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facts poiînting toward'these objects, I only ask the intelligent s-tudent to
select a group for study, and when lie concludes his investigations, let uis,
have the matter fuhlly explain&lj. Btbfrhecn iiwsiae oon

ori othere liet faiivsiaecco
orer ne oformis of anV 1)articular genuis, it is necessary that a collection

be Mae ofthe varions structures that contain either the living pupa or
nyznph. lbese should be preserved iii separate boxes, and those speci-
mens whiclb bis knowledge leads inii to suppose belong to identified genera
shouild be kept in such condition as to accord witli the position in whicbi
lie originally fotind them. Tlhis is the proYer course to follow iii inves-
tigating nest-structuires, of inseets, whîcli 1 caimi iil lead to the correction
of niany errors iii our present classification; andl place iii thici prober
position miany species that are nom, arranged under wvrong genera. -If
this plan is carried ont, the stitdent wvill be rewarled ivitli instructive
lessons and discoveries of the greatest interest to science. Tlhis wvas the
systeni commence(l and partly wôrked out 1w the late laiented Benjamin
1). WValsh, of Illinois, whose investigations of însect life wverc of the highest
order ; indeed, nnich of the present advanced state of the science in
America, is (lite to iîn. WVhen my fémv illustrations and descriptions of
insect architecture appeared in the 6Cu;adiau Nzun is/ e -%vas the first
to notice thc inatter and send nie additional information rega rding the
species; and as I consider his reia-rks of valne, 1 give theni hiere as an
addenda to saîd descriptions.

"*No. i (sec I'Canadian Naturalist and ùeologist,- I)ec. 1865, P.* 461),
except ini being slightly sinaller, strongly resenibles the nest of Ezu;zmelle

fi-atumrn;t Say-a very conimion insect here. 1 have bred the fernale
nago front the nest, ýand soine that 1 l)roke open in the siuni er con-

tinied mimieronis green caterl)illars, enoughi, 1 should judge, to feed the
larvoe to inaturity. 1 do not believe any -wasps that are flot social feed
thieir Iarvae after they are liatched ont. -'l'lie use of the short tube, which.

(lîest! SpecieLs naiud scIete. by Dr. Leach ;" and regarding the Poeffltentits, which is our
niost commuon species, lie says that, " it is remnarkabie that two inisecte which are so siniiar
iii thieir preparatory states that their larvze differ only by slight and unimportant, marks,
and thieir cocoons cannot le distinguishied fromn eachi other, stili coine to, be su unlikce each
ather iii thecir perfect state as ie Poliilpkez>ui. and Luîîa. These facte show that the ineta-
xxiorplioe of the insects of this order are not so accurate a guide te thecir systeinatic, arrange-
ment as many have aEsumed theîn to be."

1 have some reason, on aniother graund, to divide .Promethea from £'ecropict on cocooni
form -dune ; and ne doubt when the Amnericn species constituting the Liniiman genlus
AU«aces are prop)erly studicdI, great differences will bc dievercd, not, only phytophagi-
cally but alfio in the internai, structure of their larvoe.


