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"“‘l T shn“t; the supernatural revelation of
i Re‘il’?cllllg the salvation of sinners,—
man; Eg“’“ 1 mean the natural theories of
&y jud“(‘h a belief in a Superior heing,
t“tllre Ment 1o be passed upon him in a
be vte, as will lead hLim to propitiate
Yl bt which s to judge him. It
%y o difflcult to find any one who
‘E“)n,‘-""ﬂ}wnce(l by some sense of reli-
}Verv o thig latter sense of the term.—
i[l% s},m e, h‘O‘}'Pver ignorant of the Gospel,
o My ‘:’ "e‘dg‘llon of his own; sometimes
:hou 0“; hrnstianity,snmetimesamodiﬁ-
lr:u" erfu Chrisiianity, frequently a base
% 1 O of it, and more frequently a
q‘ion_ urd compound of error and super-

o
:0“ a}::;l'ln." fllow sinners, as I desire that
‘;“h, { Ud be pot only religious but Chris-
a" ,p“rPOr!e setting before you in an
"‘lq)e;‘r-Y Way, the distinctive principles
"4&"0 uh:}r doctrines of Christianity. 1
g0 this cecasion make a few intro-
u;"’ matre.mal'ks in the shape of sugges-
o the “Nals of thought, addressed chiefly
'na(;:;ng’ which, may the .Lopl bless

th astrumental in bringing you

€ faith of those who were first
("h ﬁsin,:iﬁ‘m‘ns at Antiock. 1Is it not
1 ':ktiaﬁs at the majority of professing
n;“.' g .df) not kn what Chris-
‘%J“l'it ’o;s 1t ot more surprising that the

* ingge, dpmf:esned]y Christian_instruc-
LWy L ¢ of teaching the distinctive

o). 1.

) iYI

ianity T mean the Gospel of |

principles, doctrines, and duties of Churis-
tianity, teach the ethics and duties which
are common to Heathen, Jewish, Pagan
and all false systems of belief. Young
people, who have no definite ideas upon
suely subjeets, are not aware that almost all
heathen philosophers ineuleated virtue and
morality, and that the Pagan devotee is
tar more influenced by his religion, than the
majority of those Christians whose sin-
cerity weare enabled Lo form a judgment of
by observing their usual manner of life.

If Christianity rests upon certain funda-
mental principles, surely Christians should
know what the first principles of their ve-
ligion are.  Most people believe Christianity
to be true as a system, while few know
what the peculiar truths of Christianity
are, «1 appeal,” writes Hannah Moore,
“to clergymen who are called to attend
dying beds, do they not find, that the per-
sone to whom they are addressing them-
selves, have mno first principles to which
they can be referred, that they are ignorant,
not only of the science but the language of
Christianity.” Were you to ask the ac-
complished young lady whose education was
finished at a first class sehool what
Christianity is, perhaps she would answer
that it was the religion of Christians, and
perhaps with no more accurate knowledge
of the dubjeet than if she had said that
Hindooism i8 the religion of Hindoos.

All preaching and other religious in-
struction is vague and superficial, out of
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