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104 THE CANADA LANCL‘T

Justl) tnul b) a code of laws, which indulges in ¥ Is a perversion of the patient’s whole character,
vague generalities, on the one hand, or which | The medical witness sees a case of dementia, yet,
vaunts an absurd, minute dassification on the | cach of the symptoms taken seriafim, would have
other.  What may scem odd in a naturally quict | no significance, being without salient points, to an
and reticent man, may be the usual cunduct of | unobservant jury, and cyven the combined catalogue,
him who is “boiling over " with exuberance of j would have little force or weight in many courts of
spirits, The temperament, peculiarity, bias, habit | law.  There may be no delusion apparent ; there
and mode of thought, of ach person must be con- | may be a sense of right and wrong. Sharp question-
sidered in relation to each history.  To expect  ings may clicit correct and intelligent answers, but
uniformity in humanity, and judge that one man | a number of changes of character, such as I have
must act like any or every other man, is the great- | enumerated, pronounce an unsound nund; or
est absurdity. This want of sameness must for- | rather a physical discase has instrumentally impeded
ever bar the way, to finding a gencral definition of | the healthful exercise of mental vigor. The ancient
insanity.  The conditions are tov multifarious fur [ aphorism holds true amid all the fluctuations of
us ever to prove mental sz, with formule as de- |, mental philusupliy, 7 e, **a sanc mind in a sane
finite as those of Eucdlid. | body.” The appearances of disease may be faint

A witness shuuld not allow himself to be led into | when  taken in detail, but to a practiced eye, and

g:ﬁ a tfu.p by baving prupused.to him one sy m!)tu‘m at ; lU'd. matured jud_gmcnt, accustomed to study thg
A a time, and then be ashed if cach of those indicate | faintest outerop of mental aberrations, those pecult-
;“"' e insanity. Each symptom might not be character- | arities tell a tale which may have no weight with
2:;"' n is.tic in itself, \\hc{l the aggregate might be conclu- ‘ the unskilled .in lhc:. pl-'olcan forms of insanity. .

.g.. " sive.  When details are asked for, the witness must | It is sumctimes insisted upon that a categonical
;' - guard himself Ly insisting on their accumulated | answer be given to every question put to @ withess.
;,i‘ weight, to enable him to form an opinion. This ; It may be in.xpossiblc trufhful]y to .do Fhis, because
}% ,';; may not be necessary in acute cases, when the o of the form in wiach the interrogation is put. Th’c
{, patient’s actions speak Jouder than words, but the , examiner 1s well aware of this fact, hence the bait
G sum total of symptoms is of great importance when ummnul; thrown out to catch the unwary. For
g , the indications are obscure,  Many times it is im- | example, were it asked about a paticot, * Did

possib}e tu eapress, in words, the gait, mode of he then refrain from speaking nownsense ?” Were
expression, look and gencral demeanor of an in- | the answer “yes”™ it would imply that he had been

1

g' "‘;: Sane person, 50 ds to’unprma a court with their | speaking ll,})l'll had ceased to do so.  Were the
%', ,9: forcible significancy. Tuake an example of one of; answer *no’ it wgu]d mean 1h‘1‘t he had Spukt?n
P many found in any asylum. A person was once | nonsense, and continued to speak in the same strain
i‘ i;: tidy in his habits, is now blu‘venly.' He had a up to the timc.um.]cr di:uu‘»iun. Neither .m;wef
o firm step ; he bas now a shufling gait.  He never | might pe t‘rue, fur 1if the patient h.ad not .spuken. at
. !q{{ decorated his person ; he now makes a ring of some ah,. as mdu.‘ucd,.xhc fallacy lay in an dbaufnptlon
'ﬂ i material for his finger, or ties it in a button-hole. which had no existence. Tt w uul.d~ be begging t.he
£ jite He was not a keen observer of :?mall things; he | whole question, and ncither a positive nor negative
a now notices and picks up pins, nails, straws, Lits of | answer could cover the ground.  This is oniy vne
:; . glass, or any other small object that may come in | specimen of a ']cgiun of such questions \\hi.ch
o his way, placing them in some corner, in his pucket, | often perplex beginners, and are propounded with
iq, :,‘ or in any other part of his clothing.  He may have | that object in »icw., and a negat‘Ive or positive
sy had distinct utterance ; but he has lost that clear | answer demanded with legal pertinacity. When
'b;-, N enunciation of words and mumbles them out.  He ' such traps are sct and baited with sagacious (].Cblgﬂ
fé"‘:‘h was inquisitive at one timeas to what was going on | a state of **muasterly inactivity ” is best, until the
:‘,}} around him; he may now listen to a'rucual 9( questioner goes back to legitimate interrogation.
ﬁ' i stirring events, and take a momentary interest in A medical witness should never quote m.lthum\es,‘

| an them ; butit is of short duration. He was active | nor should he be entrapped into endorsing or rer

;wf and industrious , but he is now lazy,  This recital | futing such, if they should be presented by counsel

might be eatended indefinitely, but, in short, there | for his consideration.  No published books on
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