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SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
And when thoso things begin to come to , ass, then look
ap, aad kit ap your acads, ot gour redemptivn dianah
xh.—&. Tuke xxi. 28,
Kor till the frecaing Liast is still,
Tl freely Joaps tho sparkling il
And gales sweep soft trom summer skies,
A o'cr u eleeping wmfant's c{u
A mothier’s kies | cre calls Lke these,
No sunny gloam awakes the troos,
Nor daru tho tender lowareds sliow
Their bosems to th' uucortain glow.

Why then, in sad and wintry time,

Her heavons all dark with doubt and crime,
Why lifta tho Church her dxooﬁiu'v head,
As though licr evil hour wero wd?

Is sho tees wise than Joarves of 3ﬂng,
Or birds that cuwer with folded wing #
What socs shie in this lowcering sky

To tempt her mehitative eye¥

She has a charm, a word of fire,

A pledgo of Jove that cannot tire,

Ry tanpests, carthquakos, and by wers,
By rusturg wavos and falling stars,
By crery aigu ber Lond foretold,

tilie sows 1ho world 13 wasing old,

And throogh that last and d.rest storm
Doscrios by falth her Savhur’s furm.

. Noj sprer docs the iepdeg h .
Bet in the fiz-t0.% polished stem,
Foresbow the suinmer season bland,
‘Than thase dread sygus Thy mighty han? ¢
But Ob ! frat hoarts, and spirits durk !
‘I'ho svason’s Dight unwamn | we mark,
Pr1 1nuss the dudyge velind the doos,
¥or alt the highs of sacred lore:

Yet is Ho tiiere : benoath oug cavos
Rach sound 118 wakeful car reccives:
Hush, idle wunls, and thusthes of i,
Yonr Lord s hatening . peace, be atill.
Christ - atchies by & Ghristian's hoarth,
Beallene,  vain'deluding mirth,”

Pl in tinne alter'd voice be hnown
Somewhn of llesignation’s tone.

Rut chiclly ye should lift your gazo
Above the worid's uncertain haswo,

Aand look with calin unwarenag cyo
Qn the brgit flcldy Leyond the eky,
Ye, who yuur Lonl’s commission Lear,
Bis way of nercy to prepare :

Argels He onlls yo: bo yourstrife

Lo lead on carth sn Angel's hife.

‘Think not of rest; though dreams bo sweet,
Start up, and ply your boaven-ward foet,
Is not God's oxth upon your head,
Ne'er 10 sink Lack on slothful Led,
Nover again your loinsuntie,
Nor et your torcics wastu and aie,
*Lill, when the sbadows thickest fall,
Yo boar your Master's midnight call ¢
—1he Chndtian Yar
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Relipious Ristellanp,

The Tract, of which we commeace the publication
to-day, although designed for our ucighbors, is well
oslgulated to bo uscful in this Province, and we re-
caamend ovr readens o uake ils wulculs kuuwo as
widely a5 possible amongst their acquaintances who
may be unbapiized. Tt is Ly Dissop Burgess of
Maino, and is published by the Society for the Pro-
woiiva of Evangeiical Koowldge in New York.

ADULT BAPTISM.

« In gll Chnstien countrics, except our own, al-
most =il persoas bavo veen bapiized 12 their jofancy.
I8 was 20 smongst tho seutlera of ont country. But
ot present, 1 twe Unised States, the majonity uie in
ghildhood unbsptized, ot arrive unbaphzed av man-
hood. A densmimmation which rejects all bapisim
excopt that which ts performed by immorsien, aad at
a ripe age, hes becone in_its various Lranches an
arerwhelming mulditude. Far bogund its owa Jiwits,

j still continuo 1o disreganl, another and a higher. |

ita influence casts, of courro, a thade of deubt over ;
what was onco prized as s swoet consecration of the
cradlo und the fireside.  Amongst saveral other de.
nominativns, the gractice, after & steuggic, bas Leen |
confined to tho children of commonicanis  Every
where, it 18 casler to leavo undenc thim todo . argu-
ments on tho side of neglect are readily admitted , |
and chibiren will remain without baptis., if theie
parente Laliove infant baptixm to be wrang, or doubt
whether it ia right, or are quite indifi:rent to the
duttes of raligion, or permu themselves 1o purtpone
sckoowledged duties from month to munth, and then |
from year to year. Thus it is that o many of ,
thoac intp wiicao hands this tract may fall, will find |
in it an appeal to thumselves ; for, very possil'y,
half of them ace atiil unbaptized when thar cges
first rest upon its pages.

In thesc pages, tho questioa of infunt Laptism,
howorver, is nut to bo discussed.  Every rebuke of
thoso who Lring littlo children to Jesus, that ho may
bleas them, ia a vivlation of Lis command, ** Forbid
them not,”* and to persuzdo any whom he has so re-
ceived and blessed to renounte that baptian and
aegk gnother, must be left to more daring pens than
wine. .

Those, too, who have been already baptized in
their maturer years uro not hero particularly ad
dressed.  In any right view of adult baptism they
#ill fird something w remind them of tha vows that
are upou them as soldirs ¢f Chyist cruciad,  But,
culisted as they are, they need noty Lo urged by the
summons which calls men to his banncrs.  Lheir
task is now to fight the gool Bghu munfully.

For unbaptized readers chiclly, this tract is ie-
tonded. ‘Chey must be at this moment in ono of two
olasees , such as Aave not, and such %8 kave, c¢ s
dered moro or Jess, the quostion whether they vught
not to be candidates for baptism,

Thoso o whom this aucation beg, never seriously
ocrarred, shuald be reminded of question. cven
woro pressing aod more solemn, The season why
it hasnot cecurned ust be, cithee that they have
thought vers littlo of Chrisi and s commands ; or,
that they have been perfecily conscious of their utter |
unfitness for an act so boly. I cither cvent, the
word of Gud lias other messages for them, before this
can come wizh power to their conseience.  To speak
to tha disteiisving, the profune, the vicioas, the
favolous, or the worldly and merely worldly, of |
hapusin as their duty, might possibly mi-l:ad, and l
would certainly be usaloss. Lo speak of baptism ng
the Jutg of any, howoever sober, mural, cr virtuons,
who bave neser yet asked with any serivus concern,
what the Jord would have them to do, might be 2
lunguags which shey could migintrpret.  Bud that
wiich swag ot by sunpiv and etriedy their daty till
they are othierwise than they now are, 8 yet to be
before them in all their authority and nceessity, 28 a
daiy fastened to their duties, of which one and all
are as binding upon them as upon all bedde whe
hear the Guopel. They may be startled by oico
reflections, wbich, in some thuughtful bour, may
steat upon them, and refuse to Le dismisscd.

The first consileration is this. Nothing can be
more certain than that our Jerd and Sasiour has
required of ** every sreature” of the luman razo to
| whom his word shall be preached, to Lelizve and to
. be baptized, **Hethat telieveth andis laptized
shall bo saved.”  Baptismis as plainly cujoined as
Lelicf ; not a8 in itzelf of the xame nature. but upoa
precisely the samo suthority. When you are asked
{ %hy yun are not Laplzed, yont answer s, in sub-
stanee, that it is becausz you do adut beliese.  With
weither of tie-o two conditivos, therelere, hate you
cemplied , aud you havo not the slightest hold upen
tbo promise of salvation.  You disregard ono com.
maod becauso you havo already disresarded, and

That bapuizm shuuid, under cll circumstances, bo a
condition of salvation, it may be imgosﬁblo to rup-
posa . but why shoald it not be euch for thuse wdose
only excure for remaining unbaptized is that they
are neither fit nor desirousto vbey a divine conr
mandment ¥ In offering powdon to 2 multitude of
guilty inca, their sovereimm might require tacm to.
apply for a certsin docuuent, which, duly attested
shouid bo the pledgs of their safity, If any of them
while csrnestly desiring to comply with his offers of
clemency, yot misundersteod them, or wero upable

to perform the condition, such might atill hopo and
expeet from a just and worciful sovercign that they
gliould not suffer for their involuatary fulure,  Bat,
surcly agaiost thoso who have lura.d scornfully away.

i from every offer, tho abscnce of the sitested docne

auent would be ovidence enough.  Thiuk well that,
however it may be with others, the want of baptism
rignifies In such = you indiffirenca to the commaade
of Christ and to tho torms of salvation, when thess
e>munands and theso tezms have beon declared Ly
lun with cxoeeding puinness and suivamity.  Yon
read tiiem in the very commission which ho gave to
his aposties, when hosent them and their successors
into all the world, to preech tho Coxpel to every
croature and so to you.

Tho other considetativn is that the unbaptized are
not within tha ecnuncaion of the Chureh on carth.
‘That Churck is a saciety, founded by our Lotd, to
bind tagechor all Lis servant: in one sacred fellowship.
Ho naires it hig temple, bis spuuss, his body. The
only ontraneo ivw that svcicty is buptism. It has
its unworthy raeinbers, and they are 1nany , and yet,
the intentlon of Christ, that ail who look to him for
salvation should be its members, cven though tares
should be o> thick aniung the wheat, that it should
rather be aaid that the wheat are among the tares 5
the intendca of Cheist that every Christian sboul
bu baptize ;, and thus become a nuomber of his yisis
Lie Chuich, s aa cluac as any othet vna thing in the
Holy Seriptares.  The duties of such membership
aranot yourg. It ig a wery serious, a very awfol
thing 1o remain to the end without the fuld of the
Good Shopherd, when he has come to seck and sase
the lost ; to decling enlieting in the ormies of the
Caprain of our salvation, when ho has sum.
moned all to his holp against tho mighty; and. te
determine, under the full light of the Guspel, on
casting in your lot with tho heatheo. The Bride, ss.
well as tho Spirit, hasagid, ** Coms ;" aud you have
wot come.  You might have entered” at any bour,
Lui you have chesen to wait at a’ distance. Yomr
acver thought seriously of bazoming one of the com-
pany of Chrigtians. Those who belong to that com-
pany may well rememler with deep solicitudo thay
within their vutward fellowship there is still an
inward communion of the sints, whick csn not be
severed from the unfaithful portion of the Church
till the final harvest.  But yoa belong neither to the
iaward nur to the vatward communiou : you are not,
and you carq not Lo hie, nembers of the chureh $isie
blo or invisible. Shut out by your own willing act
and persevesing choice, fr.o: tho socicty of which
Christ is king. hera below, how can you enter that
in which ho reizus above ¥ It cannot be.

We nuw turn fiom thuse who Aave not, to those,
who Aave, rugorded the quostion whetber they ought
not {o reccive Laptism, as one of porsenal and solemn’
duty. Some obstacle bars their way. It may be a
particular view of tho nature of Laptism ; or a doubt,
whether they are prepared for its engagements ; or
amere habit of consenting to delay a ctep 6o decided ;
or all these cans;s may have been combined, to pro.
duce neglect 1ill now. .

Has anything in your view of the nature of bap-
tiam persuarled you that you ought not to heliove it
binding npon your own conscienco ?

Tho ordinance of Christian baptism originated, not
at all with tho wisgdorn of the Church, but simply
from the wisdom of vur Lord and Saviour. Hosgid
to the apustles, ** Go ye, thorefore, and tesch all
nations, laptizing them in the namo of the Father,
and of the Sonand of the Huly Ghost , teaching them
to olwenie ol dinge whatsverver I have commanded
sou.”  The ap.sties did a: tley were commanded.
They preached'the Gospel sergwhere, and they
baptized those by whom it wad received.  On tho
day of Pentecest, they that *“gladly received the
word of Peter were baptized,”” ro that the church of
Jerasalens at unce namlbrered more than three thou-
sand. When tho Gospel passed on to Samaris, they
who believed ** were haptized, both men and women. ™
When the Holy Ghut f1i on Cornclius and his
friends, those fruils of the Gentilcs, tho apostle
Peter at enco exclaimed, * Can any man forbid wa~
ter, that these shuulld rot be baptized §° When * tho
Lord opeued the hesst of Lydia, she was boplized,
and her hounsehold **  The converted jailer at Phile
iopi ** was baptired, he and all hisstraightway.” It
was tho practice, always .ad every where, of thoso




