
THE1 COMMFRCiAL

BOARD 0F TRADE.
ANNUAL MEE TING.

uROR OF & 1tu5I YEAieS WoUI<.
Thu annuri general nmeeting of te Boardl o

Trade %vas hecid on Tucsday, tite 26àh Jsntiary
in te board ruomn, when tera w'as prob:-bij
the iargcat attendance over acen at any of th,
board mectings.

preaident Kýelnth blacKenzic occupied tir
chair, and opetied the meeting by calliig or
tiîo secretary to rend innt tes of laaL meeting,

f wbicli were rend and approvcd.
Sortio dis2uscion took placo on tho exemption

laWv, and very strong expressions of dia&pprova
iwerc iliedo by eeveral of the spealiera. 'M essra,
Gait, Ashdowr, Luxton, WViilia, Jones and
others teck part in te disseusien, and a sroul;
deternîltiation wat; manifebted iii faver of
swccping amendmneuts Le the samne.

The question Qf discriîniinating rates on Lte
C.P R. watt aise brought up, aud very decided
expressions lapon the aubject nrado by Mel(ssrs.
WNhitla, Ailidowtt, Galt, Jones aîîd othero.

Mtr. Alitdoivn Pisc introdueed the qluestion of
sotting with fitnnigtunts the vacant lanîds in
the old part of te prevne, and especialiy
around WVinnipeg.

Etrcittually iL wvas ngrccd thât theso matters
ha ieft for discussion at an adjourned meeting
te hc held next -%veek.

Tint president callcd upoa the secretairy Lo
rend his cuntral report of te Board's ivork,
whc watt read nnd, with oue tir twe trifling
changes in te wording, unaninitniy adopted.
The report wvas as follows :

SIcCRETABY'S REPORT~ FOt 1885.
To the President and niembers cf tire WVinni-

peg Bloard of Trade.
Your counceil bel; to subinit this the seventh

animal report of the Wiuttipeg Board cf Trade.
The duties and laboiz cf yotir board coin-

menced lat year, wheu thero wero t-vident
signe, that flic cioad of depression, whicir iiad
for two ycars bang over titis city aud Provinice,
was iikely socs te clear zwsy, and a period cf
prosperitybe entered ilpio, and altiîough the
work cf commercial recovery has ]rail its inter-
ruptions, it in pleasirg tu knowv iL lias macle
considerable progresaw.

About the firat act cf toe past ycar wvas tire
publication cf the board'a i-sport for the foi-mer
year, togetiier with a atatistical report of tire
ci.'y's trade affaira for tho saute year, which was
iaaued iu pamphlet forin, aud distributed liber-
ally aud widaiy over titis continent sud Eur-
ope.

Yoor board dee-ncd it advisahie early in rte
year te co-operato witia the boards cf Moutreai
and Toronto, it pressing once Muoro upon flic
Dominion Govornineut te ncccssity of te
passing cf soute act whiich îvot'd compel tise
equv.l distribution cf inolvcnt estates. WVîti
this suin a peâition wvas circuiatcd and signed by
tire ieading business men cf titis City, and for-
wrarded for pi esenta,,ion, along, witii sinifa-
documents from otiier boards in Ea.stet-ni
Callada.

Judging tbat there was littla or ne itopeocf
securittg Pthe passing cf suob rii act ditring the

past settsion of tae Domnion I>arlinennt, your
board aise petitiotied te Manitoba Govern.
tuent in favor of te pansing cf an set siîrilar
te the "C;reditors Relief Act" cf Ontario, îvhiciî
woîîJd itt a iiîeatt,.c tako tito plnceocf mtore
comipr-eeusivo insolveîîcy legislation, stcit as

f would hu cxpi-cted frein Ottawa.
As yoen are ail aware, nie l-gislation oià inzo'.

vuecy wus undtrtétheit last session, sud your
I'oard's represcittatiorns te the Local Goverti-
tent, wiulo titcy elicitecl liberal, promises front

0 Attornecy (itneral Hlamilton, lIr-ntiglit ro legis-
lative relief.

Atîutser .- atter brotîglt promiinently haosii
ynuc board sud wiiciî r'îceivcd attention, ivas

cthsaquestion cf irnmig.-ation fur te province.
1 utît boaral ..ppointcd a cemrnittea, wlte in

cotispany witlt anotiter coînîittc of tho City
Couttcil prcssed te matter tîpon te Local
Uuverttmntu, siîowiig lion t immnigration te
Litis counîtry frot all parts hias for ycarn been
cariiâd 'vestward imîto te Territorica, te truch
less desiraiie boules tIrit eutid bc found witit-
in 'Mlanitoba. ie orgaîtiiatieuol i te Govern-
utc-mît imînijrtdioîî Bureau veras undertaketî,
8honinig tat te G-overutrnt liad atleasetsone
destî-e Lu atsxonîpiisit wlial %vas presseid upon
thituî by te conînittecocf yot board snd
otite.

A piece cf very tnju:,t atîd utiscitiovous logis-
laticît cnacted durittg the lsst sezision of Lte
Local Legislature, ansd knteiv a~ te admninia-
tration cf Justice Act, met witlt tho prompt
ac-d detcriuined opposition of yen: board
Said Act cotttained exemption provisionq, wvlici
%vcrc cf ant inwarrautu hIe nature iu tliemselves,
and wert te aî-raîîged ns te appiy te debVs con-
ttacted before Lte passiug cf te tîeasîre,
sliouî ing evidetttly tîtat as a whlte te Act was
a tîattc. c<î-cfuliy sýtudied ini te interests cf
tue <lisionest, auci for the hijury aud ]ose of Ltha
industricus, and iîîterfered seriously ivithi Lte
tracle ariangetuents cf te Province. Your
board nt cousidcrable expeune and mtunit trouble
opposeil the tucasître, sud forwarded te tha
Msinister of Justice at Ottawa a petitien calitg
for iLs disallowaiîce, sigued by Lhre thousaîîd
tlîrc itutdrcd and fcrty (3,340) citi zone cf the
Provnce, îviih was presen'.ed lty your presi-
(lent, accounpauied isy ene ef te Most infillen-
tial deputatiotis titat could wait upon te hion-
orable gentlemn. Your board regret to state
iiowever, tîtat wiie the hîonor-able ministor snd
te rig'tt honorable Lite premier cf the Doînin.

iont adittd the injuisticeocf iînd condemued
te aet conîplaisied cf, ne disallewancî of te

mnensure could lie secut'ed at Ottawa.
Yoîîr board are pleased te statu that te long-

delayed appointinent cf Capt. Clark as giaià
inspecte- foc titis province ivas muade in Lime
foi- Lite openitng cf te presenit graini sessoît, and
titat a systetît cf g.ain inspection hcrc lias al-
î-cady dotte îuuuch te bring tat trado into
thoreugit erôanization.

In cottîcetien î%vith this saine triatter your
board ef gr-ain ejuaninet m, Lhrcugiî youi secre-
tary, hava becru iii frequcn.cotr'munication with
the dep4rtient of lutand Revenue, rcgarding

tint~~ tnduntu te ie Inspection Act passcdl
at iteis-t ssso f the Dotinina Parliament,

snd in -ne sutall menisure are ire indcbtcd tu
teir effrts for an amenCcdl inspection act.

witici wviile iL itîuy hiave soiîr dlefece, la fratîîed
se as Le guard %% eli te in tercsts of hotu grain
dealers end groîvera ii tae nortitwest.

At te request cf it lcading bide dealersand
buitchera cf the City your boat-i teck atepa for
Lthe appoitnaeut cf a itide sud !eatiîer instpecter
for titis City. A board of exatminer-a irere ap-
poiutcd, and candidates for te position ex-
antineci, iesuitiig it Lte ulsaninîoîs belection cf
Mir. W. J. Bird, a soluctioni wivîti yourboard
ratified, sud %viehî your seccîetory ils piaced
hefore Ltoe Departtnett of Inlaud Revenue mît
Ottawa ln iegular fortu. As yet blr. Birdsa ap-
pointLisent lias net taken place, but te delay
lias not. yet been greater tar is gecraliy ex-
petieucl it coîtetion with sncbi appeintineutz.

Durbig te puit stiuler aud fali several pro.
itient individuais freon Ottawa htave visiteil
titis City, sud yoîîr board have net hcun slow te
impress iittetts i-a thte itîteresta cf Manitoba
traite ipoit sucli. A petition «skiîtg for the dis.
centinuance cf te railway disallowsîtce policy
of te Domiinion Goverument, iwli i as been
suici a burdet oi te trade cf Lte I'rvince,wan
preaeutcd( %vitt te signatures cf Lite boat men
cf titis city attaeiîcd, to te Honorabie Lte
Minister cf te lIterior dîtriîg lus baLe visit,
and elicited fi-oiy, iiin ait expression cf Lthe hopet
sud belief tat te poiicy cf Lte Goverrment
wcnîd scout ceie te cali for te inainteutanco cf
titis railwîty restrictioni.

A depiUttioît fi-ocm yoîir board aise %vaitedl
cîpen Lte saine genttlemuan aad te hionorable the
Ilitîster cf Militis, te press ripon hoth tira ne-
ccssity for carly aottloent of claints for lasses
sustsiited by meniin t-ada during-the Jate ru-
beblion, and for gouda supplied aud services
rendered by Lhe sanie chias duriug ira sî-pp-ea-
.3io.t. BoLh geutletîent pret-nised tit ne un-
neccusary delay in auch settlemntets slîonld
cciii.

Your board htave iteard freint tinte te ti,.e Lte
compiainta of the businiess lien cf titis ciLy re-
gardiug uuuncessari'y- li rates cf insurance,
aud have bl s coituitttteceat work iii cotiju-c
tien ivitit tue City coîtîteil Le acore a reduction
cf tbose rates frotta te compatties dcing huai-
iea hucre. Thoti- efforts liave in sarie mensure

becît sccottded by the local B3oard cf Under-
irritera, and there is a pt-obabilicy tluat more or-
les-i cf c. rieductietî wiii sour bc made. Yaar
comu-i'tce, itowevcr, deetu iL ise4 that titis
maLter sai, Id bie persistentby pressed.

Compiaints fron the importera cf titis ciLy
against Lite uncivil sud srhit-a-y couduct cf te
iteads of the Cust.otus DeparLmeut teta bail ho-
cerne se nunteou ct iat a short tinte agit -..oui
board wve.e cotnpeill'd to meuxorialize the kon.
te Juiîîister cf Cuiatoms fo- tie rcnov-i 1 cf Lte

colicter sud sui-veyor st this port. A commit-
tee appoiutedl Le look inte Luis maLter reportedl
nîost unfaïoratly mith regai-d te bath cf these
oicers, antd furîtisied î-olutiuous cirrespiond-
ence of te Mtost ceuviueiug chaiatter lu sup-
port cf theis- repaît. Y',ur board, tabefere,
reltictautly fo-%wa-deti tiac sarno, wittî a iequest
for te reinoval '-f tîtese officers, Lu te laiuis-
ter of te Dep.. ilcut.

By the tcrind cf a recent order of the Gover-
ner-Genersl-iu-Cou ici], the inspection and
aLier arrangemencuts counetted with Lte grain
haudling of Manitoba are practically entm-usted


