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REPORT ON SABBATa SOHOOLS.
PRESENTED TO THE MÀAItTIME SYN0D

1W REV. MR. WM. P. AROIBALD, B. D.,
CON VENER.

The S. S. Coînmittee, of tho Maritime
Synod beg leaive to report as follows, for
1886. Returns have been received frorn
ten Preebyteries, aud frein une school iii
the PrôsbyiZry of Nfid., vik. ,St. Andrews,
St. Johns. These returzs give decided
evidences of iniprovement aud progrees
in S. S. work, tiaronghout tho humds of
our Synod. lu ex'er inatter upon which.
information lias been asked yeur Coni.
mitte are happy te be able to report a
niarked advance upion the previous ycar.
The returns are f uller and more satisfac.
tory than in any previeus year, affordirg,
ground for hope that soine future Con-
vener nay be able te report that, every
S. School ivithin the bounds has heent
heard. froni.

The flirt point to whiell the Coiinittue
cail the attention of the Synod, ie tho at-
tendance. 'The total estimnated

NVMBER OF SCHOOLS

wit hin the bounids cf our Syncd is 523.
There are 218 congregatione and isslion
stations, whYliehi gives an average or 2.4
schools to, eaoh con gregation. Reports
have been received froin 423 schools, leav-
ing 100 unroported. In :naay instances
the-se non-repoi ting sehuois are ini vacan-
cies and i-ision Mtations; but two or threh
]arge congrogatione, situateàX iu flouiriahingt
towns, hai'e helped te, swell the nuinber,
When we compare these statietics w~ith
those cf the previotus year, we obtain
sotne jather astonishing, results. The
total. eetinaated nuniber cf echeols lest year
,%vas 463, se that 60 sehools have either
been discovered or newly organizcd dur-

igthe past year. To this increase the
?reibytery, cf P. B. -1 atone contributes
38; the Presbytery of St- John 18. .

THE TOTAL ENROLMENT

in the schools reporting is 24,523, witli an
average attendance of 17,683. Adding
2500 for the 100 schools that have sent in
no reports, we have a grand total of about
27,000 under instruction iii our soels.
These figures speak volumes as to, the
magnitude and importance cf our S. S.
work. This little arMy of S. S. scholars
are the hope cf our church. Fromn themn
the ranka cf the uîinistry end the eldershap

are to, be recruited. 13y thoin the church's
work and warfare is to bc carried on inà
the neur future. Lot those who are
charged withi the traininig of this youthful
host, seok fur the nid and guidanceocf the
Divine Spirit, that they naay onlist theni
in greater uumbers uuxder the banners cf
the Great Captain cf our salx'ation.

XVe are convinced that the ranke of our
S.~arivy %vould be largely increased if

allW woro enlWsed iii thohl whe oecght tu e '.
The nuambur cif families, roputed to hast
Assenbly as under the juriediction of the
Maritime Sy'uod %vas 21,439. An averagt*
of two S. S. solars for ecc faanily is
ccv tainly not beyond the mark. Thtis
average yiolds nenrly 43,000 as the ntim-
ber that should be ft kund in our S. s~chools.
WhVlere are tho 14,000 tnissing unes duriug
S. S. heurs? Are they being instructed
sand trainod in any c)ther place, or by amy
other niethod ? We feoar thcy are nut.
Rere, then, is a loud cail to mi11isterS,
eiders and ail S. S. wvorkers, to redouble
their dilignc aud seek earuxostly te grathuor
in theso carelcess cnes.

The total reportod
AVERAGE ATTENDANCE

je 17,683, or about 7-9 par cent, cf thity
total enrolinent. iraro Presbytory re-
porte the highos average attondance, vuz. >
8,- per cent.; Victoria and Richmjond next
ivith.79 per cent.; P. E. I. next with, '4
per cent.

.The total nuntber cf
6ÔFICERS ANI) THACEER.3

reported le 2,915, as againet 2,371 lasù-
yoar. Making allowance for Superinten-
dents, Librarians, Treaisurers, 4ç'c., wt*.
have an average cf abojut 1 teacher to iL)
echolars. Accurdingn to the last statistic.alt
report there are 31,604 comm»Dunicants in,
the Maritime Synod; se, that th ere le about.
ene toxath cf our churcli nienibership) en-
gag-ed in S. S. work. As a large nuinber
of the oficers and teachers are eiders of
the church, we think it is safe to say tahere
is a good deai of ninenîpoyed talent ainonge
our church meunbers that niight be utilize(E
in enlarging and building ulp our S. S-
wotk,.

Tlae S. S. teacher's vocation is a mest
honorable and respunsible one. It is -t
matter of profound satisfaction to kno.Iv
that t'hose whô are engaged ini tItis -%vrk,
t) roughout ouir bounidseare inigeneral S(>
worthy cf their high ealling. Great.r

,1k~ny and mure, &esLLa~un U-,uia


