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THE TWO CGOMMEMORATIVE INSTITU-
LIONS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT.

THE LORD’S SUFPER AND TUE LORD'S DAY,
A discourso  'Ivered by the editor at the opening of tho
Christian mceting houso in Charlottetown,

—

“* For as often as yocat this bread and drink this cup yo do
show the Lord's death unti e come.'' — 1, CoRr, xx1:11,

Dissvurse continued from the March CURISTIAN,

Yo now speak of tho Lord's Supper. We are
enjoined to keep the Lord’'s day by the approved
example of primitive Christians,, But we have
both the example of primitive Christinns and tho
dying command of the Lord Jesus to observe the
Lord's supper. As oft as yo ecat this bread and
drink this cup ye do show the Lord’s death till
ho come. ** Do this,” said Jesus, ‘“as oft as yeo
do it in remembranco of me.”

Hero certain questions meot us, 1at, Who are
comwanded to eal the Lord’s supper? It is the
saved. 2nd, Who does Jesus promise to save? In
His commission, recorded in Matt. xxviii:19, 20,
and in Mark xvi:15, 16, this question is distinctly
answered. Weo also read in Acts I1f who they
wero who continued steadfastly in the apostles
doctriue, in fellowship, in the breaking of bread and
in prayer, How they were saved is cleatly stated
in this chapter, And how these Corinthians, now
addressed, woresaved is clearlystated in Acts xviii:8.
They were all saved in the same way, and that pre
cisely o3 Jesus had promised in his commiesion
they would be saved. I prefor yuur reading and
compuring theso passages for yourselves, so that Dy
one may stand between you arnd the Bible end the
Author of the Bible in a matter so important a
tho salyation of your souls. Different apostles
spoke at difforent timee to different people under
different circumstances, but they all spoke as they
wero moved by the Holy Spirit; and hence apoke
to all theso the same gospel. Jesus sent them to
preach, told them to do the very things Christ in
the commisgion commanded to be done, and the
people were saved, us Jesus said He would savg
them. Those who now read the same gospel, ard
beliove and obey the same Saviour with all theip
heart, have the same gracious promise of salvation
from Christ, and can, in His own words, read
their title clear to mansions in the skies. Such
Jesus comuwands to remember Him in eating th
Lord’s supper,

But says one: I feel very much unworthy, I
know { love the Lord, but wken I sco my own
shortcomings 1 am afraid to come to the Lord’g
table, because Paul says, He that eateth and
drinketh unworthily eateth and drinketh damna
tion to himself, ete.

I know this passago has kept many who love the
Lord from His communion. Batitisa perverted
view of the 20th verse, ospecially the term uo-
worthily, This is an adverb qualifying the participle
eateth, and not an adjective qualifying the pronoun
he. It is the manner of eating which is here con-
demned and not the person for eating at adi. This
church had got into such disordor about the use of
the bread and wino for tho Lord's supper that they
‘camo to the placo of worship hungry, The fira,
that arrived partook of the elements to satisfy a
carnal appotite till thoy had used them un before
others came, 80 that one part was hungry and
another drunken, He showed them that ikeir
coming togothor was not to eat tho Lord’s supper,
but that in so eating and drinking they ate and
drunk condempation o themselves not discerning
the Lord’s body,

Nothwithatauding(this church had brought acan-
dal upon the causo of Christ by turning the Lord’s
supper into a drunken feast, Paul did not tetl one
of thom to keep baok from the table, but rather
commanded every ono to examine himaelf, and so
let him eat, that is, as the Lord Jesus had com-
manded and Paul had delivered to tho church at
Corinth, (I, Cor. 11.)

When n member does wrong he eheuld ropent
with all his heart instead of withdrawing from the
Lord’s tablo, which is only another wrong, and
adding insult to injury, So faras resl morit is con-
cerned, no one is worthy to aat the Lord’s supper,
nor to pray nor enjoy auy of Gud's favors, but God
bestows theso favors upun his people through the
wmerits of Christ, and theso are the channels
through which his metey flyws to humble suuls,
 To that man will I Jouk, even to him that is poor
aud of a contrite spirtt, and who trombleth at my
word.” (Isa. lxvii2 )

Somo deny that females are commanded to eat
the Lord’s supper. For whatever purpose this
denial is made 1t is well to meet it. There are
both examples and commands for women eating
the Lerd’s supper. Tho first church, which cou-
tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, in tel-
lowship in breaking of bread and in prayer, and to
which the Lord added daily tho saved, was com-
posed of men and women. These all continued
with one acoord in prayer and supplication with
the women and with -Mary the mother of Jesus
and with the brethren. (Actsi:l4¢) Here is the
example, In this 11th of I, Corinthians Paul ad-
dresses both men and women separately and dis.
tiuctly, and he commands both to eat the Lord’s
supper, avd tells how to do it. Ia the matter of
dress and decorum there is a difference between
them, but in the enjoyments and privileges of the
gospel thore is neither male nor female, but all are
one in Chrisl Jesus.

We next enquire: When is the Lord’s supper to
La observed. So far as we read Jesus did not tell
thcm how often they were to eat, but said, Do this,
as often yo do it in remembraunce of me. Our
ruw in thie is tho approved example of primive
Cltistians, their leaders being inspired to teacu all
tha* Jesus had commanded. Ja Acts 20th weare told
that when the disciples came together to break b:ead
Puul preached to them. The whole scope of the
passage indicates very plainly that this was thair
constant practice, It does not say that the dis-
ciples met on a firat day of the week to break bread,
nor that they came together on the first day of the
week, otc, But when the disciples came together
to break bread, etc. Now, when we come together
to break bread on the firat day of the week we know
that .20 are following their example. If on the first
day of week we do not come together we are not fol-
lowing their oxample. If we meet on the first day,
but ot to break bread, wo are only following them
in part. They met for a given purpose, but wo meet
for a different purpose, and should know that wo
are not following the example of those who ate tho
Lord’s supper.

Tho 4th of July is the day which commemorates
the American Independence. Those of them who
regard it as an irksome duty wish it came butseldom,
and enjuire how many titnes may we let tho fourth
pass without noticing it. Those who regard the
day with favor, and feel a deep interest in the
country’s freedom, will be glad that the day comes
80 often, and will esteem it a privilego to obsetve
it in the pathering of American citizens. So in
this case. Thuse who csteom it a blessed privilege
to remember the Savicur’s death in His appointed
institution will rather enquire how often will the
Lord aliow us to remember His dying love in tho
partaking of His supper 1 and will rejoice ts know
that thoy can attend to it every time the day comes
in which He rose from the dead.

But in leaving the logiv of the hoart I will appeal

] .
to the understanding,

Thero is an objeotion to
weekly communion, because it does not say that the
disciples met every first dag, the forco of which is
the first day does not mean overy first day. Sup-
poso an American would start the same objuction
to keeping every 4th of July, because the fourth
does not mean every fourth, and argue, We can
bottor observe this ruloe by letting n number of
yoars (say four or ten) pass, and keep the fonrth
overy four or ton yoara? Would that be con-
clusive reasoning? Would not evory reasoning
man man say, The fourth, of course, means every
fourth, or evory timo that day comes round, unless
there appears sumething to the contrary, and tho same
law that binds you to observe any fourth binds you
tu observo overy fourth? But still nearer, The
Lurd coiamanded Isracl to keep the seventh day of
the weel holy, and to dv no manner of work thereon,
Suppose Isvael would argue, The Lord did not say
every seventh day, and we can keep ono out of every
month, or one, or two, or three out of overy year,
and use the othor sgven days for other puposes.
Would such argument stand the test or such con-
duct pleaso the Lord? How then can such trifling
stand respecting the first day of weck ?

Again, the religion of Christ recognizes but one,
and that the weekly division of time. The firat
day of tho week is the only one to be kept differ-
ently from other days, and no dilference is made
between one first day and another.

Many leading men in different communions, and
in this and in past centuries, advocate weekly com-
munion as that which the Lord commanded and
was practiced by the apostles, and for many ages
after their death. Among theso were Joha Calvin,
Joha Brown, John Wesley, Adam Clark, Thomas
Sco't, Alex. Carsou, John Mason, Dr. Cramp and
others.  Every consideratiun shows it to be the
delightful duty of the Church of God to meet
together overy time the day comes round on which
Jesus rose from the dead to celobrate His death
and resurrection,

To eat the Lord’s supper does not constitute all
the duties for which Christians meot, nor releaso
them from anything which Christ has commanded,
It rather binds them more closely to Him and His
sorvice. It is a channel through which flows the
vital energy of the Head through the Holy Spirit
to all the members, filling every part of the body .
with the warm current of divive love, qualifying
it for the service of God, and fur the heavenly
inheritance of the saints in light.

Should the public enquire, For what purpose is
this house built? The question is considered a
pertinent and proper one, and it is deemed a
privilege to return an explicit answer. It is built
or the worship of God — for those who meet on
the tirst day of the week to remember the Lord’s
death and resurrection. It is simply a house in
which to worship God, and preach and hear the
gospel of Christ, All who meet fur these purposes
have an equal.right to be accommodated with those
who have built the house. Those who have been
engaged in building have beer much encouraged
by tho sympathy and aid of others,

After this digressiun wo will consider the words,
+*Ye do show the Lord's death.” How different
the event here commemorated from what is com-
momorated of other great men. What is there in
the death of men worthy to be held in everlasting
remembrance! What is there in the death of
Alexendor the Great? He died like another poor
inobriate. His lhife was most wonderful, but his
death a failure. What of Napoleon’s death, the
man that mado and deposed kings at pleasure, who
was idolized by millions, ‘ whose bodies were
offered as ramparts to mount him to glory ¥’ He
died liko a puor felon chained to ‘' a rock in the
sea.’ Who of earth’s groat meu would want their
death celobrated? Tho greatest conquorers wore
conquerod by doath, They were taken from the




