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skipper, -onfroitin'g,,the.-foeat;the pass.
- n; tkhe right»pfi the; compan ion. wa:y,

whiife I taak the, oppositepass an ;the
left, 11yau 4trik.efar Jfe, or dleathY.

Of.tha succ.eeding.mninutes. -have no
distinct recolect.ion.-.,ThIe.re was a wvild
el ashing af cutiasses, mingied xvith the
reports oi pistais and the shou t§ ai angry.
conibatants, wvhile accasionally a shrilt.
cry ai agon!y, fram.samez one desperateiy
wounded, rose aver the: pproar. Our.
stock af- fire-arms was scanty, sa that
we. had littie with, which ta, appose tho
foe.except.cutlasses, wvhile mast ai the
desperadaes were armed with pistas.-
But aur men were nerved wvith Lhe en-
energy. af despair, ftnd aur defences,
sliglit as they were, cansiderably retard-
ed the appraach af the fac. In vain the
piraticaL leader, urging an his ruffians
by his .example, struggled ta penctrate
inta, aur littie circie; the skcipper, bra veiy
cantronted him and sustained by four
stu.rdy aid men-of-war's m ' n, hurlcd hm
bacir on his iallowers as aiten as he en-
deavored ta clamW beover aur defences.
Sa tierce 'vas the cantest in this quarter
that the cutlasses, croàsing each ather
in ste, formed a bridgre aver the tiva
leaders, wvhule the blades fiashed sa rap-
idly and incessantiy as to canceai the
real state ai the cauffict. The few has-
ty glances wvhich I was -able ta cast
toward zny carrdes revealed nathing
except a wild confusion, fram which. I.
could extraet oniy the fact that thre
siripper, thaugir waunded dcsperately,
maintained his graund. &nd my at-,
tentian was soaon wholly accupicd by
my awn immediate appanents, for a.
pae.ty.oai the ruffians, seeing, the deter-
mined opposition made.ta their leader,

zfight.on.my side.afib -te oin pan'ibn;ivay f,
igrew as fièrce.ýas:that niamintiainéèd. by -ýd
the ('vo leaders. Standýing at theapen.:.;
ing betwcvýen the ,water éask.siaTd-us-..
tainéd on.eithersid.eby.two of th.crewç..i::
we.beat dovn succéssively..e.very Inanr i:
who attempted to,.pasÈ our. deené.e.,.
In this despora-te .struggle vi,7e. eI
speedil1y. %vounded,:bùit 1 stili conItiued-:ý*
cheeri.ng mymen, for. the.thought ai aur:
innocent campanians, nerved me td, thbm
utmost. Again and again.uurdeiencer>:yi'
ivere nearly surmouu.te.d; again a:nd
again, with gigàntic efforts, we hurled.
back the assailants. Three several,
Limes wvas 1 wouindcd, ane af My littie..
party wvas shot dead, and.ali of uswer
streaming with blaad, yet stiil we mai'n7 - -
tained the unequal combat For the.
rest of the figlit ail ivas confusin.-
Mhonts and oaths, the rattle of blades,,
the crack aifpistais, the dull, .heavy
sound of men falling to. the dicckc;.the
groans ai the wvounded and the despair.
ing slir*eks of the d3 ing met the ear,
inglircd in a wild uproar, !iko the noises.

in a ievercd dreain. Duringr this melea
1 %vas consciaus only that the gray.-hair-.
ed father ai E lien, talzen the place ai -a...
scaman who had. fallen, was fig!ting. at
my side, his silvery lacks dab6lèd %ith
bload from a cut. in his head; .and the.,
spectacle roused'ali the energy; %ithin
me. But!I felt that aur resistance cou].d
nat much longer -be, pratrýacted. We
had suffeced quite as sevce]ey asthe
pirates-for every man .they Iot there
were three ta taire h .s place;. wbile it.
had required, aven at first,. the, whoieo ai.
aur littie farce ta deie nd, our.:barrica.ie,
.and* aur thinncd numbers could- noiv
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