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has been vainly struggling, almost alone, still to ever welcome. His sister-in-law sprang up, thb
live, and if possible die, under the roof which shel- her arms round his neck, and kissed him cordis

tered himself, since ber birth, ber husband, since be " A-charra-ma-chree, Moya, how is every Uio
became such, to the day of his death, and ber fine inch o' you."
young sons, to the day of their untimely demise, " Thank God, Murty, I'm as well as my b
also. And at last she bas but one melancholy pros- could dcsire ;" such was now ber habitual an516'
pect before her-that of seeing herself and ber in- while her cheek, ber eye, her very voice, contradicw
nocent Moya turned out upon the world, poorer ber.
than beggars, because in debt-and the one helpless "An' the poor ould mother, a-cborra, bow
from age, and the other on account of her green she bould up V,
youth and tender character. Och, Murty, only poorly, poorly; sbces nzakM

As Murty Mechan crossed the farm to Mrs. my beart to blced for ber-m good trutb she 1;

Moore's bouse, bent upon his matrimonial diplo- wbile Moya presscd the tears from her eyes with 00
macy, bitterly did he lament over the face of dilapi- hand, she pointed towards the window witb
dation worn by every thing around him, as well a3 other.
on his path to the very door of the sad dwelling,- Tbe old woman ivas satcd in a far
The fences were all broken down: the land overrun brooding, as usual, over lier troubles. Tbey
with stones, weeds, thistles, and brambles ; and sentcd to ber mmd the one monotous subjeCt
over that part of it which had once afforded pasture bitter study and chagrin. She bad been co0fe
to a goodly herd of cattle, anid a fine flock of sheep, able-she -as a pauper; happy and she vas
a single half-fed cow-a present from himself by serable ; the respected mistress of a plentiful hol'
the way- now ranged, untended and mournfully. and she did not now know how soon she must

Nor did the once comfortable farm-house and its it for ever, to die under a strange roof, or perh$O
adjuncis present a better appearance than the land. on tbe road side. A plentiful bore !-and 110
Thc dijointed gate of the front yard lay in the there was no butter in ber dairy, no sides of baCO
pire. No sturdy swine grunted and lorded it over in ber cbimney, no brown loaf ii ber cupboard *
the back-yard; no grand chorus of cackling geese, smail vessel full of inferior potatoes, wbicb simmew
gobbling turkey-cocks, and quack-quack-quacking on a low fire and a scanty allowance of milk fOo
ducka gretcd hii cars froin its recesses; tîo or the ill-nourished o stripper," prcsend tah r b

threc old maid liens alorif, who, by sharing Moya's Murty chan, ere ber only food.
scanty meal of potatoes, just contrivcd to live, ut- Seated on a very low stool, te tail of ier
t.ered saine fretfui soundw in one of the corners. tercd Mown was turned over ber head, and pi'
One end of the barn had fallen in. The house itself partially round oer face as if to shut hier p with 0,
was fast bending to decay and ruin. Ilere atid thiere own melancholyt hler knees ivere crippled up taJI
the thatch had slid off its roof, or been blown away nouth-a favourite position-as we have nolC
by ttie winds, and vas ail cicr that greeniss brue among our humble people-of opeles poveryP
whjch indicates, in such material, a bpeedy approach as if rsucd a cringing and doubling of the persn

to deecmposition, while rank grass, moWs, ieeds, meant to express tbe sense of self-humiliation wei
and furze, flourishcd Lroug it. Trhe one decent, in upon tie eart: ber fingers were dovedtas
tbougb small rindows of the humble mansioli N iere across ber knees; and avitb an exaggeration of 
sbattered, and their framewoork shaken. Before the rockina oveuent before noticed in ber daug

ir, on botb sides, lay a broken plough, a broken a u ban l

smoa vese ull ofier iort ptatoesrt w hic m

liarrow, and tire ivreck of a farming eart; ail oad swaycd lier body ta and fro-the low wailin i
gune te pieces in the weather, as rveil as from the occasionnally tined the motion impartin t
trut of an eye ind a hnd te keep the in repair. character at once wild and despairin.

We bave sinid that Murty Nieehan scanned with a ",Iow do you corne on, my poor sowl 1
feeling meart ail these syptom of distrcss. One Murty Meehan, bendin bis gigantiu fi-ure titi
thuet, howeer, broulit him comfort. The ould hcad came on a level wi b , n ber ow p
adiniral's goid woud put every tig to rihts, In and bis tores expressed deep and extreme a r . ea
the scattercd heap of it which e bad just seen on seration.
bi supper-table, there w as surely enougi for the Started fromnlber wretcbed abstraction, she uek
purtose. And dcriving spirits fro, this relleoUon lenly turned round and fixed lier sombre, fidoy we
andrty crossed the t iresbod tf the bonse, on bis; but it was some time befdre ense could 

thoughy sallwidw of ter humblen nsitho wre

hat red,, i fectly recognise and brinfa to meod the features e
wdoeo e suddenly appcarcd before ber wit the usual son-in-aw.

W ave si aid hre. Murty neyer paid a visit ta the ry

Murty lc ehan, er tht uV her onl food.

'w*tlow, abcde witbout brinrging some little presenst, j "ai didnt know you at oncta: tfhe igbtb
r -iee vlrnteering anrd performirg, 3mo littie piece nty eyes is g tin' from me-te very blessed ineb-

of sejvice ; cieu hie pi.id, good-ratural fzce wau My ees ; e thie way everytong çse is goin


