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EDITORIAL,

TV PREQRIONS NF CHARAOTER.

Wo call attentinn ta thiz snhject hecanse wo
balieve thare are no questions which the trne Chris-
tian moro frequently and moro anxionsly asks him-
gelf than the following:  What imprassions am |
making upan other minds ? and, How ean I soim-
press others as to lead thom to the Saviour?

¢ Rnligious character is religious power '*  Char-
acter is the impressions which a man'saclions make
on other's minds. His actions and habitg are ealled
his footstops, becanse thoy mark the direction of
his life. Tho aggrepste of a man’s actions throuch
life is called bis 1wull—Christians are oxhorted to
walk iu wisdom towards those that are without,
for wise deportment on the part of Christians has
a saving influonce on others. To walk according
to tho Guspel, is to proceed in the narrow path
which leads to life, and also to induce others to
walk by the same rule and in the same direction.
Paul admeoenishes his brethren at Philippi to walk
by the sune rule as he had walked, and to mark
and compare by his examnple the conduct of cthers.
For many walked as he had often told thew, and
now tells them, oven weeping, that they are the
enomies of the cross of Christ. While pretending
to be Ris fricnds, His cross was their greatest
offence. Their appetite was their god; their own
shame, their glory; their road was the road to
destruction, and their irfluence with others was to
lead them to ruin.

The Holy Spint sets before us the charactor of
saints as calculated to direct and influence us in the
fnrmation of our own character, and urges us to be
followors of them, who, thraugh faith and patience,
inherit the promises ; to tread in tho footsteps of
the flock, and to walk also in thesteps of that faith
of our father Abraham,

Such imagory borrowed from footprintsand paths
most suitably illustrate the process of forming a
character. 1t is not one footprint that makes a
path, but a series of footsteps, and it is not one
habit, but a series of habits and actions that form
a character. A man’s doings must make an im-
pression on the minds of others as well as upon
himself befure they can form anidea of the character
of his mind and heart,

No man passes through this world without leaving
on others traces of Lis habits and temper, in other
words, inzpressions of his character. Not even an
infant sojourns & day or an hour without leaving
on the minds of parents ur others impressions which
eternity will never efface. Not only the men dis-
tinguished for their great virtues or vices, impress
the history of the world, but overy mau makes his
own impression, for ¢ No mau liveth to himself.”
Every man is not a leader, but a leader is nothing
without followers. Every man does not mark out
a path, but everyone helps to make it, and keep it
open for others. Neither Cresar, Napoleon, nor
Luther, could accomplish anything without others,
many of whose names never appear in histur§,

although they helped to make history. He who
notices and takes care of the sparrow, takes a greater
interest in every man, and the humblost of his
followers can say, *“ Whether wo liva, we live unto
the Lord, or whether we dic, we die unto the
Lord,” etc., otc.

God has endowed our nature with wonderful
powers of imitativn, and hcy adopted a system
of inatruction -uited to our capacity. Ide teaches
by example, and expericuce proves this to by the
mont eflicient way of {caching. When He would
teach us to placs implicit confidonge in Himself, Hs

pointa us to the lifo of Abraham  And lest the life
«f one man, however briaht, shculd bo insuflicient
to guird vs against the easily beactting sin of un

wronght rizhtecisneas, ohtainad promises, stoppud
the m -uths of lions, quenchcd the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to
flight the arwmies of the aliens.

Althivugh the autld was Lot worthy of thus noble
baud, yoi f1vin their activns and Lalats has wsued
a repurt which Las slimulated and vncvuraged thuse
who have since run in the raco, and shall encourage
tho cuautless millions, who shall tu the end of timo
run with patiouce the rave sot befurv thew, lovking
untu Jeaus whois su proe-cmiuently sbuve themaall, as
to Lo the author and finisher of our faith,

The Bible is Gud's revolation tv us, becauso it
describes the good and the evil, shows the varrow
path aud also the broad road that leadeth to des-
truction; but moro especiaily, bacause 1t points us
to tho characters of those who took tho narrow
path, as well us the characters of the many who
took the broad road, .while it urges us to follow the
one aud to shun the other. This brings (fod’s in-
struction to tho capacity of all, becauso characteris
a living epistle known and road of all men. Wo
can remembear how casy 1t was for us to read the
character of thoso who professed to be God’s chuld-
ten, and we ought not to forget that others will as
casily read our character,

What effect would Balaam’s ery have on others:
¢ Lot me die the death of the righteous, and lot my
last end bo like his,” when it came from the
wan ‘“who loved the ways of unrighteousness?”
*“Good instruction will not counteract badexample,”
When a man was teaching his child to say his
prayers, he exclaimed, ** Why do you want me to
pray, Pa? [ nover hear you pray.” Says Tillotson,
*“To give children good instruction and bad ex-
amples, is but beckoning to them with the head to
show them the way to heavon, whilo you take them
by the hand to lead them in the way of hell.”
Said Hume tho infidel, of an earneat Christian,
*“ Thero is an argument for Christianity which I
cannot answer, I have, as I think, fairly answered
every other argumont, Bul that young man’s con-
sistent life is something which I do not pretend to
answer.” No doubt, the reason that tha devil was
so determined on the death of Paul, was that a!l his
ingenuity was unable to account for his conversion
and his labor in the gospel.

When a physician reluctantly told his patient,
(a youny Christian), that he must die, he was so
afected to witness-his sweot swmile that he had to
leave the rouin, and wished himself in his patient’s
placc Dr. Guikrio, the eminent Scitch preacher,
was deeply impressed by a car driver, who, when
asked to drink replied, ‘* T amn a teetotaler, I won't
taste a drop of it.” It went to his heart and head,
ho said, and if this man beiog an ignorant, humble
Roman Catholic car-man can deny himsolf this in-
dulgence, why should not a :ninister of the gospel ?

Roland Hill met a robbor who demanded his
monoey or his lifo, and began tu give him what he
had, fifty pounds. Ho says, *‘The munoy is yours,
but as I happen just now to noed it very much, will
yeu kindly lerd it to me for a given timo, and I
will como here alone and roturn it." The robber
answered if ho wre certain that he would not betray
him he would do so. Mr. Hill said, “Lam Roland
Hill, and 1 promise you on honor that I will keop
the matter a profound secrot, and maeet you alone
and deliver the money atthe given time.” The money
was lent, and ot the time mentioned he roturned
according to promise. When asked, the rubber said
he did not liko the business, and only touvk it up to

savo tho lives of a starving family, as he could get
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belief, He surrounds us with o whole cloud of | affair at the man’s funera.
witnesses, who, through faith, subdued kiugdoms, | robber had from Br. Hill's character, caused him

io hunest employmont, A bargain was then struck,
Hil hired him, aud he remaiuned in his servico till
death. Soun after he was empl .yed ho became a
wember of Mr. Hill’schurch, who related the whole
The impressions the

to trust his life on his promiso, It was 1o wunder
that afterwards ho trusted his all to the promise of
Ohrist.

A mau of learning and an uubeliever in Chriac
was travolling in Manilla as a scientist, in search of
natural curivsitios.  Ho was escurted by a native of
rauk, whu, with Oricntal politencss, asked the white
sttauger to pray to his Gua.  Ouw his declining the
native said, ** Woll some God must bo prayed to,
and you will ¢xcuso mo if I pray to mine.” Thoe
itpressivus made by the heathon on the anbeliever
was au doup aud lasting that ho was never satisfied
titl *¢ ho found the pesrl of great price,” His next
visit to that heathen's home, was a8 a wissionary
preaching unto him Jesus, How little that heathen
know at hrst tho impressions and the results, Let
us remember that we are making impressivns on
others which inay last forever, and often making
them the deepest when we are tho least aware f it !

The cnemy knows full well how inipressions are
made and their poworful irfluence. Being a
murderer from the beginning he kvows the best
ways to accomplish his end. To control the youth
is to master the community, and ono effectual way
for this is to induce yuung peuple tomeot ofien for
vain amusoments, which, when woll followed, lead
o groator sin, By these the minds of the uncon-
verted are p:a-occupied and strongthened to resiat
the appeals of the gospel. Young Christiana are
entieed tirst tu attond these places, then to sympa-
thize in themn and finally to love and support them,

All Christians, and especially young Christians,
should see that theirinfluence is against such things
and on the side of their Saviour, by boing more
determined in attending the house of the Lord,
attending meetings for prayjor, and reading the
word of Ged, aud using every means which the
Lord has appointed to advance His cause. Whild
they are carnest in their prayers, both public and
privato, und walking as becimeth the gospol, they
will havo causo to rejoice in the fulfilment of the
Lord’s promise. ‘¢ When tho enemy comes in like
a flood tho spirit of the Lord will lift up astandard
against him.”

Origingt  Contributions,

THE WORK MOST NEEDED,

Huviug some experience in the work and growth
of the Churches in the provinces, during the last
decade ; it may not- be unprofitablo to offer a fow
thoughts relative to the work necded, that will
sccure permanent success.

We wish to avoid, if possible, mere assertions,
and look at the subject in the light of reason, and
al o in the light of the success and -failure of the
past.

That the work has been auccessful in certain
localitivs all admit, and that it has been a failure
in other localities nonoe wiil deny. To understand
the cause of the failure is the first step towards
success.
ment of what work is most needed 1o tho lugic of
facts,

Tho standard or test of success is gonerally con-
sidered to ba the greatest number of accessions,
The proacher or Evangelist accepting this as the
test of hia ability as an Evangolist, and being

anxious, as is natural, to succeed, will make thia.

work of recruiting the important and apecial ele-
moot of his preaching and teaching. If he has
threo or four woeks to devote to tho work in any
given lucality it must be in the line of elementary

It is well, therefore, to submit our judg- -
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