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TRUOTH.

BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH

BY FRANK BARRETT,
Author of ** FerrERep ror Live,” ¢ Tue AtotiranLe Lany Bropy Fasg,” ete., ete.

CHAPTERI
CNNE STuolN To ConNQUee.™

The L ture Hall and Literary Institute,
Monkton a lung, rectangular rvom, ht
with wx gas jets on hanging T shaped ti
tengs, the drab walls decorated with halfa
duzen waps, the cvloured representation n
section of a very early steamn engine; an
ethavlogcal chart, and other instructive
works of art. At une end a small stage,
openung 14 ft. x 5 ft., flanked by red cur
tains, and furnished with nix foutlights aud
a drop scene, showing Athens, the worse
for nmany falls; a jrand piano below the pro
scemura by way of orchestra.  The body of
the hall ranged 1 paralic] hoes with ned
cushioned rout seata, on which are closely
pressed the relations and faends of saupnla
connected with M. Vieary Shephierd s
High &choal and Academy for the daughters
of gentiemen. An overflow of bashful yuutha
line the walls nght and left. Three very
warnn-leoking gentlemen, cach with a pack
et of p unes 10 his baod and a2 white
favuoar in lus buttanhule, are condeavounng,
with smshing axnduity, to find places fora

ng of late cowers; while two more, samilar
y distinguished, are stnvng at the ntrance
tosaale an honest working man, alightly
the wourse for liguor, understand that he
caannot possibly be admitied without a teck-
et, these are the fezsors, who °* have
kindly volunteered their services as atewards
on this occasion.™ f sk

There 13 a g.neral wnspertion of pink pro-
grammes, a.m?a buzzing 1 heard.  Eventhe
prufexsors speak in hushed tones, for the
genenal cffoct of the hall, despite the stage,
1s that of a Methodist chapel. A lady ex-
plame t¢ a gentleman—who seem, by some
accident, to hatve come there withort Koo
ing why —what 1s towand: -

“Itsa High School, yon know. Mg,
Vicary Shepberi—T'm sy to see that
ahe’s pot here ; she i indisposed, U'm told
I hope :t s nothing ccaatagras -t n Jady of
the most advanend modemn views, and  this
eatertaiument bas been got op todemonstate
the zdvantage of the clocntion and deport
ment class.”

“g!;h:: kel th odian—wha

**She wrote to the t sodian—what
is his mame®—on gl;&: r:;;:t. Here s
his reply on the lack of the programme 1t

washewho what shoald beacted.™
**You dont say #2° And what s the plav
he recnpends®™

*:She $Xs0peto Conguer My brale Milly
takes the. part of Diggory .\'hc’um!y txelve.
voz knotw. Nirz  Vicary Shephend amsurod
me that!, if she had anly been a yearor two
ol‘daé.'dw ahozld have asked mete iether

¥ . ™
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oce of, fart ia thypdreadicl mansa.

tion, when a vocivemus vien balloo beyond
the red curtain, followed Ly the brisk entrance
of Tony Lumpkin or the sceue, farly gal
vamses the audience wto hife. The entraace
1 clearly unrehearsed, for Nrs. Hardcastle
moontimently forgets her part.  What does
that watter ? Every one 13 occuptod with
Tony, aud he has the nmense to turn the
silence to effect.  ‘There he stands a stap

pung Ulack eyed young fellow with a red
wig, standing astraddle, looking audacions

1y at the audience as he cracks hia riding
whip and whistles thirough a long row of
white tecth. Suddenly, as if recollecting
an engagement, hesayy, **I'm off,” and cross

es the stage with an unseen wink to e
Hanlaastle, and a quickly whispered line
that she s ic take up. As he guea off tat

thng stoutly with Mrs. Hardcastle at the
end of the scene, every one 1w the audicuce
cunsults the programme, and (in whisperad
exddanationy hnrel? that cannut be Miss
Vauera Grahame ! 13 on every oue's lips,
Bat itay, thougn Ncwsa herself, who, tak

sty advantage of B Vieary Shepbend's
abmence, has determiwed to play the part as
she cuncesves Goldsmith intended it to be
played, and in defiauce of Mm Vicary

Nhephenls express injunction  wt she
shuuld not disfigure herself, has painted
her proty face and erpecially her dainty
nuse  with ochre and rouge, 2nd hidden her
pretly waving chesnut haur with a red wig
scnt down with the costumes from Bow
Street.  What is more, she has got hold of
an umbndged copy of the play, and is de-
termuned to xay every word of it, lig I)'s
and all,

The sccond weence 1 set, and Tany is then
found at the head of the table witt a long
charchwarden pipe in has wamth, It isa
real pupe and real tobacco that Wi Grahame
smokes, 109, pufing out the smoke inaclond,
and never cKoking once-—though she was
sddy and xick enough after it when she
went o at theend. And here, to the ter-
Tor of Miss Tinki~. atthe pi sheintro-
dueces? the sccond verse in song of the
*Three Jolly Pigeons,” whah M \’u:r'v
Shepherd had cut oul, without a moment's
hemlatian: and also restored the vulgar
word *Jora” 1n the third verse, which had
been changed to *‘goblet” by the carcful
lady. Moreover, abe mntrodi astep danoe
10 the final churus of Totroddle, gerroddle,
torrol,” as if unabicto contain tht exuber-
ance of her spirits.  Bat that-wasnot. the
worst. There 1 that dreadfnl peft about

Bet Boancer, and hore woo sls her leg
and winked roguisbiy porixion e r. s

oyea.  She has tned i vawn to get behind
o scenes by the one door, which 18 locked.
Y0 oue would auswer her knock. Sho focls
that she will be held respansible for the
terrible behaviour of Miss Grahame, which
will cortainly rumn Mra. Vicary Shephend's
teputation.  What is to be done® ‘the pro-
feasors really do not kuow; but, as it s
unpossible t stop the perfonnance, it is
sapueatly suggested that the wiscst course
1stolet it go on Miuss Tunkleton returns
to the piano, and strenuously endeavours to
restore the crodit of tho High School by the
sccurate rendering of another sonata. How
ever, the wora' 13 past, and Nesss inflicts
1o fresh shock npon the sensibihties of her
audience.  Audacious she is, but not idedi
cato ; certan expreasions in the original aho
fnds  unspeakable, and adroitly avoils
them ; but she alates nothing of her boster
ous abandan, and thruughout the pley sus
tains admirably the part of Tony. ~ The
audience mity out the performnance with
omething more than patience ; the dash of
unpropriety in Miss (Crahame’s acting gives
samething to think about acd talk ﬂmux
wacen it is over ; and the majority go away
very well content.  But there are somne who
never will forgive Nesma, these are the
mnmas of those youny ladies whose light
on the stage has beeu completely outshorne
by her
Teey hear no mame mentioned but that

of Masa Grahame ; and the fact that sheis
a born actress, and certainly savea the enter
tainment {rom being insuflerably tedious, 1s
dwelt upon 1n tones iutended for their eass,
and with walicions emphans by thooe other
mammas who had deasired that their davgh
ters might not take in the play, There
isnot aword xaid about the youthful Milly
in the <& Diggory, and ksr manma tak-
ing the little dadling bome in a fury, and
chiding her un the wuy for not speaking out
20 that she might be heard, sits down the
moment she geta in o writea note inform
ing Mra. Vicary Shepherd that she cannot
permut her daugliter to commence another
term it Miss Vanessa Grahame remauns 1a
her establishment.

Meanwhile, a conple of young geutlemen
who have boen madf;' in lorewigbbl\'em for

the past 2wo years, and threear fuur others
who have scen berto-niight for the first time
and lave not that excnse, loiter outdde the
hall 10 s0e her 123 ¢o the omnitas that is
waiting to take her and thereat ofthe board-
cr= to the achool 22 Westham, She cones

down after the small fry, with her arm link- p

e«din Mus Tinkletan's

The full moon 13 nght overhead : sts light
ghistens on her white teeth and sparkles in
her dark cyes anahe lavghs,  She 1s clarly
trying to make the poor governesms
her troable, and mdeed sucoeeds 1n ragng
a faint amile on her lugolmons conntenance.
Bat though she 1 laaghing and foll of fun,
Nesma s nather hoydonish nor vulgar.
Those who have ot aeen ber before to-might

Wholforth, whom she.msemed gpesially 1o @an hanlly bebeve that it was she who play-
sugic out for tiat et i whea! 1t ~od Tony.  They expected 1o ind her a rod-
cme to describing Toed' 1o Loe : roamng. heaavy -uded tombay ; th
Mansh, Sbema T atis on e K » [ale gatdr d young lady, dremad ™
wocds, “A long, datk, , ditty, Faking clogiaoe, whoes every movement 1
dangerous way,” as if vecy dark,ete.” s #¢ d e &Swaargo mistaking those
M \’wys{ephcdbdwim it, wzs . Mnmg-ﬂ,m: capital 2t of
2t gouod enough? E- > S p)

Theact is frished, and Athems is ouoe C =t
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perfarmance to bo given, 3
clwctin were all very well 1n their way,
and Olner Coldsmith was, =adoubted]
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Houar. Am&m) duugohi'nﬁ:- e

tering audibly. But they ceased to giggle
altogether whea the door was opened, for
there before them was the most  unexpocted
spoctacle to be found in this world of sur-
rises. Nessa, who had mever beforo been
nown to cry, was seated or her bed with a
handkerchief up to ber oyes, and her busom
heaving with stifficd sobs. Mer hat and
jacket lay ona chair; but she had ot beguu,
to undresa. Two trunks werc open, and ber
room, never wo tidy, was littered frum cud
to side with things taken from the open
drawers and put down anywhere. ‘I can't
help it," ahe raid, brushing the tearsaway in
atieut'y and heaving her t with a long,
uttering swigh ; “‘and now itsaM over, I wish
1 hada't done it. Ilike Mm. Vic and old
Tikleton. Oh, loveyon-¥ andthero'sncone
els iu the world I rare anything at all for, or
any one who caresaforme I'm glad you
have cane. I've been trying to think what
cach of you would like best for 2 keepsake.
Now you shall choose for yoursclves, I know
fuu like that pearl sct, Dolly  Sho rose in
er ti:)i‘ck, impulsive way to get the trinkets,
tut Dolly restrained her, and clinging to
ber 2rm ninde her sit doxn again,
*“You're not going awa. .‘sw." she said.
“Ob, no,” murmured the others, ochuing
her tone of remonstrance.
“Yes, I am,” s3id Neasa: “that’s why I'm
such a goose. I can't bear tothink of asying
socd bye. it has been such a jully term,
glu:x't 13w

“Do you think Mra Vic will be s0
very angrv *”

“Of couz>: she will  Tinkleton saysI've
ruined the reputation of the achoal

**On, but you can make sawe excuse ™

“I veverdid in my life.” Neasa mid,
bristling up, I wifl tell ber I am very
sarTy —and 50 I am; but tdat isn't making
an excase.”*

*‘Oh, ahe waa't let you go away.”

**She canvot prevent my goiny, and she
won't ty to. I'm notagitl now; I'ma
woman, and it's time Ileft achocl I know
all tho professars can tellme ; or at 2oy rate
all T chocse to leam ;and I'm unmanageable.
How is Mra. Victo punithme whenIdo
wrong*She can't put moina corner, or
scndmeto bed And Ialways am doing
wsmg.” 3

The vaices mingled in unanimons dissent.

“Mre. Vic ays Tam. She tells me I
encrrage thooe horrid litue wretches who
stare atme in church, and dog us about, and
throw leltero tnto the en ;and thuee
rofessors are quite as bad—if she anly knew
it, worse. I hate them, It's aninsault o
make love in that cowardly way. I think
all men are incan and horrid, doent you,
Dolly

“Naurly all,” Dolly admitted with relac-
tance. **Of course, papa is nice, and »o aro
brothers.™

*“And ancles,” sugsested anotker.

**And sowne cousins,” hinted a third

*Oh, they doa't count,’ said Nessa T
cannot remember oy pepa, and 1 don't kuow
%ng“ a sisgle relative in all the

“*Notane*”

“No A father is not a relatice,
and,” abe added, bending her preity hrows,
;:::'gbdof it because T ﬁatc him my “withasll

-t

Ok, Nesz= ™

I know he s a cowand. and I believe e
is an wicked 3 man a3 eves hived.  Ab,
you aaly knew *~

"(‘o::fda‘t yoa tell oz, dear~ ™

*Well, papa was ansaldier- a general, you
knotr, and he was kilind in bactle when 1

quite a uny httde thing . and mamma
#3453y voung and very pretty. and very

beczaac pepa left her s Aad

spirited rexidont govecomat, 3lss Tixldelon o5 wien 1 was aloal mx prars old, ah
had each nigld 0 360 bk young Ladios in m:?-ma. :aad?wz:e'm R«im;

siited five of thiTootu ank .
the light 1n them, wheo abe

m the comndaz. That was Neam
Tinkleton a waith

and went dowa alaire, N

cmanamicd horxel! from a mle fuat wea:
oaly to be saffeed by childeen. Fi)‘:
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ot a Rl Lo thear a¢, Newa. Wath s
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while

3

a d‘x}g}.& ok end

S ety o
the wape thown ovee thar shoalders wath ﬂ’ e
coxed hands o thest bosoma, and sade
their way naiscienly towands the end doxn

‘E:mn&m. ae tarpod the handle,

. rest lostered togethe S comman

e LT TWepuely and did thetr best 1o Reep from e
" - - -

only-oe¥icd ber for Bior-fostune, and reaily
42 ot Jado her at all 1 know she waa
Sfoapps ¢ fer whenever she « to ace me
3%-&,.~medmmume Held me
inhacaner. [ That made me erv tho. and §
wod 35 &xk Mg 1o take me bome wath ber.
20 Ut we wshe ive alwaw topether bt
all 2o dom1d satwer between her Lixaes was

1roatubec 4 qmte well ) 1 was
soch 3 Bl thing. 1 usd to tnink about
b, ad oy R the :igt. seeing ber tn

s ;5. always in
tesse, 563w her when came 1o e
She <id ot Live two years after her scomd

marnape s Wy step-father broke her hoart
U4, yon 1 know, dear ”
“Tes. 120 Imsureaist | harescan

Mr. Redsnozd. end be Jooks Like a tman «ho
wosld toeak a wamans hoant,




