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burg, the burning question wos the
uze of instrumental music in churches.
Hot was the debate, strong the feeling,
The decision reached, virtually gives lib-
erty to Seasions to do as they please in
the matter, so that the prohibition of
organs is no longer in force. One impor-
tant question before the English Presby-
terian Synod was the revision of the
Standards, There was no evidence of
want of loyalty to the Confession of Faith
on the part of the Synod as a whole, but
to satisfy the minority the very safe step
was token of appointing o Committee to
considor and report.

Tha Aesembly of the Established
Church of Scotland, and the Synod of
the U. P. Church, had neither of them
eny ono question of gren$ preeminence,
and Were therefore better able to do their
duty in attonding tc the whole work of
the House of the Lord. 1ln the Free
Church Assembly the great struggle was
the organ question. Dr. Begg presented
o patition against it with 78,000 signa-
tares. .After o long debate Dr. Rainy’s
mation granting liberty to sessions in the
matter was sdopted by a majority of 131
in a vote of.over 640.

The Presbyterian Church of Ireland
wesoxercised in like manner. For about
® dozen years the contest has been hot on
the organ question, and this year after a
long.and strong debate, the motion grant-
itg hberty to seasions to use instrumental
zutio in churches of,  that body was adopt-
¢d by & majority of eleven in avote of
cvor #ix hundred. A large majority of
tie ministers voted for the change and a
Isrgo-majority of the elders granted it.
Thus in three large churches, the Free
Churck of Scotland, the Presbyterian
Church in Irelond wnd the U. P, Church
tzr the United States has the loug strug
glo of opinion been virtuslly settled and

tize Church left free to concsntrate &Il
Eér energies toward the advanceiucat of -
. the-cayse of Christ.

‘The motions that have carried in 2ll
thesa boilics ave probably the bestones,
It is right that there should be liberty;

but at tho same timoe there is no doubt
that tho Spirit which zeeks its gratifica-
tion in public worship in instrumental
musio is not an implentation of the Spirit
of God,

More and more prominence is boing
givenin oll the churches to the great
work of Missions, Home and Forcign and
the work for which the Church oxists,
preaching the Gespel to every creaturo is
being more earnestly-and faithfully done *
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1T IIEIIORIAX OF REV. JOHN
GEDOIE.

SUGGESTED BY READING ‘‘MISSIONARY
LIFE AMONG TRE SAvmzv " Y Rxv. Dr.
PATTERSON.

*“Theze are deeds that never to oblivion
shall give room

‘When in flame earth’s records pemh at
the thunder peal of doom;"

And of these, thro h endlesn ages, mar-
ried to immortal fame,

Some ave linked forever, Sainted Geddie, |
with thy name!

O ! thy faith has taught 2 lessonto the
souls that dwell at eass,

And we cease to look and marvel at thy
saved Aneiteumese,

For the weapons of thy warfars, which
such viotories achieved,

Were all fashioned by the Master in
whose might thy eoul believed,

Ah? ye pastors that are slecping, - Doug-
%:ttemon, and Kier, . €

To your ripe and hallow’d wisdom was
that youthful impulse olear,

For he felt the same voice called him to
$hat wiid and savage shore,

That arrested Saul of Tarsus, and to.Sam-
uel spake of yore!

Not from man, or mortal purpose, rose
* his father's early prayer

.| That his life to dying heathen should &

Saviour’s love declare,

Bus at God’s decreo the fist had already
icsned forth

That the light on Southern izlands should
be kindled from the North;

That ﬁe!om that wasted infant, when to
Christian manbood gprung

Should Pacific’s hoary 1dola to tho moles
#nd bats be flurg,



