(808)

to the most minute particulars. und mast, be known
and understood by cvery priest, and form a part of
his studics.

‘I'o understand and reverence the mument of con-
secration, her infants are trained on the mother’s
knee. ¢If you go to church you must knecldown
and bow your head, and strike your breast at the

nacle between itself and God. And tears gush from
the eyes of the believer, and he implores {0 be
placed ‘1o the hole of the Rock,’ and 10 be protect-
ed by the ¢ right hund’ which created him, while the
Lord passes by ; for he trembles, lest by his nearness
he should sec his glory and die.

But he feels the presence of his Saviour; and the

consecration,” cach mother makes the condition upon fight and warmth it sheds over his soul will be with

which her babe, peraps oftwo years old, accominl;:',”m throughout the day, enkindling the fervour of his
nics her to the house of Gad. = Why wmust ‘d](lcvmion, cherishing his faith, animating his hope
¢ Because Jesus com’c_s down from h«:.llvcn l]hcn,l.l]n |$“"d foeding his charity; guiding bis feclings, his
rests upon the altar,’1s the 5”"1’1‘}’ reply 1o be added yonahts, his words, his actions, to Gud.

to, and enlarzed upon, as the tender wtellect advan-| ) ‘

ces, in the weckly catechism, by the ¢ nursingi Aficr pronouncing the words of conseeration, the
father,’ the apponted Pastor of that afant; who/P'riest hneels to .u?fm,, and then clevates the sacrod
tukes up the mother’s sacred tale, and brings the!host for the adoraiian of the people. e does the
babe to comprehend by every methud ingenuity can S¥ne by the chalice. A bell s 1ung 1o anuounce
snawest, the reascn why Clirist comes down dlyithis o the - engregation 5 and the church bell is rung
up‘:):x,x the altar of his village church ; the nature of 1o anncunce 1t to the persons who arenot at church,
sin, and the necessity m‘lmn that Cunist died, ;gud:”;"‘_ U}f.V “’“%’ UHS'.W}-'Hh llgseqwltlhu')3 in zlulgru’uo:;
applies it to his own childish feelings and opening:© ,‘;‘0“. prezent Saviour. On Sundays and duys o
ideas ; and brings all ins intelligence to hear upon @bligation, itis the capress duty of these who me

3 > S, - : faeeye " e ite )
the moment when that saerifice @5 presented betore o ;cnz(i‘l beisg p)n.swl, 10 unite during tl:e whole
hini at the consceration i the 1y o8 5 and gudes hnn’,“‘ the alass with the congregation 5 on other days
to offer his ¢ best prayers at the cotsceration? and, PIVUS persons ,‘10 20 ‘Nf‘} devotion, as fur us ﬂw?f
puts words into his moutl to utter. aceording withrecupstions allowofit. The times of mass is always
; ’ N H .”:.- » ¢ » . . S M » 3 D AT

his disposition and habits. le hos heun tayght byl Uime ol devotional fee ing, less ormore. Petsony

the crucifix his first lesson on the sulivomgs of
Chirist, and to bend s tay Luce belure i, to ask £

. . i
pardon of lis faults.  Tiis 13 a lesson addiessed to

his senses ; but it prepures i for the neat, which
is addressed to his fuith,  Yhe same Jesus he has
secn hanging on the cross a blecding savnifice for
hun, and whose sacred wounds § uus Lissed and
wept over with the artless freling of a Laby's svinpa-
thy; that same Saviour his Pastor now tells .
sacrifices Himself again for himevery fime the dass
1s offered ; the Mass, he is told in longuage he can
understand, heing a continuatory sacnfice of that of
Calvary, and embodying in itself all its efheacy.
Think if you saw your dear Jesus dying ou the
cross for vau, should you not love Him above every
thing ; and shauld you rot be very serious, and join
Your pravers to his sufierings, and ask Him to par-
don your sing, and give you grace 10 sin no more ?
This is just what vou must think of at the consecra-
ton. For Josus just as really offers Himself 10 God
fram that altar, as he did from the cross on Mouant
Calvary? 1t is casy from this to go on to teach the
child to be devout and reverent at this holy moment.
and to v his altention to this glorivus centre.
whenea all Lis frare feelings and sources of action
are to spring.

Yos, the consecratian of the Mass is a glorious
centre 10 iheRomun Catholic, from the cradle to
the grave, towards which le tarns alike in sorrow
and in joy. A glewing briilinpt focus, . into which
every ray of the Vight ol the luve of God is collected,
till it Becomesd too brizht even for the eyes of faith
to behnld, and the soul bows down and sereens self
at that moment, and draws the curtain of the taber-

worlhing out in the ficlds, unite witly all the serious-
‘uess therr retired situation is so favourable to. It is
pleasant to walk out during the early masses of a
moining, on the way to some later Mass in another
village, at which we wish to be present. You sce
;an old woman kneeling ou the grass, watching hor
Ipicce of linen, laid out to whilen ; asyou pass, sho
lzreets you kindly—* You are going to Mass—I
must pray here this morning’-—or a little girl over.
takes you with her cheerful *Good day—I am
late tor the Mass, so I must begin as I go along;
but 1 shall be in time for the Gospel.’—Religion is
sc natural to a Catholic. Ile always speaks of his
religious duties as a something which is before
every thing else, and supposes every body thinks
the same ; and in the Mass he imagines he has the
sympathy of every Christian. He cannot imagine
what religion is without the Mass. My ncighbours
here have put all sorts of inquiries to me, trying to
understand what the religion of England is; it
seems to them to have neither meaning nor end;
just as the subjects and villagers of king David
could not havé comprehended a religion without
sacrifice.  As they had their sheep,-and oxon, and
durtle-doves, and cakes, and fipe flour, so we Havo
the reality of what these things were the symbols.
The first words whigh our church utters alter tho
most sacred moments of consecration, aye_a decla
ration to God that we arc ¢ calling. te mind the pas-
sion of tlic same Christ our Lord. Itisthe.sacri-
Gec of ffie new laly that we. are, offering, ad Cal-
vary is present with us. The, whole of the Mass

is the representation of a solemn tragedy, if weo




