
The Dearth.

.dîsmounted, and giving bis 1'orse to the
:edlt rtepped hastily to the door, wvhicli
openeti ivicla the freetiom ol ati oh! mc-

-lotarice-and belbre slie couit leave the
-,Iow hie w'as ia the roorn. Sile recognizeti

-at a glance.
1.t is WSýillie, fdtlier," she criet, in a volce
e. "I arn s0 happy to sec you ngain,n(
Ii1!-for we ail thoughit you had been teat."1
l:was indeed WilIie: but lie appeancti not
Nartke ofthe joy of those who grc-,ed hi
1,, puch fervour : lie gazed at Helen, and
.a nt the babc slie nowv hcld in lier arme,
*1nce-and a deep ruiade of disappoint-
it cloudeti his broiv ho liad stood thus
a minute or two in silence, with a liant
earý nfrthe oIt people gragpeti in lis-Uc-
rdtawkvard andi abasheti at bis melan-
ý!y andi imploring glance-and turningl
mait oppeanctibusyw~ithh er son. Willie
ted himiself, and seemed as if in a fit of-
action, his eyes stili fixed on the object

,ýearly love, and strong emotion tepirted
bb counitenance. The siffht oftbje chilt
iawaker.ed suspicions which he was flot
a tiae able to confirm or dissipate by a
..,!ê qiestion-and his agitation was 80 ex.
"-e that no one present could cal up reso-
,a teexplaia to hlm how or when Helen
'chang-ed lier situation. The silence waat
îifùI to ail, but to none more than to Wi1-
b;nielf-for lie could read ia the looks of
i .an andi Grizzel the reason why they
;entnwilling to speak. They felt l'or hirri;
11lel eye ivas filet ivith a tear, as
lvoked up blushingly into the face of one
iliadlaimcd the first love oflèing of ber
in heart. Thbs state of paintul andi too
inent silence was put an end to by bisa
had mort to d read fron a disclosure.-
l'SSgas if by an effort forcing hiniselfout
train of tlioug-hts, lie held out his finger,
pointeti to the babe that %vas lookinga rip
&g ilto the lace of the mother, in whosQe

the tear rU!! srtood-

b3it Possible, Helen? VI aid lie, in a voice
~i9g with strong emotion, and unable to
out the rest Of the sentence, the meaning
ohich bis pointed finger sufficiently indi-
-J,

-tin wasrsilent-the blush rose hiolier on
face, anti the tear dropped on the nface of
chlild. William andi Grizze! looketi at
Il otlier as if each wirhed the other to

SISpenk, Hielen," gaid Wrillie, partly reco-
verîng himselU; " Cari it bc 71" and lie ag-ain
fal tereti.

His emotion stoppeti nul! more effectually
the voice or Helen, wlio bld lier lace on the
breast of hier chilti.

SIndeeti, and it is just sace," at Iast said.
Grizzel]. SIThat .., Hclen's hairn, and as
bonny a ane it is as Fhe wvas hierse! when we
founrl her by the El drich Stane, wi' her hend
reetin on the side o' puir auld Colin, wvha is
since deati. AI), Willie, ye liae yersel to
blame-for ye neyer Jet us ken wbew.hcr ye
were dead ci alive."Y

Willie drew bis hand over his eyes, and
wasEsuent. Therewias anotht;r -ibject that
preszet upon bis heart, andi one which lie
equdlly leared to broach by a que~stion.

IlAnd Elizabeth, my more than mother,"l
lie cjaculated in a broken voice-wliat of
lier?"

SShe's ini the kirlçyard o' Minniegaif," an-
swered Grizzel. "'The 80(18 are again grown
thegither, andJ the grass is liail andi greci
oivre lier grave."

"lOh, diti 1 expect to nieet ail this !" mut-
tereti the unhappy man, as lie hielti bis handsr
upon bis face. There was again silence in
the cottaze. "lBut biad my dear frienti plen-
ty, andi was site well cared for in ber las,-
moments?"' ho continueti, with the sanie bro-
kien voice.

SiNane ol us bat plenty at that dread(uI
time,l' answered Grizzel.-t death was the
only creature that seemed to bave aneugh-
we killed aulti Hawky to save the life o' puir
Elizabeth ; but lier Lime was corne. She
diet i' the fear o' Goti; and yuu Willie, that
was lier only love on .earth, ivas bier last
thouglit, as sbe left this warlid for that better
are whar friends dinna lorget their auld be-
nef àctors."1

SYou are unkind, Grizzel,"l sait lie, ilt
add to mny Prez-elt sorrow, by the reproof con-
tainet in that huiit. 1 bave to you the ap-
pearance of being undutif*ul ; but 1 ivas s0
situatet that it ivas flot in my power to com-
municate with bier by letter-anti to visit ber
in person was impossible. I would bave been
bere years since, ifi coufd bave accomplish-
cd ;t-for 1 cari so)emniy teclare, my beart
bas been ever here.1"

I beieve ye, Willie,"1 criet Grizzel-" 1


