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In speaking of the present phase of
maission work among the Jews, let me
Orst, in mercst outtine, -ive a bird's-cye
view of that peculiar people 'which, in
Europe at any rate, is fast be-coming
what the prophet Zechariali foreteils of
their rast and yct future metropolis, " a
burdensome Stone for ail the peoples,
tr. whose midst they have been tosscd
about for centuries, in fulfilment of the
Word of God.

One of the pecullarities of the Jewvish
field is its eztensivenem. Any other
field, however vast, stili only brings to
our mind a particular region of the
globe, and is for that reason more or less
local in its character, but the Jewish
sphere xnay indeed -%vithout exaggera-
Lion bie termed -univcrtal, for is there a
Single country lI the world to 'which,
the Diaspora doos flot cxtend ? Dr.
Reith has well said: «'If the simple
fact of Israei's dispersion is one of tise
nxost astounding events In history, the
citent and remoteness of the counitries
ivhicii have been the scene of it are per-
lisps more remarkabie stili. " The num-
ber of Jews now in thse wor]d cannot bie
less than 12,000,000. 1 arn awarc that
muei lower figures are givea by so-
called authorities, but their estimates
are cither based upon aucient statistios
or are more guesses 'without so]id foun-
dation. Hsving been permitted to
travel cxtcnsiveiy li those parts of thse
world wherc thse masses of miy people
are located, and having devotcd atten-
tion to thse subjýct;, I xnay claim, to,
speak with somo amount of aut.hority.
Note titis remnrkable fact : About two
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hundrcd ycars ago the grent hiistoriau
Basnage, who devoted s0 much timne
and caref ni labor to titis subject, esti-
mated that thse number of Jews liad in,'
his day, after centuries of unto]d suifer.
ings, dispersions, and massacres, beeil,
reduced to scarcely 3,000,000, tio that iii.
about two isundred ycars they have in-
crcased fourfoid. Considering tise ad-
verse circuinstances under wisich it bas
been going on, this rapid increase or
the Jewis. people is wonderfui, and
mnust be regardcd as a sign of thse times.
Thse God wiso caused Israel to multiply
50 enornxousiy after years of cruel bond.
age just before their deliverance froni
Egypt, is repeating thse miracle now,
that, as we believe, thse Dayspringé frons
on higli is once again about to visht
tiser. It is a notorlous fact thiat Ln cer-
tain parts of thew-%orid thse Jews increase
In proportion to their Gentile neighbors
at thse ratio of thrce to one. It showvs,
even apart froin prophecy, that at any
rate thse Jewishi nation is notas yct like.
]y to become defunct froun exhaustcd
vitaiity. Another fact to bc noted ia
that althougli sc-attcrcd over the whloie
surface of tise globe, tisa great bulk of
these millions of Jews has for ail these
centuries licou Iocatcd in Central and
Eastern Europe ; visus, Riuasia alone, or
thiat part of Darkcst Russia known as
"the Pale of Settiement,'" crnbrcin-

only some twcnty-live governinentai dis-
tricts, inciuWing Poland, out of about
sevcnty-fivc sucli districts into whics
titis isuge empira is divided, hias a Jew,
isis population of at Icast 4,000,000,
while tise Austrian Empire bsas about
2,000,000 Jews, of -%viih number bc-
twcen 000,000 and 700,000 are in Hlun-
gary, and about 5-0O,000 ln Uic out
nortiier province of Galicia. It wniIl
lic se frorn this that God, wvho bas
forcordaincd tise course of Israei's wan-
clcrings and dispersions, bas in lis provr-
dencc' arraragcd it so Liant tise grent mass
of tlaem shou]d bc sojourners i that
part of the world whcre the nmc of
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