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rather a formnidable undertaking. No wonder even a
poor forni of application is elaborate.

The phvsical exainination cannot be too thorough,
and even a simiple systemi of psvrthological tests wvill
reveal conditions of mind quite unsusipected by those
not famliliar with tlic resuits obtained by their use.

Blood pressure should, in suspected arterio-
scierotie cases, be taken as wveil as in conditions of de-
pression and excitement. In suispected cases of Gen-
eral Paresis the cerebro-spinal fluid shcuid always be
exaniined chemnically and mnicroscopically. A diagnosis
xvhich is douDtful when tlic physical and miental condi-
tions are alone considered is at once miade clear. How-
ever, I cannot give you a comnprehiensive outline of
Psychiatry by any chain iightning- m-ethod. Ail that is
possible is to point out the significance of thoroughiness.
I speak of this particularly because the ordinary certi-
ficate, as we sec it, is iîot a tribute to the painstaking
rnethiods of tlue physician, but rather a document ini-
clined to niake one suspect that general rather than
particular lines of exainination have been followed.

-Now as to the classification of mental diseases:
Tfhe safe.ct foundation for a classification would, of
course, be one offered by pathological anatomy. Un-
fortunat-ely, in but a few of the formns can such a
foundation be discovered. So, too, wrhen we attempt
to find an ietiological basis, we can only go so far with
our intoxication and infectious disease groups. Thient
again. as Kraepeiin has well said: " Any single patho-
genic factor rnay mnake itself knowni bv a great variety
of syniptoms."

Again to quote Kraepelin: "Judging f romn our ex-
perience in internai miedicint it is a faIr assumption
that similar disease processes w'ill produce identical
symptomn pictures, identical pathological anatony and
an identical etio:logy. If, therefore, wve possessed a
conîprehensive knowledge of any one of these three
fiel ds-pathoogical auîatomny, synmptoniatoiogy or oetio-
ýogy-we should at once have a uniform and standard

'I

*

t

i
t' 1~

t

j, j
~Li
[h


