CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

coive, though not the sense to prevent; and all the while a burn.
ing erimson in my face, for which I umn?
apolcgize, without once being provided with an oxcuse. Above
nb,‘! recolicet, that carly in the evening, Emilé, after looking at
me steadily for some time, roso hastily, and bade me gnod night,
without telling me when he should return, or cven whether he
should return at all.

The next morning I found a letter on my breakfast table, and
toking it up, beheld his hand.writing. Waws he then gone? 1
ture it open, and read as follows @

« It can scarcely be possible Ishould have to remind you, Flora,
that yesterday was the nnniversary of that on which we followed
the remains of your sister to the grave. The scason of the year
—your own natural feelings of uftection—all things must have
brought it to your remiemberance.  Friday, you will remember
also, was the day of her death. Tt was spent by me in solemu
fusting und prayer. I had proposed to oceupy the day of her fune.
r1l in the same manner, but it occurcd to me that something was
duc to the feelings of a sister, and that it might possibly be morc
profitable to us both, to pray tugether-—to retrace together tho
events of the past year, tn measure our present standing together,
by chmparing what we are now, with what we were thea, and
tn resolvo together, if necessary, that we wourd begin 2 new life,
letting the pledge of our sincerity be the vows we should malke on
the evening of that memorable dug'. .

“8uch were my Jeelings, and such my intentiong, when 1
srught your habitation, and found you—I will not, I dare not,say
how. Perhaps you had been weeping.  Perhaps I broke upon
your solitude tro suddenly, I confess my fault; and am
ready to hear and believe any excuse you m: y offer inc, even
the most improbable, only let it be the truth. I was not formed
for suspicion. I must know the trath, Eitlicr put me out of th
torture of suspecling you or tell me the worst.”

I had awoke that morning from a dull heavy slcep, with a
dim consciousncss that sc. acthing was wrong—that some calamity
was hanging over mc; and that I needed more than common re.
eolution to meet the events of the coming day.

These feclings, however, had become so fumiliar to my waking
moments, that I endeavoured to drive them away, by persuading
mysclf againand again, that my situation on the past evening,
could be known to nono but myself; that Emile had only left me
on some call of duty, and would come again when I should be
better ablo to converse with him, and to cnter into his {eclings.
What then was my alarm and horror, when I found myself called
upon in this solemn manner.to reveal the actual truth.

Emile wss a2 man whom no one could deceive, when his suspici-
ons were once awakened; though his confidence, before it had
been shaken would carry him to almast any extent of cre.
dulity. What then remained for me o do? My resolution was
quickly tuken, I confessed the whole.

*T am indced Tallen low,” I said, in the conclusion of my let-
ter, * when I'implore you to come to e, though I know it must
be with loathing—when I besecch you not to forsake me, but to
bear with me, and to help me; for I believe I have lost the power
to help myself,”

In the course of half an hour Emile was at my door. He
did not take my hand, nor look in my face, nor address me in the
common language of salutation, I could see thut he was tremb-
ling all over, and 1 trembled tov. He spoke direetly to the puint,
for we were both occupicd with one thought, and it would have
been uscless to touch on any other.  Although thic subject was
one of the most gross and repulsive it was possible to contemplate,
he addressed me in language 23 delicate, as it was beautiful and
impressive; inspiring wme far the moment with somcthing like
hope, that perhaps I might yet bo restored to the fullowship of the
virtuous, and the favour of God. Nor would he leave me untilhe
had laid down plans for my protcction for the futurc.

*Send away,” said he, “every drop of this poson, not only
from your closet, but from your premises. Let the craviags of
midnight solitude find you unprovided with supply. Let the cun.
viction that no eye sces you, coine upon you without the means
of gratification. Wo must take care to set & guard upon the body,
as well as upon the mind. You will write to me at stated inter-
vals, under the solemn vow you have already madc, to revecal to
me the trath. Aud remember this—that your rale mast be bro.
ken by no plea of illuess, of advice of ductwe, or of persussion
and example of friecnds ; for what is medicine.to others, 18 puison
to you; and it is better, infinitely beuter, to lose the body than the
soul. Above all, keep thus in mind, that victory over your be.
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sating sin can only be obtained by watchfuiness and prayor. Not
by wutchfulness atonotime, and prayer at gnother; {or when you
watch you inust pruy, and when you pray you must not cease to
watch.

« And now.,” snid he, in conclusion, whilo the tears stood in
his cycs, * my poor Flora ! you ard I must part again ; for there
can gc ncither peaco nor comnfort in our intercourse, until somse
change is wrought.” .

Hc touk my hand, and solemnly bade me farowell ; but did not,
as on former occasions, lcuve me with a brother's kiss. 1 stood
motinless, and speeck:less, until the door closed after him; and 1
was Jult aguin to fect that I was utterly alone. Fur the past I
had now nothing but repentunce; for the future, Enule had told
m2 there was hope.  As T had been perfectly sincero in the eon.
fi ssicn» I had made to him, I wasalso sincerein the vows by which
1 had buund myself to fulfil tu the utmost of my power, the injunc.
tions he had luid upon me; and I commenced, witlxout. delay,
putting in exccution the plan he had proposed fur sccuring mo
against temptation. .

‘Lhere ure, however, two ways of following out a resolution ;
and of onc of these, ‘¢ 15 impurtant to observe, that it scldom fails
to prove fatal in its results. Thero 18 a resolution, under which
we act promptly, and without reserve, as if in the sight of God, as
well as man ; and this resulution Gud scldum fails tobless.  Mine,
I need hardly say, was of a character essentially different. . It
was my desire, as well as my determination, to Eivo up the dread.
ful pract.cv to which I had become hubituated ; and, secure in
the rect tude of my intentiuns, as well us the strength of my will,
I ‘ndulged that very evenjng to the extent of my wishes, secure
that it would be the lust time; fur the morrow was the day 1 had
fixed fur depriving myself entiroly und for ever of the mians.

The morrow, however, brought its difficultics. ¥ had promised
Emile to send away every dungerous kind of stimulant which I
had in my pssession ; but how and where to send it, was a ques-
tion not casily answered.  Besides which, I found on exammation
there was so little lefl—so much less than I had cxpected—that
it seemud searcely worth while taking any pains to get xid of it.
If it was dangcrous to me, it could scarcely bo right to_give it to
another, less it should prove a means of temptation. It was al-
lowed to be a useful medicine in iliness; so I decided at’last, to
keep it under lock and key, for the purpose of distribution amongst
the poor, in their necessities.  ‘Fhis was my resolution.

For many weeks after this, I cctainly did abstain scrupulously
if not cheerfully, from all improper stimulus. T did this, however,
with a murmuring spirit, feeling all the while, asif'Tought to have
been rewarded with more peace and more satisfuctian, for tho
sclf-denial | was practising. Ewmule wrotc to me at stated inter.
vals, and my only moment of enjoyment, w=s that in which I
proudly and clcarly answered to his inquiriéds, ** Nat guilty.»

My hour of trial, however, was not yet fully come. I was
seized with a painful indisposition, which kept me awake all the
night, and weary all the *duy. My secrvant, and the gossips of
the place, all agreed in recommending brandy. X thought my
cise a hard one, for I knew that every onc around me—rich and
poor, grod and evil—would tuke stimulants fur such a malady;
and it secimed to me, that | alon. ..as ¢ondcmned, by endsl no.
cessity, to suffer without hope of relief. N

I was in this state of mind ane day, when my servant brought
mo a glass of strang brandy and wator, 1 could have resisted
the sight, but the smell ovircanie me, and 1 swallowed 1t without
2 moinent's hesitation.

The rubicon bemng now passed, T scrupled not to take more and
more, calling it a mediene, and justfying mgself by the idea, that
ne.ther Emuleo, nor auy one else, would i common kindness, wish
me to ahstain from a usefel medicwe, that was frec to all man.
kind; espcciadly us I deternnned afresh, each time the draught
was rencwed, that it sliould cease the woment ¥ was restored to
heulths  In this 1 feit so seeure, that L began by degrees to regard
my present deviations from the hne of conduct laid down by
Enmile. as a scrics of distinct and scparate acis, havis g nothing
whatever to do with the promuse T hud made him, whicn pr%
I still determined, us xoon as relicf from puin should be obtained,
to keep inviolate as cver.

) 1 could not, however, subdue all feeling of uncasiness, as the
time approiched when I was 1o render my periodicgl aceount to
my last and oniy fiiend. 1t was true, I had long been the slave

»t ane pasticular vice.  Fo the upbraidings of cunscience, on one
patticular subject, I had long been aceustomed ; but with dehibor.



