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Abiotrophy.
Sir W. R. Gowers, wio, lias done so inuch in the way of elucidating

the problems of neurologry, hias recently coined the new and very expres-
sive terii, " a-,biotropliy," whichi signifies failurc of niuùrition from defective
vitality, f rom a, bios, and trophe, or absence of life nutrition. H-e applies
the terni to those conditionis, in which a tissue takes on degenerative
changes instend of going on in its normal develojient. Jodopathie mus-
cular air )phy, myopathie in uscular dystrophy, psued o-hiypeirtophice
paralysis are ali exampies of disease that corne under this term, whiere
some inhierent lack of development power exists.

Dr. McCall Anderson on Nervous Syphilis.
Whenever we suspect that a nervous affection is of a syphilitie

nature, we should attack it at once with anti-syphilitic remedies, and just
as energetical]y as if we 'vere absolutely certain of our diagnosis. A
faltering hand under such circumstances is fatal. A very prevalent be-
lief with regard to the treatment of syphilis is, that rnercury is the remedy
in the early, and the iodides in the late stages. Thoughi this is truc, mer-
cury miay succeed in an o]d case, after the iodidles have failed. Pusli the
iodides until the symptoms yield or they disagree wvith the patient. The
best mode of admfr-lstering the-, rnercury is by innuction.

Advances in Surgery.
Sir John E. Euchisen, in lus work on suirgery, twenty-five years ago

mnade the statenient thaxi operative, surgei-y had almost reached a finality.
Looking over those years, one can sec how far that great surgeon was
wrong. Enormous advances have been mnade in surgrical procedures since
the above opink(n was uttered. The brain and spinal cord have been
freely operated u-pon, abdominal surgery hias corne intoý practical existence
during these years, the treatment of deformities and tendon transplan-
tation are mainly within this period. The surgery of the kidneys and
the thyroid gland dates Nvithin these tw'enty-five years, for all practical
purposes, and that of the prostate gland, etc. A glance at a work on
Operative Surgery written then and now shows the great strides that
have been taken onwards by thils brandi of the lieading, art. In aaidition
to the advances in the scope and range of operative procedures, another
note'vorthy advance is ini the numbers who are competent to perform the
nuost difficuit, operations. This is due to antisepties, the gieneral use of
anoesthetics, tbe multiplication of hiospitals, and thie superior training now
given the medical student.
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