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cipal Jaws to be chang=d, ond that the Imperial Parliament is ¢o

tax us, unt) the new legislature shall have provided the means
of defraying the expenses of government.  Bold asit may seem,
1 hesitate got to deny the 1ight in any power to change our mu-
meipal Jaws, or to tax us, without our consent, [t is not'by
mere foibearance or ndulgence, that the old laws of Cavada
aie contivued in full force and effect. Sound policy recom.
mended the measure at first, or it would not have been a2 opted,
'['o say at this dry that the articles of capitulation can je -
ininged, that the teyms of the tieaty, by which we became Biitish
subjects can pe altered, without our cousent, is to speak a lag-
guage hitle conzonant to the principles of a coustitution, wiich
breathes the pmest principles of liberty, whose very esseace is
steadfastoess 10 the mamtenance of political freedom, whose
characteristic is good faith betweea the monarch and the sub-
ject, between the governors and the governed.  As to the other
assertion that the Imperial Parliament intends taxing this colony,
J say it is a language subversive of the constitutionp of the mo-
ther country, and which po true Englishman can hear without
indignation and dlarm. Yes, sir, it is you know a fundamental
prificiple of the British constitution that the subject can not be
taxed without being represented, and our jealous neighbours
will tell us what were the immediate consequences of attempting
a similar taxation 10 1775. At that period Britain could boast,
of the talents of a Chatham, a Burke, and a Fox, aud if the
measures recommended by those celehrated champious of lib-
erty and of coostitutioual 1ights, did not meet with that appro-
bation in the great council of the nation, which reason and pol-
icy ought alike to have dictated, posterity is not the less indebied
to them for their generous efforts, Should we, when, the ques-
tion is submitted to Parliament, be so usfortunate as oot to he
sppported by the same talents and generasity; shpuld Euglish

men forge! the noble efforts, apd successful exertions of their
ancestors in the cause of hberty and freedom; it pevertheless,
behaoves every member of society to despise the uomanly ac-
cusations by which g few have hitherto forced the greater pait
jnto a comphauce with their measures, and to.raise his voice in
favour of himsell, his conntry, aod those natural rights which
are inherent to man.

1 am, 8ir, your obed’t servant,
ORSERVATOR,

"This letter, baving been written previous te the arrival of in-
telligence of the failure, or rather the suspession, of that mes-
sure s0 obnoxious to the greater part of ihe inhahitants o f Low-
er Canada, the Uuion of the two Pravinces, same observations
aud expressions in it, seem rather out of date.  As, however,
there 13 no doubt but the insidious proposers of that impolitic



