fo man, ascribing to him
delight, abhorrence, “etc., etc, This mode of expression is ob-
viously adopted in condescension to onr capacities, which could
make no other subaervient to a knowledge of our duty. This prin~
ciple is sufficient to carry us out of such adifficulty without im-
pugning the narrative of fucts. We, equally withfhim, would de-
precate the construction of theories of scicnce out of the scrip- -

dle course which neither toctures the scriptures to make thein.

meet our interpretations of revealed truth. .

GOn Thursday March 28, the Rev. Docior resimed,-in a Sixth :

Lecture, his consideration ofthe various thepries by which the dxl’-
d e ’

A theory was broached about thirty years ; ago whxch had many

d:stmgmshed advocates, among wbom were JAM'EE PAnxmson,

And thut this .

J. M. Brown, a clorgyman of the Church 'of England, whom ho
described as o man of eminent piety and excellence, . less vehe-

.

Herepresents “ the BucrLAaNDs, the SEpGwicks, |
P

'
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complete state by ~ the fiat of -

rious parts of which theso remains consist, exhibiting every adap-

lho vast mulitade of molluscous and conchiforous shells be cex~ .
ammcd und Lhe 4,800 -species of fossils 5 and - think” whether a “;”\
notlon tlnl S0 plu)s into the Innds of atheigm is worlhyatmho che— ok

4
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tures, but feol no need of going Lo the opposite extreme of* sap- . -
posing them irrcconcilably opposed to facts.  Let ours be the .mid-.,".-

speal the language of suenco, nor suppresses the facts of nature (0- ;-

ten in a'language the least intelligivle "-of any. ., Dr. Baseace: -

stand chrcw, or he. would not have thus spoken of a lan-
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ficulties prcsenu,d by geolomcal facts were mot. . - . :- e




