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.content with thc bounucs of nature, as
- fome phllofophcrs in Jove with fimplicity
“haveintolcatéd,”
_the variols d;"fcrcnt nations that inhsbit
the globe would ceafe, the pofitive plea-
fures of varicty would be loft, the moft
vigorous faculties would lic torpid, and
-inflead of that- enlargement  of mind,

whichis the effe@ of extentive communi.

cations, we.fhould all hecome as narrow
in our notions 2s the inhabitants of the
rudeft country that has yet begn difcover.
cd, rudér far than we can almoft believe,
who have from ourinfancy participated of
travelled intelligence.
many falfe pofitions and licentious re.
veries, obferves, with much ‘juflice, that
the education of man begins at his birth,
and is carried on during the whole - courfe
of his life, ‘Let it then be conndered how
miuch more ignorant the groffz(t of our

common people would be, were there not .
in the great fchoo! of the world, that”

quantity of information brought frum o-
ther conntries, which is every where dif-
feminated. The lowe mechanick, though
he may not have diitint and accurute

fcience, has yet fuch a flure of geography, °
‘of natural hiftory, of mechanicks; and °

other parts of knowledge, that were his

.mind to be eniptied of it, thé wretched
vacancy would amaze us.

Ic has always appe ared to me, that there

_ 15 an eflential ditfference between different

kinds of luxury, as to the pernicioulnefs

" of its effefls.

by which, the palate is irritated, and the

digeftive powers pufhed to an extrame -

degree, muft be- hurtiul to the corporeal
machine, by ufing it too fall; and we
®now that in gencral as it grows. weak,
" the mind growsfecble.. Theluxury of in-
dolence, the fazal effedts of which impreba
“Sirer, havk.cver been acknowledged, and

. are defcribed with no lefs rruth than. poe-..

tical imagery in Thomfon’s Caftle of Indo-
lence, is alfo deftre@ive o happinefs —
But | cannat be of epinion that the luxury
of magniﬁcencc and elegance in bt.ilding,

in planting, in drefs. and _equipage, and in

_all the fine arts, ought..to be ar all dif-

couraged ; for I think that all thefe kinds
of luxury promote diligence and a&ivity,

and lively. enjoyment, without beimg at
allhurtful,  Thinking as I do upon this
fubjeft, [ cannot perceive the wifdom of
‘thofe fumptuary laws as to drcls,

-to be found .in {onie’ modern . republicks,
J"uch as chcu. Luccea,
' fem=mber, that wheo 1 was at Licea, the
" firange regulation that the citizens of that
- flate hall appear dret only in- black, zp-

‘the intercouilé between

Helvetius, amongft .

The luxury of the table,.

which -
prevailed in ahoient ﬂatcs, and'which are -

and Ferrara, [

On Luxury.

‘pcarcd to me to be an xll-;udgcd as w

as
a vcry-dull neg.mvc provifion. _Surely.X-..
‘focicty of hiuman beings, who prefent to
cach other only a dufky uniformity, is'fot
fo happy as a fociety where invention . is
exerted, and tafte difplayed, in all the va-.
ric:’ics‘of..fnrms and colours whichare to
be feen in (plendid courts and brifliant af- -
fembhlies, That paper of the Spedtator, -
which gives a finie defeription of the drefs
of the ladies of London at the play hobfe
one evening, when the Scornful Lady was
afted, has dwelt upan my memory fince L
firit read it with-a very pleafing gaicty,—

_And willit bé faid that delicate, agreeable

-of infiuence on the mind,

f:nfanom, which are primarily .owing to
ingenuity and labour, fhould be checked 2
I know not how to account forit; . but T
hive no doubt that drefs has a great deal
-Every one has
felt himfelf* inore difpofed - to  decorom
and propriety and’ courtefy, when gen-
tecHy dreffed, than when in flovenly appa-
rei. Perhaps there is a general propenfity
in our faculties to afimulaté themfelves to
that circumltance about us, which i is moft

: pcrccpuolc of whatever fort it sy as mat-

clothcs.

ter-takes a form from whatever mould * is
applied to it: *' It has certajnly been re~
marked that tthe nroft gallant med  have
been fond of €€gance of drels. Cafar’ wag
at firft cenfured for an excefs of  the cpra .
corperis; and a very brave modcrn general,
Lord Mark Kerr, is celebrated equally for
bis dc(crmmcd courage and his’ ﬁnc E

I would make a.wide d;l'tm&lon bc-
tween allive taxary and paﬂ”xvc luxury ; ™
between the enjoymentwhich is the effe®&
of power of whatever fpecies, and’ en;oy-‘

-ment which we receive by the miere>mo:

{

tion of fenfe ; and [ am aware that luxury
may fruftrate its own ends by unreftrained
eagernefs. SallufR, after defcribing fome .

-of- ‘the- moft- proﬁngdtc and- voluptuous—ef=—

fects of Roman luxury, thows us. that en-
joyment was prevented- by impatiende 5
dorsmire prins quam for:ni eupido effet 5. non fa~:
mem aut fitim 3 degue frigus, neqae: lafficudia
nem operiri 5 fd ea omnia fuxw’ antecapere,—

¢ They went to bed before they had an in- -

‘clination. 1o fleep ; ‘they.did not wait _for.

_hungér or thirft, cr celd, or wearme{s,

bur anticipated then by mdu)gcncc. oI
cannot charge the fathionableworld of this -
age with one of thefs -courits, ‘the chargx:~

of going 1o Bed before they have an’ mch- ;

nation to fleep,” for mdulgence m refk. .
cannot jaftly be imputéd; to them 5 :bat I
belisve they know from. fretful ‘experience °

-what isthe effe& otthe o:her m&anccs oE'_r

anncxpatwn. SR -
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