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REVIEW OF MEMOIRS OF MRS, HANNAR MORE. W

Indeed, her motive for desiring an introduction to jthat speech, though not written with any particutar

the cireles of fashion was not u calculating worldly
principle, which secks it only as the means of

rising in the world. The fawning sycophant,

design, is su bold, and always so warmly received, that
it fiightens me, ond [ really feel uncasy till it is well
over."

I'he theutre has had many apologists, and not

crecping along t!uis path, begins and goes on with {3 few of them have gone so far as to speak of it
coolness and deliberativn. e has no feelings or tys teaching virtue ; but, alus, the virtue which is
opinions of his own upart {rom his patrons.  Helhere taught is not that holy and eclf-denying
ussents to their absurdities. 1le flatters them in fprinciple which is inculcated in the New Testi.

their follics and sins, and there 1s no degree of yent, Tt may bring tears from the eyes of the

error or crimme which he will not palliate and
excuse. IHisreigning motive is self-interest, and
those means which are to raise hun to distinction
are kept ever in view.  Such a mun must needs
progress in his course of life, but his progress,
like that of o snuil which crawls across a marble
monument, is marked throughout by the slime of
his adulation.  Mrs. More, in sceking the society
of the great, sought it because they huad come up
to her own standard, rather than because they
held one higher and more desirable than herown.
To strengthen their own hands, and, in many
instances, to cover their nakedness, the rich and
the noble thought fit to patronise literary men;
and it was only because Johnson and Burke and
such men were found within their circles that
Mrs. More solicited adinission.  Accordingly we
no where perceive, in any of her letters written
at this period, o trying to the virtues of an
authoress, aught that manifests a mean or dis-
ingenuous spirit. Doubtless she was where she
ought not to have been, still she was preserved
from the contamination.  She was saved from the
sweeping flood of dissipation, into which thousands
drop and are soon beyond the hope of rccovery.
Accordingly we find her making a remark which
would be of small account in itseli; were it not
that it indicated the kind of people who had the
better part of her aflections :—

“ I have long ago found out,” she says, ¢ that hardly
any but plain, frugal people ever do generous things;
our cousin, Mr. Cotton, who I daresay is often ridiculed
for his simplicity and frugality. could yet lay down two
Iumdred pounds, without being sure ot ever receiving a
shilling iaterest, for the landable purpose of establishing
aman of merit, to whom he is still a very considerable
contributor.”

It was about this time (1777) that Mrs. More
brought out her tragedy of Percy. The player
Garrick seems to have done his utmost to make it
take with the public. The success was beyond
both her and her friend’s expectation. It was
acted for twelve nights with great applause.—
The following passage, from one of her letters,
refers to this matter :—

“ Last night was tho ninth night of Percy. Itwasa
very brilliant house, and I was there, Lady North did
me the honor to take a stage box. I trembled when the
specch against the wickedness of going to war was
spoken,” as I was afraid my Lord was in the house, and

* At this time the war with our American Colovies
was a subject of popular discussion.

worldling, whose sole aim is the aggrandisenent
of self'; but these tears only serve to rivet his
own avarice more strongly. Ile can wecp ata
tule of woe, but he will not stretch out his hand
in deeds of charity. Do such persons contribute
of their substance to convey the gospel to the
heathen, or do they aught to purchase a tract ora
Bible for the needy and afilicted? What is the
society which surrounds them? Are they mcn
who worship God in their familics? Is their zeal
for virtue so strong that they frown away from
them the dissipation of actors ? The truth is,
the theatre, in its very nature, is a vicious thing.
1lere youth are taught pride, and vain glory ; and
the first step in a young man’s progress to dissi-
pation is when he becomes a frequenter of these
cstablishments, Ile is tanght—it is asserted a
knowledge of the world, but it would be more
consistent with truth to say, that he is taught the
knowledge of its sinful ways. And surely, if it
be true that “evil communications corrupt good
manners,” it is the height of folly to purchase
such knowledgeat the expense of purity of heart.
It is no argument to say that eminent men have
patronised the stage by writing plays. The
question still remains to be answered, what is
their tendency 2 If they countenance what scrip-
ture condemns—if they give encouragement to
revenge, railings, foolish talkings and jestings,
which are not convenient, then, though these
performances were written by angels and not by
men, they are only the more to be disapproved,
because more dangerous. Mrs. More, at this
period, was a favorer of the stage ; but when she
tried it, as she afterwards did; by the balance of
the sanctuary, her pen was no longer employed in
its service ; and when invited by afriend, several
years afterwards, to visit the theatre to hear her
own tragedy acted, she declined the invitation.

We often find in biographics incidents detailed,
whose interest is much diminished, by the con-
sideration that the evidence for their truth is
awanting, and it well may be, seeing, 1f they are
fictitious, all we can be expected to feel, is
admiration of the wit or ingenuity of their author.
The following may be relied on, from the particu-
lars referred to. It records the heroism of a
negro; and is enough to bring honor on the
whole race of his sable brethren.
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