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THE ELGUT ROUR M4OMENT.
Tite great strike inauguratod by VIe

Kniglits of Labor, %vlieli took place in
May last, witli the object of securing a
reductiot in the liours of labor, lias at
last beon admnitted an alitiost complote
failure. Indced, so far as accomplisiig
te desired end, the result of the stike

tniay> in soin(- of its aspects, bc regarded
as wvorse than a failuro. That thc strike
'vas brougltt on lttrrit±dly and wititout due
proparation- is new admitted by ail titose
interested iii tîte success of te inove-
mient. Had te Kuiglits tak-en te adi-
vice of their gonerai niaster, ïMv. Pow-

deriy, and mnore tiîorougiîly perfectod
their organization before ontoring upon
the struggYlo, lu thte ineantiîne using thoir
efforts to oducate public opinion up te
thoeir view of the labor probleni, titeir
utovemient itigît, net have met Nvith sueh
rapid decline aîîd ultiniate uttor coliapse.

But even under the iiost favorable
circunistancos, ir, is not at al] probable tat
se radical a chiange as tiiet demanded by
the Kiiighits of Labor couid have been
socurod. Kucigoff twe hours frôla
thte standard day's wvork of ton hours,
wiViout aliewing sortie reduction lu te
ursual pay for VIe toit hours, tvas demantd-
ing raVIe.' tee niuch at a tume. It could
lhardly have been expocted tîtat, capital
ivould graut Vo, labor sucli a sweopig
concepsiotî, Nvitlout a hardly-fought and
proionged contest. If the Kni 'lts liad
listeined te tIe more cautious among their
membership, and asked flrst for ton heurs'
pay for nine hiours' wvork, tite attaittuxont,
of titis mught have paved te -%vay for a
furtîter reduetion of the recogaized day's
work te eiglit liours' But mow that the
strike for tIe eiglht ]tours' systeni lias
provcd a failre, it wvill prevent, for sotxe,
time et ieast, a hopefuil offert te obtain
less oxacting concessions. The uniii-
mou s agreemoult of the s1triking, operators
in te Chicago packirtg lieuses, te retura
te Vhe te.n hiou ri' gysteni, after several
izionths' trial of the eigîit heurs' plan, lias
practicàlly. Vrminatod.for the present tIe
inovemont, te obtain a roduction in the
heurs of labor. ThoeoChicago oporators
tvere amnongI te few who. were successfül
ln the great striko of.iast .spring, the em-
ployers having egr'eed te allonr themn ton
îleurs' pay for- eighit .hours' %York. The
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last iiioveitieipt, to'vever, 'vas cominenced
by th o onîployers, wvlo refusod te a1diioro
Vo te a greenient longer, aîîd they have
been cîîtireiy successfui, aîter a few days,
lockout, lu enforciing a retu ru to te .oli
toit heurs' systoni. It is likecly that etiter
eniployers wvho grtiîtd cètîcessions et te

inîto of te goîl ral strike, wvi1I foliow te
exihuipie of te laVe succcssfui niovetîxent
iii Cihicago, aîîd iii a short tinte it is pro.
hable that te fetv motn still holding any
points giiied xvill bo forccd te abandotn
theti.

At tIc convention of te, Kuiglits of
Labor, in session et Richmîond lest wveek,
Goneral Master Powvderly*attributod the
failure of VIe strike te Vie iack of soute
defittite plan by wvii te short ]teurs'
systeni couid bo inauguraed. Evonti Ve
discussion of te question previeus te te
strike, injured business te sueli an oxtent
that nriany mon -were Vhrown eut of eim-
pleyineit and otlters but on liaif t1ime,
greatly te, the detriment of te move-
nient. Mr. Powdérly socs ciearly teat
te ciglît heurs' systoîn cati enlybe brouglit

about graduelly and in suli 'à nianuer
tîtat iinjury wvill net be inflieted upon
oiVhîer capital or labor. Titis is undoubt-
edly Vhe eue point et issue.; buti is . aise
a question te solution of wvhicii is alinost
boyond rtasonable, hope of success. IV
itu'plies on te one liand tiiet labor mnust
ho paid full prescrnt wvages for fewver heurs
of vork ; for -wouldl noV labor consider 'it
an injustice Vo, have te iteuin of tvork
forcibly reduccd and Vte pay lessened
ini rroportion tand wvould net te rbajor-
ity of workmeîî prefer te labor te full
ton heurs lu preference te liaviîîg titeir

pay reduced 1 Ou te other hand ontpioy-
ers wvould bc compeiledte, rùn teir estab-
lisliients as at present, seli titeir geods et
te saine price, comupote viti thVe mianu-

factures of clîeap labor in other countries,
pay the sanie wages foi' oue-tiftIt less work,
and niake te sanie profits tliat tîtoy wvere
form «erly deing under the ton houvs' sys-
tom. If ail this ceuid ho aceonipiisied,
îtndoubtedly the short heurs systotu -would
ho wvelcomied by. enmpioyers.as wvelI as eux-
ployed. But unatil these, antagouistie
principles eau ho reconciied, there cen bc
little hope of a successful i.isue -for te
short heurs' system, and its enifordcement
under ethor conditions couild net but
proveç ait injury te coiinimerce,,Wliiclà -would
rebounci upon te lîeads of those upliolding,
the u-novemnisir. XVitiiout, therefore, dis-
cussing. the monits or domerits of short
heurs edf labor ýversus ~î o hor~ss

tom, it mnust be apparent that soino timie
must elapse, and present conditions murst
bo very tnatc.riaily clîaugcd-, beforo a gen-
oral moveniout in the direction of a
înarked reduction of the hours o' labor
eau provo at ail successfui.

CONSUL TAYLOR'S REPORT.
Tite amna report of 'United States

Consul Taylorj*ately publiihd, is a very
intcresting document, and one -worthy of
more Vlan passing notice, coîning as it
docs frein one wvho wouid bo most likeiy
to take an unpejudiced anq impartial
view of the situation. The WVinnipeg
district, ovor whicli Consul Taylor lias
charge, includes the wvhoe ýrtretch of
country extendiîîg frein Port Arthur to
the British Columbia boundary, and front
the international boundary nortliwoest to
the unexpiored regions.

Withi the geogîVaphy, history and re-
sources of tItis vast reffion there arc per.
haps fewv people in te country botter
acquainted aud possesiing a groater fund
of ready information than Consul Taylor.
Any statemients ceniingy fromn hinm may
therefore ine cotnsidered autheu'ric. The
report deals %vith features regarding Vhis
wvhole region, and conVains a 'very, coin.
plete statistical roview ,of trade for the
year 1885, with special referénce Vo lie
in ter-trade relations bettweein the Cana-
dian Northwost and the UJnited States.

Although tose acquainted' with Vite
commercial situation hiere wvi11 bo familiar
'witlî the figures giv'en. in the report, yet
a brief reference te soine of theni nay
noV bo unapprepriate. The importations
of goods et tîte various ports of entry ini
the Witnipeg district, from foreigul couti-
trios for Vhe year ending 'Jupe 3Oth, are
givon as foliows :

Dutiabie. Froc. Total.
,Winnipeg .... 81,956,Ô19 $311,659 $2,268,278
Enterson ....... 2i84,284 169,801 4G4,us
Port Arthur ... 522,542 416,009 939,451

Total .. ...%-63,445 898,36.9 3,661,814
In reg-nrd.to tho.trade with-the Unîited

States the foflowinig co-niparislin n
made:
Imports front tie Unitcd States.... '$2,606,446

Creat Britain . 979,490
44 Other Countries ... 75,87S

The Consul ieferrà to. the subjeet ûî
duties*asýfollowvs :

"Tite réeenue to thc Cânadian trcasury from
thte foiregoin.g dutiable,,.inportat'ion wvas $680,'
15l, or about 25 p-eý ccit ThP dluties of 35
per cent upon agricultural iiupiments, caiinol
incats, and fruits, andoî,ther àirticles ýinditîpcn
sable in new Settlcenents yet cotinue,--witlt veiy

* crsig influence upon ii unigration."


