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convulsive movements ; irritate the second, and the animal shows by his -
ories the pain he suffers; but if the student tries this experiment, some
centimetres ouly further from the conjunction of the two reots, hoth of these
cffects will be produced together, 1or he will at the snme time be opera-
ting on hoth species of fibres,

'This admirable discovery of Sir €harles Bell has ¢ngaged physiologists
to endeaver to ascertain whether the marrow itself is not formed of motive
and sensitive parts. Their conclusions clash. It appears indeed the motive
power belangs to the anterior chords, and sensibility to the posterior chords;
but these charaeieristics are not so distinetly defined ag in the paixs of nerves
which emanate from these same chords; for the Lwo opposite regions of the
marrow are far from being anatomically iselated (as the two species of roots
are); besides, the whole organ is subject to reflex actions, which, while they
donot equal these of the brais, make the marrow something more than a
nerve, and exhibit an intimste union between the parts; Iastly, there existe
in the eentre of the marrow o grayish substance, whose functions had not
hieretofure heen defived, and which might Jead to difficultics in the experi-
ments which counld not readily be understood.  This is the leading object of
M. Schili’s memoir.  After having heen persuaded that the posterior chord,
raived and detached from the rest of the marrew, for a certain distance,
felt and transmitted sensitive impressions, he made on the grayish substance
a series of experiments, which demonstrate that like the whitish substance,
it transmits the inpression of pain; but when he ritated the substance
itself he ascertained that it vemained completely insensible.

«This was the mosi conclusive cxperiment he cxhibited before the
Academy of Sciences. On the table of viviscction there was & rabbit, un
which ke had made the ablation of the posterior chords of the marrow for a
cortain distance; below the section the marrow remained intact, and it was
a0 sensible the animal cried when any thing was placed in the least contact ;
it was evident the impression passed by means of the gray <ubstance which
had been reserved; and yet this greyish substance might be pricked, cut,
cauterized or galvanized, withont exciting the least sensation; consequently,
M. Schili affirms as demoustrated, that the grey subsience, in itself, may
gerve as a condactor to impres: brought by the posterior chords.”

At the same scance of the Academy of Seience, M. Schili exhibited the
phenomenun of the rapping spirts.  He acquainted the Academy of Sciences
that having been called to visit & youny German givd, whe pretended to be
possessed of a rapping spimt, ke really keard ¢yaps” in the body of the girl;
but 4 close examination convineed him that the “ryaps” were analagous to
the noise made by cracking the fingers, and that they were produced on o
level with the ancle bone, by the tendon of one of the muscles of theleg:
the young girl bau practiced herself to displace the tendon at will, and to
make it fall with noise to the bottom of the socket, while at the same time,
Bo exterior motion betrayed what was going on ; it was only when he pressed
his finger hehind the external maliealus at the moment of the «“rap,” as
skilful as the Foxes—as skilful as if he had been one of ihoce fortunate
mortals whom a heniguant fate blessed with birth in the favered town of
Rochester.
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According to Bonjean, Ergot contains two active prineiples, essentially
distinct and constant in their cifects, to wit: an active poison and a
powerful and useful remedy 5 the first is an oil, very soluble in cold ether,
and inscluble in boiling alcohol, and in which exists the toxicologiesl
properties of Ergot ; the sccond he denominates Ergotine, which is a dark
red extract, very soluble in cold water, and possessing in tho highest degree



