
ILFRACOM BE.
"Frigbtened at that 1 No, ir, nor iiot likely

to be eitber. 1 nover wvas rcaliy frightened but
once in my life !

"Oîuily frightened once iii yonr ife! Come
then, Captain, tell us all about it ; it must have
beeu a rare frigbt to asat yon al your life."

Il Was it a ghost ?" added the brother of tbe
aset siieaker.

1,,'No, Mastcî' Klfred, it was no ghot ; 1 don't
believe ini ghostuess myscîf."

Il Weil, tell us ail about it," repeated William
Sinclair.

"lBut I tbought yoit young gentlemen want-
cd me to take you ont fising," rcplied the old
boatinaîi, conîmomly cailed Caîttain Abbott.

0So wo did ; but te sunt is so hot now, and
you aaid we alîouid flot catch mînch as the wiiîd
was eust ; s0 we would iiiucît ratdier hear wbat
frigbtened you, anid go ishing siiother tinie."

''Yes ; iii thee vî'iiiiig,' cbiied iin Alfred
Sinclair. 'lWbcîi the sun lias gomme doÀmi sud
the wiud may have changed fron the eat by
then, you know, Captaii."

IVery iikely it may, ir; ofteîî doos juat be-
fore auiîset. Now, if you youîg gentlemen like
to do so, l'Il, row you acroas the harbor to Rap.
paroe Cove, sud we can it in the sbîîde there,
aud l'Il moud my nîets a bit, whle I spin a yarn
for yon."

"We'Il row snd yomî steei," exclainîed the
two brothera, jumping into the boat and takiîîg
the oars. " Wliat is it called Rappareo Cove
for V''

Il Can't aay, ir ; uniless it ho thuat smugglimîg
used to ho carricd ou bere; it's a couveniient
place tou a boat iii, you sec. Sonie Sîrnîislî
sbips woî'o iost on tîte rocks home years ago, sud
many a gold tlonbloomi found its wsy into Ilfra-
t~ombe frorn thein. Muiid your oar, Mr'. Alfred,
bore we are. Nowv l'Il nmake the boat fast and
briug the nets-as niice a place to spend an bour
or ao, to my tbinkimmg, as iieed be. Wbat do
you aay, ir ?" said Abbott, appealiiîg to the
eider brother.

'Il thiuk it's the jolliî'st plac'e I ever saw',
Captaim, with those beautiful cliffa at our back,
aud ahl those rocks ruîîning ont imto the ses.
And mow, Captaiîi, for your story," said WVil-
liam, tbrowîug lîinîself on the dry. warm aand
iiear Abbott, aud sbadiing ha ceyca witlî hia bat
wbile Alf'red seated bimsoîf on a large atone ou
tlîe other side of the sailor, and commenced aby-
ing pebbles into the water.

IlI've been tlîiukiîîg, youmîg gentlenmen, 1
can't tell yon wlîat figiteued nie without tel-
ing you a good bit of' îuy early life."

"lAil the, btter,"1 said the two brothera.
"Ail the better. Now begin, as the qtory books

alwsys do, witb ' Once upomi a time.' "
Abbott took off bis bat and wiped lus face

with bis bamdkercbief several timnes ; lie wua
fine looking fellow, in his bline guerusey sud bare
throat, snd dark curly liair well treaked witlî
grsy.

I was boru. at Clovelly yomdeî," lie begami.
"snd ived thero the firat twelve or foui teeu

years of my life. Yon can soc the furtberest
pýoint there awvay to the left ; the' prottiest place1u nglanîd, to my thinkiug. We moved f romt
Ciovelly to lifracombe. My fatlier was a car-
ponter, sud I worked witli bim wben I wasm4't
going off to ses. WheuIi was about 18, I wont
to Squire Basstt as carpontor, but 1 atili îived
at home, and walked backwvard sud forward
uigbt sud nîorning if 1 didu't get by wator. I
waa the ouly child they ever lîad, sud my poor
înotberi rade n good deal of me. She 1usdnover
the beat of beatb ; 1 remeiber bier beiug very
bearty, but sie wss a good woinan sud a good
motlier to me.

Ill'm aorry for îîuy lad who bsnî't a good
mother. No oneiecamubc wliat a muother is to a
lad. The tliouglît keepa bimi fronti îîany a bart-
fui tlîîmg ; bie oldi't like to vex bier, or hoe
would be ashamîîed of lier kîîowiiig, whieutlbe
woîld mot care so nucît about lus fatlier. 1 owe
a good dciii to inyiy notîem'. l'ni ceî'taiîî stire of
that. All tlhe coînfortable tliings a mnother does
to lellp to kel ma souis lieart soit snd loviîig to
lier-for we're ail more or less selfisbi-vou kiîow.
Weil, mtiy father died wlîcîî I %vas jUmt turnmed
twemty, and helore 1 was 211 lîad begîu to keep
corîîjnuv witb a giml tîtat liad been a tiiiîc at
&lîuire Baasett'iî but afterward site caine inito
the town bore, as lierauiit set us lodging.bousc
sud site was to help ber.

IVisitors ad begîmftyit tofind ont i.this ililace

speakiug iii tluat kind m ay, sud not flyiiîg ont

about Susan as mauy mothers would. when they
didn't approve, kept nie from being vexed with
lier.

di'You'l îot leave nie, Jem, if you do miarry l"
she said, 'will you ? My heailh's neyer good,
yon know, and I'd like this to be your home so,
long as 1 live.' Fatlier biad Vut a bit of money
by, but it was ail hers, and I d neyer thouglit of
lesviiîg lher, so I said, 'No, miother, l'Il not leave
you. l'Il alwaysbe your son, even if 1 have a
w ife.'

"' You'l promise mie tliat V' she said.
d'Yes mother, I promise,' 1 said. ' 1 promise

willnilgly.'
di' Thank you, my boy,' ahe answerod, and

agaîn she put ber thiii bauds ou my boad and
kisscd me. 'God blcss you, Jem ; aud may lie
guide you in your choice, sud keelp you in al
votur ways.'

"She iever said a word about îîne fot having
told lier, and neyer said slie didn't like Susait,

voith see, so I eonld not but feel a bit vexed
wit .yself for neyer hiaving taken counsel with

miother, or let lier know wbiat I was tbinking
about.

dWell, wc went on, Susan and me, keeing
coimpany sonie three years, and then 1 thought
it was time we should think of marrying. My
work was very regtilar, chiefiy carpentcring, and
îny wages good.

diWell, I asked Susan about our settiing, but
slie wvas quito set on hiaving a bouse of her own,
and that 1 could not promise. ' Mother will be
as good as your own mother couid have been,' 1
said, 'and thore's two sittiing-rooînis-onie will
be yours, Susan, and aIl your own things iii it.'
No; sbe wasn't pieased, aud I wRssn't, aud wc
walked homte rather put ont with ecd other,
aud as we came near tho nursery gardens beyond
tlhe cburch, Nve met the new uîblolsterer, Mr. Ai-
bort Strong, smoking like a climiney, aud lie
took off his bat ini a free and easy way to Susan.
I didn't liko it ; sud when lie had goîle on, saya
1, 'You know that young in, Susan !

di' Know hiiu! of course I do. I shou]d
tlîink every one knows hiiu bhy this tinie-mnost
geuteel he is, aud maken sucli a good shop iii
Iligh-street-me comtes froint London.'

"The mîcxt time I met this Mr. Albert Strong
was s Stnday aft.erniooii sud to iny surprise
Sutan was witbhit suad lie smokiing ail the
tirne. She coloured up a bit, and aoemed vexed
at meeting me, for shie had sent me word sp
could flot walk, as lier autît had lodgers and
wanted her in that day ; sud it was miot a likely
p~art of the place for nie to be too. However,
slie camne forward sud said àtunt had let lier go
at ldst; it was a shaine, sucli a lovely eveuingy
to stay ini the house, and Mr. Strong liad escort-
ed lier tilI she could iiiect nie.

di' Wbatever made you tbink of looking for
flie 0on the Torr?"' said 1, feeling nncomifortable.

"i' Do you thiiik you're so timall oie can't
see you ?' said sihe, laughiug ; and I was nigli a
foot bigher than Mr. Strong, so if sbe had been
looking ont for me no doubt shc miglit bave
accu nie front the bill ; and, perhaps, I ought
flot to have suspected auything. We walked
on a bit together, aud then somehow I thought
lie made a aign to Susan, and once more I foît
uncomfortable, and longed to knock him dowu.
V've often wishied I had tlcu ; but ho took his
leave immediately after, and I began to feel. a
littie botter.

« Very geuteel he's dresBed, isn't hie ? said
Susan, as soon as lie was out of hearing.

'i Gonteci, is it ? Olt !I didn't kuow,' I said.
'I1 thouglît Ibis coat iuat have been cnt ont of
a remuant ; lie couldn't button it alter a good
dinner, l'Il be bound.'

"iSucli a tbing« as it was! BIne clotît aud brasa
buttons and amali tails bohind.

d'And his hiair is brualîed s" very genteel,'
ahe coutituod ; 'sud amells 80 sweet.'

"iSo we weut ou, sud abe seemied as if site
would ouly talk that way. 1 could flot get bier
to be grave, or thinik about the bouse ; not that
evenitig, jior atuy tiî.te we were togetlîer. She
ziever lot lue begin about our settling or any-
tliinig serions, if' ahe could help it; and oiue day,
about a iiiontii aftor tlîat walk, I said I thought
site bad soinethitug on ber mind-was lier -aunt
good to lier?1

"4'Oh yes,' she said, dieverybody was botterto lier tban alie deserved.'
di'Well, corne honte witb rue titis eveing,' I

Said, 'sud bave tea with ns and ;ee what thee'lt
say to, the bouse; it's a lonîg tinte, Susan, since
thee've beemi to see îîîother." 'I1 can't, I can't,'
sbc said, «'dou't ask me ; jiot to-night, James,

"Why, lier aunt's corne to sec aftem lier, sbe's
not been in aiuce moruing, Joui, sud-'

"'And whist, muother !' 1 said feeling scamed
like.

" 'Hem beat clothes sie gomie, sud Mrs. Hcbbs
bas hemîrd she urss scemi earhy to.uiay ou the moad
to Lee.'

" 'Wbat sbould take Susan to LeeV~
" Wcll, Jaunes Abboff,' said ber aunt-rbo

lîad followed my miiother sud was mat oufaide
tlhe door, thoughi I bsdu'f noticed bier-' l'mn
sure if ahl's tmue, it is quito as strange to nie as
to yon ; 1 uevem urss so tcck aback, sud I hope
you'll throur no blanie on ie for it.'

" 'For urlat, Mrs. Hobbs?' I said ; « îvlat's
fmue ? Wbat's the natter ? Cam't you tell s fehîcur
at once, sud not go plsying witb hini, vhem
ycn've gof bitru on fichtcbok sure onough?'

'WTell, imîdeed, Mrs. Abbott, I1ulou't like tell-
iug thîings toc suddiut like,' she said b uit if
James would rallier kuon, ito orie lias5 a biffeýr
right, of course, thian himi. ell, themu, mimey
ssy that Aibeit Stmoîîg iveut to Lee this uuîcîmîiuîg,
foc. Hia ahîoî's enîpfy, sud the quarteras jusf Up.
Tliey suspect thiat fbey bave becs uurrried at
Lee. Stroug lias been sleepinîg theme, andulurulk-

Ing bsckwamd snd forîvard for a fortiiistht, auud
they ssy the bans mnuat haire been cried thîcie.
She came infto a bit of muey about a mouifh
ago.P

"'Mouey! sud me neveî' to kiuw!' 1 said.
'Wby, t'was only yestemday I aaked ber if shie

wanted any ! l'un off to Lee, iothier. If lie's mînt
mammied hem, l'Il foilour thc'm, break every boite
imu bis body, amnd briug lier safe home to Mrs.
Hobbs. If tlîey are uîamried, l'Il come home fo
you, mother. 1 aaid I'd ho ycur son aIl mmuy hife."

" I was niot long getting to Lee, but the clcrk
husul gone ouf fishimîg, sud the parson lîsd middemî
over fo Barmîstaple. So I cliinbed tc thto f a 
billartd watchîedttiitýhe boats begaîî refirîunimg. I t
bad got so dark, I 1usd to n'ait l'or tlîe clcmk f0
get a lantermi, before ure reut tc the cburch. H1e
broughf out the bock, sud tliere suie encugh
was the nusuriage : Abemt Stu'oîîg amîd Susaii
Turner. Mr. Wrey had unarriod t beinsud gomue
to Bamustaple after, tîte clerk said. 1I îîvm' spoke
a word, weut cuit cf tho chmurclu, sud straight
honme.

" I wout about iîîy wcrk a weok or turo, samd
themi I felt I hîad no stomîîsch for it. 1i muna have
s change of sonie sort, sud I diui not sec how to
get it, sud lbave tlue îoom moflior, eithem. I urs
turung it over iii my mind rhîeî a gmooin froin
Squire Bsssett's rode uji, sud.s'rii i ycnîîggeutle-
maninmiis yacht n-as ofi' Wati ti outh iBay, and
wauted s bautdy mnuto dco cîuîu'little work on
board at omnce ; so lho, being ra fmieîîd cf uiue,
calhed to give nue the job. Eveuî tlîis urs iiffei'-
omît from.n'hat 1 had beemi ut ini tîfraconube, so 1
took up uîy irallet, sud toid unothuer niot to irait
dmmmer for nie ; got a lift in a boat as fle id ue
sorv.ed, snd lias there iminO il in-i.

"The yacht urss off W'sfe-uiiuit h Island (ycu
musat go sud sce that, sud the cas-es tbeî'c toc,
young geufiemnen, some day : îuaiîîautifuî trip it
is). Well, Iuremît oui board, anti Mr. Hamuiltont
h'imsehf urss theme, sud told mue at onîce ahi hie
wauufed doue. I did if to bis satistactiou ; lie go'
iug up and douru sud couminîg back eî'ery nour
sud thon, sud aaking m le s iuestiomi or turc.

'D)o you kuon' anytlig aiborit urking s
slip Y' said ho. ' I've miever buemi oun board omie
like this, sir,' I said, ' but, of course, 1 amîm as
much at boume imu our filiiimg sunacks auud suclu
like crsft, as on lanud, livinig always by the ses.'

"'Ammd yon'mo a hîamdy uîmn auîdcamigive s
hand to, anything gcing cmi, I hear,' continued
Mm. Hamilton. ' And a soher outoo, uricl i s
best ofsall.'

"'Yea, air, I hope 50.'
'And your nsmie's'jIaies Abbott, I tiirk 7'

"'Yes, air.'
'Weil, Abbott, domî't htave flic yacht f111 I

retumu - You seefliere's s cold pie sud sommue bmesd
sud cheese there ; est your diuîutem, snd l'il
come back.'

" Iniabout an hiont Ilutarul Iîium colucback.
1, and Squire Bassett nitît Iiinîi. I cculd lîcar
tbem taikimîg ail the wnay, au i cebow flt it
n'as about nie. So i got iii)auid stoot! ready. MIy
îrork iras aIl doue and uîîy urrllot over uuu
shouider, and thîe turo geîflmmeuî cainiii, auid
tue Squnire nodded sud said, 'Gcod day, Abbcft.
My lrieud Mr. Hamilton ursuts astseady, useful
follow f0 go witli hin, in bis yacht to thie Medi-
terraneau ; be'a faken rathor a faiicy f0 you,
sud came fo inquire of une.

" 'The faut ia, Âbbof t,' said Mm. Hanmilton,
'1've lad se mucli trouble urith my fl'ohows
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sgetting sober men, sud, witb lis smail crew, it
wonhîI be madhiess to atart if ho could't depend

1ou theni. 'Tlîey're far worso thaît animas,'
says he. ' Positively, s monkey aftor boing once

3made du'uiik iliiever toucli it again, anti just

"Weil, muy dear mother neyer madue auy trou-
ble about my goiîîg, nover tiiouglît of bomacîf in
the matter.'.m' she said, ' l'ni fsr better
plcased iiimy hîcart thmat yoîî should get thIs

isituation sud icave me tliaui tîat you sbould
bave staid at homie uiarried to Susai ; she mever
was worthî 80 muncîtas your ittlo fimger.'I

Weil, we started iii thje Isabella. 'Ne touclied
at Usbaiît, olt* flic coast of France, sud then
across the Bay of Biscay to Ferrol, tîtom Lisbon,

iCadiz, sud Gibraltar, sud up aud down. the Me-
diteirumean, sommefimies staying weeks at one
place. I onjoyed aihl mmmcoîmmîomî ; saur Mounit
Vesuvius suiokfttg, and often watched it at might;
it was splendid to sec the lire risiug out of the
crater. However, at hast thue tinue carnte for us to
ietuiiuhionte ;I liait writteii egular to mîîy mo-
ther, aud lîcard oftemî froîîî lier. 1 wasmi't sorry -
when Mm. Hamiltont tolti us uve were boineward
bound. We bad thie worst storn il hItlrougît the
two years off Cape Fimisteî'e, but our ittie craft
woathered it, snd we emcbed Southîamptonm ii
safoty two yeassasd one mîontb siîmce uve left
Engliiidl.

"iAs sooni as Mm. Hamniltomn could spame ie, 1
wasa amxicus to ho off' honte, and I left ver-y ealy
une Tbursdîy nmorniug, to catch the 6 o'clock
Goverunent train to Exeter. 1 wss going aloiig
the euîpty streeta at a sharp pace, with a good
big bumudie ou my stick over mmy siiouîder, .slieu,
aIl of s suddeîî, iu a namrow dirty street, a man
baîf wild ruslied ont cf a nmeamil-lookiiig hodging-
bouse, sud aaid- ' For Ileavemi's sake, youmîg
manî, comle iii hoe?'

cNon', young gemntlemmen, wbeii h beganin mmy
tale, 1 was te tell you1 i had nover beemi frîglit-
oued but once. Now's tlîe timue.

"' W'bat for r" saiti 1 stopjîimig short.

'He's hîsnged huiimîslf! l'in alraid lie'sr
uload I For heavei's sike, core nesd telît.'

«' 1 'h-it iii alter- liîîîi up thie iiai-row stsiî-, puti
muy Iiînîle doiî, and fullowed hit ruto aiemmîty moomu. Thei fire-hîlace projectedl a goodw.tvsotlîat tiere IV il ike as aslroomuci eacîtaide of it, wluicli mmightbt lheft to diffoèromt lodg.-
ors. Behiid the domîr, oni a large hock, s wretch-
oui inru had imîdeed bsuged hinîself.

L'ait voiet hiimîîdowmî ?' said imîy poci,
slîivemitig guide. ' I1iîad iot thie stmength uny-
self'.'

'Who mre you ?, I asked.
Oiimly a f'u'loîv Iodgeî', mgît. as liard cilf asJ

tet, n ut foîd 1 î or imm camd tptem itIcie to briug the poor wife a sup cf
rau) lowmî sud 55w you comiug alomîg.'

IAil this urss smid in a hîurried wîiispem, as I
gut ont nîy kifè huit I could îlot esulibri
quite theie hock ias so high, aimd the bit of molle
>0 shiort. ' Leani oit nie,' said ny guide ; ' 1
coulut bear your n'eigbt for a moint, snd you
(i-(,!I catch bold of the door.'

1' got uîy kilce on bis back, thieionie foot oi
lii'sliouldci' to steady unyscîf, wbilc my left ami
gm'ispct blobcf flic door, sud I begami cnttimîg at
tIi.q e 1 hî. ad eut liaif' thîrougb, whien nmy
frail ii-Ioit tottereu, -aud at the ssineîo cmemnt
thueuior swayed unmer ue. Droppiig mîy kiiile
i clutchîed at soumetlimg to recover mysof ; it
wys the dead marn, sud dowui 1 caine to the
gmoiid.

iDourut i camne, sud stiaighit stop of mue f1il
the corpse. i hîad cnt lmcre than hif tbrouglî
thme ole, amni thie teimaining thtuarta urere iot
eîiotigh to support bini wbeîî My guide lot go,
sud i csugbt hld of' his couit. Youiîg gelitit'-
meii, I was fi'iglitemmcd thii.

Il Straightit uhîcumi lelleiv 'dead mili. i 55w
his staiig eyoa, feit lus cold lite agaiiust mimie.
Tîte lionor of it urcut ail tbrougli re; shiverimug
to niy imsitie, snd 1 behieve 1 iaif f'inted. Wheîî
1 recovemeit imysct' w e lifted hiîu sid laid liiii
strigbt cuit iîeliiiid lihe lcor, muid 1 sat don îii
oi tîte staima a bit tou> gt lieart ag'aimi.

'''Tlîere's nîo use tellinîg the foor %vite,
whiispered iitthe iegsoiiîs:ai (e eaî't ive cirer
tîte day ; botter uiot tell ier. Tîteme uvrs a dis-
tress put iii yesýterday ; ail tlhe' oor tliugs tbey
1usd wuis took froin tutent ; oîîly lîirlied lefi, lis

ahe would nct waut it hcîîg ; accu better dnyb ;
brouglît up quite geiîteel, they iras. hlai
brougbt ier a cup cf'f tua, huit hîsd nutinteiii
,,ive it to hem rbemi 1 fouint lîimmî tl *iere. Woîmli
yon, iin cbsrity, give it urbile 1 imîforgiîthtle occ
l'mn the oldeat iodgom', anîd it wili ho cxpoctcd cf
nie.'
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