
TIIEE -KIS -HO1; 0R, THE WHITE SWALLOW.
[CONTINUICI.]

They crossed the Recky Mountains, here aise, strnctly adhering
te the trail of the Athapascows, and were at no great distaiace freom
the Coppermne ltiver, when one niglit, at some distance on the
plain, they saw a smail, low, flickcring liglit. Their own fire was
coinposed of niere embers, but oven these were hastily covered up.
?datonaza cast lis eyes around. Net a tree, not a bush was there
to aid their approach, tiiengl the camp in the distance seemed te,
be near a dark object, whichi leeked tike a stixuted greve of trees.
This could not be, however, they having already passed, as they
suipposed, the region in which trees are feund.

The three meîî looked to their rifles, stooped low, and began te
crawl towards t.he distant fire on their bauds aud knees. The niglit
iras pitchy dark. The sky was lowering, and- threatened rain.
The low fire, scarrely distinguishable at tumes, iras ail that guided
them. Presently, howevcr, its glare became more evideut, and
Matonaza discovered that it was placed under the cover of sosie
low trees, which grew on the borders of the Coppermine River.
lie could xr w clcarly distinguish a party of men sitting round thec
small fire in the act of smoking; and leaving bis cempanions and
bis rifle, advanced nnarmed, bidding theni slowly reach a bank
within pistol-shot of the camp. He then began te, writhe or slide
along the ground iustcad of crawling, inoving a yard or twe, and
then stepping te breathe or listen. In abou ten minutes tbey saw.
hlm roll huiscif beh.nd the bushes of the camp. Thcy saw ne
more, for a streng ra«y of the rnoon peeped through a cloud, and
tliey ceuld ne longer raise their hcads abeve the greund. The'y
fell behind the lew bank agreed on, and waitcd.

Three-quarters of an heur passed, and then Mfatenaza rejoined
theni, using the same caution as before. Ile was eut of brcath
with his liard labour, for such it is te, crawl along the gronnd like a
suake, never rising on tho baud or knees. As seon as he cenld
speak, ho told bis companiens in a whisper that these were the
Athapascows returning after a terrible foray iuneng the Exquimaux.
The White Swallew, hewever, was net with thesi. They spoke of
lier absence with regret, and as a severe disappointment, but how
ber absence was occasioned lie cenld net tell. Matenaa spke in
a tene which. was new te his white friend. He scemed hZ, and
bis eycs glared like those of a panther. The feaful excitemnent be
had endured, and lis terrible awakenirig frora a dream of happi-
ness, ail thc greater frem lis half-Eurepean educatien, lad almost
driven every civilized idea eut of lis bead.

IRoaming Pauther," said lie te the Indian runner, Ilis tly rifle
ready VI

« Wlat weuld my brethcr -do ?'* aslced Dalton hurricly.
" Kill my enemies !" replied tIc warrier coldly.
" What 1 skulking behind a bank ?"


