THE PRESBYTERIAN.

text, we hear it declaring that those who
consent to the enticement of sinners do not
find the promise realized of a vast amount
of good ; but bring upon themselves at last,
ruin.

This has been proved iu the experience
of all who have listened to the enticements
of sinners and consented to them. Itis
not necessary that we go to the cell in
which the condemned criminal lies bewail-
ing his fate, reviewing the folly of his life,
and inwardly, at least, confessing that the:
tempter’s specious promises are false, in or-
der to sce the truth of wisdom’s declara-
tion. lis is an extreme case, and lays him
under the just condemnation of human luw,
but there are cases which human law can-
not reach, in which the truth of wisdom’s
statement is experienced by the breakers
of God’s law. Sin brings its own punish-
ment in time, and those who continue to
practice it, whose “feet run to evil”
are treasuring up for thewmsclves wrath
against the day of wrath. Oh! then,
my young friends, when sinners en-
tice thee, conscnt thou not. You may
easily know theirenticoments.  What they
require you to do, requires lying in wait,
in lurking for the nest opportunity. The
deeds they require to do cannot be done in
the clear, open light of heaven. They re-
yuire the darkness. Fear has to be re-
moved before you can do them, and uneasy
feelings have to be overcome.  You would
blush and be ashamed in the presence of
your friends and fellow-men should they be
discovered. A vast advantage will be pro-
mised which will not be obtained ; butinstead,
disappointinent aud ruin, if the course of
sin be pursued.

Temptation is strong, some one may say,
and how am I to meet and overcome it.
Make the fear of God the very beginning
of that wisdom by which you arc to guide
vourself through this world to the next.
When enticed to do that which the love and
reverential awe of your God would prevent,
and when the assurance is held out of cer-
tain conccalment for ever from the eye of
man, say, “ How oan I do this great wick-
edness and sin against God.” Weare crea-
tares of imitation, and as such are much
influenced by example; let me, therefore,
for your imitation, direct you to a sublime
example, the example of the son of God.
He felt temptation’s power.  Great promis-
es were made to bim if he would only give
the tempter the reverence due toGod. Al
“the kingdows of the world were promised to
Jhim. The promise could not havebeen fulfill-
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ed, but had eonsent heen ziven tothe entice-
ment, the world would have been lost, and lost
forever. He resisted the temptation,and did
5o by means of that guide which has been
given to all who make the fear of the Lord
the beginning of their wisdom. ¢ Get thee
henee, Satan,” he said to the tempter, and
at once laid down his rule of guidance
which is found in God's Word : * Thou
! shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him

only shalt thou serve.” (Mutt. iv. 10.)
Let love and the reverential feur of
your God be the begiuning of your wis-
dom, and in imitation of your Redcemer
make the Word of God your guide, and
1 through the aid of his spirit of grace
[ you will be enabled to withstand the en-
ticements of sivuers, which promise always
a vast amount of good which can never be
realized, but which bring ruin only, and
the blighting of wordly prospects, and
what is of far greater moment, destroy
cternul interests. Do this, my young friends,
and if you be not favoured with much
worldly prosperity, you will be walking with
God, enjoving his favour, peace of con-
science, and undergoing a preparation for
a place in the Kingdom of your Redeemer.
DRAWN TWO WAYS.

4N ALLEGORY,

I found myself & prisoner, fettered and bound
by a heavy chain, of which the ends were firm-
Jy held by invisible bands, behind s mass of
cloud and darkness. From the opposite quarter
tothat whence the chain proceeded, 2 sitken cord
wa3 cast round me. [ts length and beauty |
could not perceive, but [ felt that it was fimly
held in the dircction to which my back was
turned. The chain grieved me not, for I was
chafingund struggling against the cord, while [
gazed and strose to advance in the direction
contrary to its gentle pressure. Butl heard a
voice: it said to me, * Turn and look.” I re-
plied, # Why should [ turn, and whither look 2’
“Turn ye at my reproof. Why will y¢ dic?
Look uuto me and live,” were the words that
met me in reply. I said, “ I caunot turn, for |
am ticd and bound; I cannot look, for miane
cyes are blinded, that I see not atar” The
voice then cried, not from without, but a3 itwere
from the depths of mine own heart, ¢ Tura thou
me, and I shall be turned. Open thon mine
eyes, that I may behold!” And a pressure
which 1 neither would nor could resist gently
led me round, until I saw that which riveted
my gaze, even One who, being lifted up, shall
draw all men unto him. He drew e forward,
sustained, no longer chafed by the silken cord,
step by step nearer to himself., And now the
pressure of the chirin became felt, and even ic-
tolerable, yet T could not altogether shake itoff.
It fell nevertheless from the regioa of my beart,
and beeame eatangled among my feet, a clog to
retard, but ot entirely to impede my progress.
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