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date selected the friends gather at the house of the groum, where th
parcats of the young couple present them to the elder, telling hum of thejy
desire to be joined in marriage. The elder calls the young people before

hmm, and thus addresses the bride-clect :

“ Young woman, is it your own free will and desire that you Le unite)
by marriage to this young man, or are your parents or any one else forcing
the union upon you#’ The young woman responds: ¢ It is my owy
free choice.” :

‘“ And do you love this young man 22 ¢ 1 do.”

¢ And do you wish to love and take care of him when he is old and
i “JYdo”

The clder asks the same guestions of the flancé, then the assembl:
sing a canticle, which is only a simple and appropriate prayer fur tl.
wedded pair.  Tiie elder tells them to embrace and to join hands ; tljs
ends the cereroomy. It is hardly nceessary to say that marriages thus
solemnized are legally nall.  The only legal marriages are those performed
by the orthodox priests in the Orthodox Chureh.

About the end of 1865 the German Baptists in the svuth of Rusia
were joined by some men of prominence, ke Kapustinski, of Kiev, ay)
Ly Trophime Khlistoun,* a man whose saintly life preached as londly s
his words. This strengthening of their ranks and increase of their 2o
and their attitude toward the Orthodox Church have had a great influene
on the Russian Stundists.  To-day aimost all the Stundists hold the belis
of the Baptists, and in the senth of Russia Baptist and Stundist ar
practically synonymous terms.

(20 de concluded.)
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AMany of us believe that a good share of the loss of interest in furdin
missions is due to the World's Parliwment of Religions. No onewl,
read the reports of this parliament and the editorial coments there s
can doubt that the impression made iy the press was unfriendly tonis
siuns.  For example, a leading cditorial in one of our Jargest duilics i3
cmpliasis on the ** erronenus impression’” that mission boards and preaclss
had made on the minds of the people. These Hindus were really e
gentlemen, well dressed and edueated, and thus the elaim of the prcadir
that non-Christian people were all savages was unfounded.  The ideasf
sending the Gospel to such fine gentlemen was ridiculel.  In so faras
men had the idea that all heathen are savayes, to Whom the Gospel sh)

* Rulistrnin was Manisiind in 1543 taa slesalale avginn in Cancasia, whepe T hns so®e0sd w2d
miscery.  Kapustinski, bauishoi likewise, »even or cight years agy, pesishol in ex.lr,




