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PRACTICAL ROAD BUILD-
ING.

The question of good roads and how
to obtain them {s attracting more and
more attention each year as public
opinion becomes more enllghtened,
and thelr practical utility more fully
appreciated. In the west the matter
is a n6st important one as owing to-

the heavy nature of the scll and the-

Natness of the country bad -roads are
exceedingly hard to wmanage with,
This matter is recelving a good deal
of attention in the Northwestern
States as well as in Western Canadea
and owing to the similarity of phys-
ical conditions the experience of those
states in road-building should be
most useful in Manitoba, althoigh 50
far thelr experience is about as um!t-
ed as our own. The State of Minne-
sota s contemplating a rather radical
move at present which might be
watched with interest here. It is pro-
posed that at the forthcoming sesslon
of the state legislature a bill shall be
passed authorizing the employment
of convict labor from the state peni-
tentiary in.  construcung roads,
pridges and drains throughout the
state. ‘The bill also proposes to uti-
Jize prisoners under sentence in the
county jails for this work. The labor
unfons of the state have been asked
to pronounce upon the scheme and
have done g0 i{n its favor
S0 that the only possible
source of objection  has thus
been found favorable. It is believed
that in no other way cen the convict
labor be usad to better advantage In
the gervice of the community at large.
Whether the scheme will prove as
gatistactory as Its advocates belleve
remains to be seen, but it certainly
possesses & number of good features.
It may be found that the question of
distance and safe-Keeping. of the pris-
oners is & varrier in the way of its

complete success; The main point for
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us is that it may develop at least a
partial solution of the. labor pmblem
n connection with the constr‘..ctlon of
roads.

As o matter of fact the whole ques-
tion of good roads In rural districts
hinges upon that of labor. How to
get the work done ‘without too great
a cost Is what municipal councils
want to know. Kltherto the statute
1labor plan has been largely in vogue.
This is now, however, in most places
no longer popular and the counclls
are obliged to hire labor. In Ontarlo
the statute jabor plan has been devel-
oped to its highest possible degree of
usefulness and last year something
Hke 11,000,000 days of labor were put
in on the roads by men and teams
with results which were, according to
the provincial road commissioner, far
from satistactory; in. fact, he seems
to think that the greater part of this.
labor was lost mostly owing to care-
lessness and poor supervision.

One rural municipality in Ontario,
the townshlp of Trafalgar, furnishes a
concréte example of what may be
done by thorough supervlslon ot.road
making. There the reeve has happily
been a man who had this matter very
much at heart and he has glven a
great deol of attention to the work,
with the result that the Tra.ta.lgar
township road and bridges are known
all over Ontario for their excellence
and durability, all of which has.been
done with surprisingly little expense,
This result has been acoompllshed by
having & broad and comprehensive
plan and faithfully following i, It

'Tm.!algar township can, do- th&s 80 can

others, not only in :Ontario but In
Manitoba or anywhere. It may be
added that statute -labor is uged in

that township under proper direction.

Another instance of good road mak-
{ng and its resuits is’ that.of 8 town-
ship in the State of Iowa. swhere there
1s 2 town of 500 {nhabitants. The
neighboring towns jn the o.ner town-
ships are very much larger and more
infuential and in fine weather when.
the roads are good these larger towns
draw most of the trade which should
feed the little one but when wet
weather comes the latter has things
all its own way owing to the excell-
ence of the roads leading to it, whlch
is due to the fact that one man ia
responslble for 2ll the rogd-making in
that particulad township and not &
number of irresponsible and indiffer-
ent pathmasters.

These are :instances showing that
good roads are possible where earnest
effort i{s made to secure them and
where. somebody 1s ‘made’ responsihle

for the whole scheme ot roads in- the.,

district. The labor quest!on is, as has
been sald, the- most difficult ‘of solu-
tion, but ‘even this can be overcome
n time and. even,!t statute. labor has

to ve depended upon enurely it can,.

under proper supervision, be made to
do much better service than {n the
past. If the experlment of, Minnesota
.should prove satistactory perhaps &

‘to much additional
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plan for the utilizatlon of convict
labor in this work in Manitoba may
be evolved -in the near future.
WINNIPEG WATERWORKS.
An unfortunate state of affatrs has
arlsen In conne:tlon with the new
Winnipcg waterworks pumping and
machinery plant. It appears that the
volume of water rising in the artesian
well which i8 to be the source of sup-
ply is sc large that there has been. L
great deal of overflow and soa.kase
about the foundations of the buftd-
ings and of the large brick ch!mney.
which has been erected outslde of the
boller room, in consequence of which
these are setuing to a dangerouax ex-
tent. The city engineer attributes
the settlement to quicksand, which
has been disturbed by the soakage.
The result of this untortunate condl-

‘tion §s that the.operation of the pla.nt

is indefinitely delayed, the city is put
expense and- -
great deal of hard feellng has beew
engendered among the councmors
and officials concerned. It 13 a8 plty

:that misfortunes of this kind cannot

occur in. connection with any public
service wlthout giving rise to all sorts
ot bad feeling, harsh and . often un-
just criticlsm and demarids for the
dismissal of the unlucky persons who
are difectly responsible, How much’
better it would-be-to meet-the sltua-‘
t!on ‘in a calm .and reasonable.man= -
neér, everyone in authority lending
themselves -rather--to ‘findlng a solu-:
tlon of the d.\ﬂiculty tha.n a weak apot
in somebody elses record in conneé-
tiory wlth the job. The trouble at the
Wh}nipe; waterworks mlght have- .
arisen in any clty and: under the most’
expert supervision,, .80 that there is
nothing to te gained by wlshlng that
further -advice Lad-been ‘taken before
the - project was underta.ken. In any
casé. 'the. immediate. business of the
council is to concentrate its efforts on
fmdlng a remedy for the difficulty,
lea.vlng the Dplacing of the blame for
a caJmer period

i
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CHABMBER OF MINES AGAIN.

Further criticisms of the -Central
Canada Chamber of Mines whose head
office is in this city, are appearlr{g
1 lezdlog Snglish paperg. A charac-
terlstlc speclmen of- these, copled from
The Canadjan Gazette of August 2,
appears elsewhere in this issue and a
perusal of the nrucle wiil ahow the
line upon -which: éxcéption has been
taken to the chamber's proceedings.
No reasonable person. can object t.
the genera.l tone ot the Gazettes ar-
ticle nor to the modest. requats which

perts shall accompany the glowing ar-
ticles in which the management of
the chamber describe these central
Ca .adlan minee. In the mlnlng busi- .
ness pethaps more than any- other. ex~.,
pert advice is esgential before any
safe ba.sls of flotation can be reached.
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