
[NOVEMBER, 1888.] TIIE MARITIME MEDiCAL NEWS.

danger from failure of the leart. A inimute is about the
average period for iiducing insensibility and it is very
rare, if proper precautions are taken im the way of

" preparation and after-nianagement, to have any sickness.
" There is little doubt tliat nervous persons and those

"vho are intemperate in the use of alcoliol, tobacco and
" narcotics, and also epilepties require special care. Over
"satuiration fron the too freqiuent renewal of chloroformiu
" induces, in my opinion, the chief after trouble."

Dr. William McEwan of Glasgow, delivered an
address " On the Sur'gerv of the Brain and Spinal
Cord." It affords a striking proof of the rapid
advance of surgical science. The Doctor was greeted
with rounds of applause on its termination. Coin-
nencing with a brief allusion to the unsatisfactorv
state of brain suigery be points out that twc factors
bave enabled surgeons to attack the brain with safety
and success, viz: the antiseptic systemn of treating
wounds, and the discovery of localization of function
in tbe brain. By strict antisepsis subsequent
inflammation is averted, and as a consequence of

localization we are able, in many instances, to infer
the site of a lesion, especially wben iiiitel in

cbaracter. He relates particulars of a number of

cases operated on, and suims up as follows:

Of tweity-one cerebral cases, (exclusive of fractures of
" the skull or other innnediate effects of iinry,) i whicl

operations have been performed by mue, there have been
three deaths and eighteen recoveries. Of tliose vho died

" all were " in extremis " whien operated on. Two were for
abscess of the brain, in one of wlilch the pus had already

" burst into the lateral ventrieles.; in the other suppturative
throibosis of the lateral sinus had prevIumsly led to
pyuemia and septic pneuimmonia. The third case was one
in which thtere wvas, besides a large subdural cyst over LIe
one hemisphere, extensive softening at the seat of the
cerebral contusion on t he opposite hemisphere, accompanied

I by odeia of the brain. Of the eiglhteei vlio recovered,
sixteen are still alive in good lealtht, and most are at

" work, leaviig two silice dead, one eighut years after the
operation, from Bright's disease, shme lu the interval being
quite well and able to work, the other, forty-seven days
after the operation, after the abscess was perfectly huealed,
fron au attack of tubercuilar enteritis."

One case, related to show tiat the diagnosis of

cerebral lesions in non-motor regions may be made

from sensory plienonmiena, is so extremely interesting

that we cannot forbear quoting it:

A man wlo iad received an injury about a year pre-
" viously sutfered froi deep melancholy, ani strong lomicidal
"inpulses, releived by paroxysns of pain in the Iead, of

indefinite seat. Though the pain vas exertuciatinug le
welcoied it, as it teinporarily dispùIled the ulmost

" irresistible imptilse to kill huis wvife and children or otier
"people. Prior to receiving this iiijury ho vas perfectly

free froi impulses of this kind and hiad led a iappy life
with lhis family. Beiniid the angular process of Lte

frontal there was a sligit osseous depression, wlich oculi
"not accournt for his symptons. There vere no motor

Sphienoiena, but on minute enquiry t was discoveired that
"iiiediately after the accidncit, and foi' about two weeks
"subsequently h liad sufllered froin psychical blindness.

Plvsically he couih see, but viat lie saw coiveyed no
iipiessioi to his iiiiid. An tbject preieted itself before
him, vhicih lie coIli not Imîake ont, but whein thlis o1bject
oiitted sounds of the Imnan voice, he at once reognized

''it to be a ian who was one of bis fellow workers. 1y
''eyesiglt he could not tel! how maîy finigers lie held up
< when he placed lis owni band before his face, thiouglh by the
'' exercise of lis volition in the aut, and by other sensatin,
''lie was cogiizant of the number."

STliese pheioen ga ve the key to the hidden lesion in
the brain. Oi operationi the angular gyrins Vas exposed,

"and it wvas fouil that a portion of the initerinl table of
" the skulil Lid been .detached from the outer and liad
" exercised pressure oit the spra-muarginl convolition,
"l while a corner of it liad peiietratted ani lay ebedded ii

the anterior portion of tle aligular gyrs. Tle hone vas
"reioved from tle brai ai re-implanted iii properl posi-
" tioi, after which he becaimie greatly releived iin bis mental
"state tioughl still excitable. Ire has made no further

allusion to lis homuicidal tendence wlicl pieviously
were obtrusive, and is now at work."

fHe concludes lis address by referring to his

operative experience on the spinal columin ; be
reicarks:

" The spinal membranes and the cord itself can be
exposed, and neoplasm and enicrachments upon the

"lumen 'of the canal Imîay be reîmoved tleiorefr-oi wîithout
hazarding life. Sucli interference is unispariigly con

"Idemnied by writers on the subiject, their remirks, lowever,
beig applied to injaues, io sieucli operations lave been

l hitlherto contemîiplated in idiopatlhic cases. They conîtenud
tiat t1ley are full of danger, being dilicult, prologed, anI
atteided by profuse haemorhage ; secondly, t liat the
operation mcild hardlv beiefit the patient ; aîîd, th irdly.

" tlat îno oii has yet beei able to presett a stccessful case
l each of these points bas iiow lost its validity."

le relates several cases where the posterior arches

of the vertebre, were raised for tie relief: of para-
plegia. caused by pressure on tho spinal cord, and

in four instances complete recovery ensued.

) r. McEwen's brilliant contribution places brain
surgery on a solid basis.

Y the Medical profession in -New Brunswick, we
believe tbe " Maritime Medical News " will be

universally welcoied for several reasons. Th ough

published in Nova Scotia, it will bu as iuci our organt

as if published in our own .Piovinea, and will give oui'

physicians an opportunity of r.ecordiing imuany iii-

portant cases that would otierw7ise bu entirely lest
sight of, of learning all that is being done aniong

ourselves, in our own hospitals and societies, as well

as of obtaining, in an epitonised fori, every addition

made to medical and surgical knowledge in England
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