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BY REV. DAVID BARON.

In speaking of the present phase of
mission work among the Jews, let me
@rst, in merest oulline, give a bird’s-cye
view of that peculiar people which, in
Europe at any rate, is fast becoming
what the prophet Zechariah foretells of
their nast and yct future metropolis, ““ a
burdensome stone for all the peoples,”
{r whose midst they have been tossed
about for centuries, in fulfilment of the
Word of God.

One of the peculiarities of the Jewish
field is its extensiveness. Any other
field, however vast, still only brings to
our mind a particular region of the
globe, and is for that reason more or less
local in its character, but the Jewish
sphere may indeed without exaggera-
tion be termed universal, for is there a
single country in the world to which
the Diaspora does not extend? Dr.
Keith has well said: “ If the simple
fact of Isracl’s dispersion is one of the
most astounding cvents in history, the
extent and remoteness of the countries
which have been the scene of it are per-
haps more remarkable still.”’ Thenum-
ber of Jews now in the world cannot be
less than 12,000,000. I am aware that
much lower figures are giver by so-
called authorities, but their cstimates
are either based upon ancient statistics
or are mere guesses without solid foun-
dation. Having been permitted to
travel extensively in those parts of the
world where the masses of my people
are located, and having devoted atten-
tion to the subject, I may claim to
speak with some amount of authority.
Note this remarkable fact: About two
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hundred years ago the great historian
Basnage, who devoted so much time
and careful labor to this subject, esti-
mated that the number of Jews had inr
his day, after eenturies of untold suffer.
ings, dispersions, and massacres, been.
reduced to scarcely 3,000,000, so that in.
about two hundred years they have in-
creased fourfold. Considering the ad.
verse circumstances under which it has
been going on, this rapid increase of
the Jewish people is wonderful, and
must be regarded as a sign of the times.
The God who caused Israel to muitiply
so enormously after years of cruel bond.
age just before their deliverance from
gypt, is repeating the miracle now,
that, as we believe, the Dayspring from
on high is once again about to visiy
them. It is a notorious fact that in cer-
tain partsof the world the Jews increase
in proportion to their Gentile neighbors
at the ratio of three to one. It shows,
even apart from prophecy, that at suy
rate the Jewish nation isnotas yet like.
ly to become defunct from exhausted
vitality. Another fact to be noted is
that although scattered over the whole
surface of the globe, the great bulk of
theso millions of Jews has for all these
centuries been located in Central and
Eastern Europe ; thus, Russia alone, or
that part of Darkest Russia known as
“the Pele of Settlement,” embracing
only some twenty-five governmental dis-
tricts, inclyding Poland, out of about
seventy-five such districts into which
this huge empire is divided, has 2 Jew-
ish population of at lcast 4,000,000,
while the Austrian Empire has about
2,000,000 Jews, of which number be
tween 600,000 and 500,000 are in Hun-
gary, and about 300,000 in the one
northern province of Galicia. It will
be seen from this that God, who has
forcordained the course of Istacl’s wan-
derings and dispersions, has in His provi-
dence arranged it so that the great mass
of them should be sojourners in that
part of the world where the name of




