
2 THlE CRITIC.

it stis ltat Spain la experiencing n literary revival. Ruila Ogden in
the Couwjlolitait fur jolie ives a niuttîber ofii nit of %vriters (if untistial
nierit in tîteir respective departineuts, whose faille has alrc.rdy grovi lu bce
co*extenBive ivith licn Spanisît language, aud iî beginîuing lu* overicaîl lIn
batrier8 ai forcigul tangues.

Au ititercsting explintent in the interests ai lthe public heilîh 1; uotW
being tried in Carlisle, Scotland. h idea la ta utilizc. iactory cliittîî.(ys
as sever veutilators, and twtfl(3-nine lire siowv being miseil for îlîis purpîose.
The velociy (if the niigair lias been ii 3.ti and found tu bc 1,291
feet pet iiiiinule. 'l'lie awtîers of te factonies iake lit) OIj.ctioil tu Itle
use of tht chiîîîneys iîî titis %vay, and the lractice meenîs tu tiut wiil
geoner.al approva.

A schemne i ta bie laid belote the United States Congress for tie
establishiug ai ait oceail patrol. The propositioni is ta divide the stailer
routes it cight squares, cacit îatrolled continually by a ve:ssel1, wlîîcl
tvculd forai a perpetual tloating station, ready Ia tender assitettce in case
of, disaster. 1 Old wvar slîîps ntîght bce utiliaed, aud îvulld bie admirable
training slîips for ailers and mien. Englattd and lte United S'ates could
contnibute tivo vessels aj)icce, l:aly.. France, Germany and Sweden coin-
pletiî.g tht nuniber. In vievw af tic niany disastera ta ocean greyhounds
recently thi.9 scheine aplicars very commendable.

Thse religion ai fluddha is said ta bie inni ug many adhcronts in
Europe, cspectally in Paris. MN'any peuple flock ta licar the lectures ai Lton
de Rtosny, ivio teaches ]Iuddliîs-nol, indeed, religious, but scientific
J3uddhism, yct thc public bas transformed the science into a religion, and
treats tice lectures as sermons that must bc hecard in a devout spirit. Thi-
lecturer states that promineut 1îcrsons cati ou flim every day and proiess ta
bc convertcd Io 11 uddlsism, and that the nutilber ai ]3uddlîists in Paris alaise
is said ta bc 30,000. Leon de Rasny States ltai te purpose ai his lectures

-is a purel>' scitnific one, but tlit his hecarers ivill not lie content with
simple instruction, they desire ta perxetr.àto the secrets af the Indian reli-
gion, liecauce they hope ta fird there something stîpernatutal. Like tha
Athenians of oId, tlîcy are too supei-3titioui, and ta tell or ta héat saine now
thiDg stems la be the chief abject o! file.

Iu canncction witb tînt question ai crininal tcspoiîsibility is the serions
anc of making criminals of thosa %lîo are sent ta jail for slighî afférnces by
the contamination reccived firm hardened criminals. Here in Halifax we
have aur it.ùustrial scbool, an institution whose value can scarcely be esti-
xnaid vriten wc consider titat il certainiy prevents many buys from going ta
the bad, and makesgoad c:tizt±ns of tlemn. All tht wiSest couniries arc
nom sifîing the dattîaged irheat from the citaf-the malt, youth or child
just ciegirmning a course (.if crime, front tht habituai1 Crinmn2l. Another
thing needed is ta eradicate the morbid state af the public miud, %vhich is
cager for dtails, haunts places whcre crime litas been cainmitted, tvriîes
leiters synipzîtising --vith inurderers antd sends flomers ta hardened criminals.
The best wray ta efl'ect tbis reforin is la stop the riupply of barrots and give
insîead a wholesorue mental diet ti the public.

Emperor NYilliam of Germanyvwants ta have ahand in everythin- liat is
gaing an. Ile is na'x going ta summon a conference ai Echolars ta Berlin ln
order tu revire aud fix a uniforin orthography fot the Germait language, a
reforni muct needed. The present confusion in G.-rman spelling is duc in
part ta reforis introduced ln tl-. Prussian schools ten years ago. This
ripelling, which lias sill ta bc lcarncd by ali Prussians vho study ai univer-
sities and enter tht Imperial service, was, ueveithelcsu, actually forliidden
ta te used in tai service by an order oi Prince Bismarcks, Iwlsich is sîjili
in force. Miany states in Getmrany blis special orthographies afi their awn,
sa that things are preîîy well mixed up. Those who> -remnbe- Mark
Tivain's amnsing sketch ai the Gernian fisli %vile who was ai the masculine
genrdcr and Ilte tom cat îvha %vas Ilsite," witl Ibink ltai other bee;dea speil-
in- refornis w,3uld aid in siînpliiying tht Germen latiguage. The Emperor
is on the right track, lîowevet, and if hie succeeds iu rcformîing the spclling
probably ailier reiorms ili follow. Delegates fain Austria and tht Ger-
moan Cantons of Siviîzerlsnd are ta bc inviîcd ta bc prescrnt.

A% ster-l liri boat, nppropriately callcd tte Nàlew lari-er, tas just been
muade fon the City ai New York, ta proet the shipping and wharf î,roperty
in Ž.,w York harbor against loss by fire. Tie new boat is one ofiexceptional
powcr botit as regards lier pumping and steaming qualitie. Sho is pro-
vidcd with a set of triple expansion engines for propelling pawrer, aud is
expected la ieach a speed af nincteen kuats pier haeur. Her pumps, ai
whîch site has tour pairs, aire also af great poiver, and will thraw nt ane
lime four 4 itch atreams ort 'io 5 loch streams, and il is expcctcd that with
the power of ail tht pumps concentnatcd an ane five iuch nozalc a sireain
of watcr can be thrown through a dietance of 500 (cet, and poiverful
cnougb ai short range t0 bo)re ils way trougit any brick %wall on lte itar-
bar front o! liew Yorkc, and ln this way be ai the greatest rervice in cases
where tht vcry besi. ai ondinary lire engînca arc af i ttle or no use, for the
recason that brick wulis, iran shutters, etc., prevcni the trater fira such
enginos reacbing the flianes lit ail. Tht total cost ai the Xèic r'orker tvîll
be_ about S$xooo0 when resdy for service, bat the rooney la believed ta bc
well invesltd, foi had sne been in commission ai thé timt ai tht burning of
te Hudson River clevatars, piera, tic., probably a million dollars avarîl ai

property would have bren saved. The boat is 125 fCet long, 27 fel beant,
driwe Io icet ai ivatet, and ber displaccement 13 351 tune ai. toad %vaitr line,.
Ste la expccîcd 10 bc tte most effectivo cngine fur the exttaguishmenl o!
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Ont of the ruinor hinrdehips inificted on Hlindou ividowl lias been the
shavitug off of their hlair. Tue practice, though certeinly not one of the
%vorst trials; of ant Iudian widow, nusi be suliciently distressing. as thie
1lmndoo barbers recently isstiuîblod Ia the numiber of iooo andi dccided (o
wabli titeir bauds uf the business and no longer perforai the heinous %York
of deptiving %he poor %niiîen of iheir black lockB. The resolution i4
confitied, howcver, t Illte case of tvidows ta bie disfigured fir the first lime,
but eveîî titis is soitething tu lic thankitîl for. and sihows that in India, whiere
the 11osition of %voinen is inost degraded, sine light is breaking in. Ft ar
of <p f~~ ronithei Kulkarnis, îvho -ire J3ralialins in the B3ritish district$,
\vas exprtesied by s .ii uf the bitbers, but the>' Werc tlad iliat suait thinj,,
c(uud, ut bc îîracticed tvih imj.u-tniîy under tînt suprlrnaicy af the Qticn
Emîtîebs, wilth lrce cliters for %vilam the îîîcetng broke Up). IL is to b.t
hoped the barbets, if ilhey cncautotr trouble iii cirryitl., out their riI.lîeou
resolve, will receive hicil a-id sympatiîy tram tie cnliglitenttd ani1 educ.îted
mni ofc Ileigiter caîtes.

White ttre is ite doubt but tivit recipr ecity 'vitit the United
States would prove bencficial tai the Maritimte Pravince.«, the vittual pasaing
oi the INcKiniay tarifT bill ly the Congtess is a pretty gond indication that
we sieed flot look fur arîy faîvorabile action in that direction for soute years
Io cotue, as Ito Republican majîrit>' has incteased instead of lîavtig dimnia.
ished the tariff restrictions. Certain iniereqîs here inay fur the time-being
bc injuriously affecttd b>' tIie incrcased tarjir, but in the long run it wihl he
iound that no permanent damige hits becen dmne. but Vit on the contrary
grest gond lias resulted in the eniorcrd tîuîding up ai inter pr.wincial
trade. As ta the effcct on te patala trade tha- w-ill as heretai 'te lepundit
mare oit %hc c;ops in the Siates than on ilin tariff tg.tiatlions. %Vitl %ri
average crop the prices woulti rule so low tuaIt tlîcr wouli tl li ttle profit
in (lie tradewiere the tari»f reinoved, but in case ofia short crop and conse*
quent high prices the E;tes would have ta tako our potatoes, an~d the
cou!umeri instead of the shippers wuuld have the privilege of paying th~e
duty. The saine tule wiltli bciound Io apply ta alm"st overy article, and
%ve thereiore sec no gaod reason tu ic-ar dis2strous resultt (rom the discrim-
ination in the MicKinlay bill against Canadian ptoducts.

The barriers in thec way of newspiper vwotk in Ruesia, are many. No
work goca Io press without being previnuily tevised and approved ib> the
Censor, aud as naany important cities do nul hava a Censor's bureau ai
their oern, but have to send titeir Ilcopy I for revision ta another place,
the draivbicka ta Ifterary developruent m'iy be imagined. Notwithst.,nding
this and many other inconveniences Iller. has been a notable increase in
the numbcr of prinîing offices Fcrty vears ago there was but anc printing
office in Odessa ; nit present thcre are thirty five such establisbmerts titere,
twcnty ofi which have been opened during the Iast ten ycars. In Ihis regard
the city on the Black Sea aliinost equais the capital of the Empire, for il bas
a printing office fur every zo,ooo of ils inhabitante, whiic St. Petersburg
has une lot every 9.000. St Petersburg also produces tell pier cent.o a i1
the books and paniffhlts printed in the Empire. Next ta Odesst, the city
af Kazan is becoming a centre af publication. Ilithet %Ioscuv litd the
monopoly of Ilcheap cdîttons" of works read by the suasses; -it prescrnt
the provincial press vies %vith hier in tlie printing and selling oi popular
wor)ke. As ta the publication of books addressed to a higher arde-r of
intelligence, the press ai thc large provincial chies almoat supercedes thni
o! thet wa capitals of the Empire.

The question of criminal responsibility is btcoming a very co.-plicitcd
one. The flmw nt present recognizes only the innocent. thc guiity -.nd the
lunatic, but the iouth class, the morally insane. is now coming ln for a
large shitofa discussion. WVe quote irora the IVeek*â Paris le'.ter :-ttThtc
comiug trial of Eyraud, for the inurder of the usurer bailiffE GîmiT.-r, wril i
bce a lsndmnark in the history ai criminal proccdings. Eyrau-l's de:coy-
duck and assaciate is the now rallher cclebrated Gabriella Bompar.l, zged
22, the daughter ai an ironmo.ager at Lille, whose anîecaolents. cccenitrici-
ts and caprices fix public aitentiein m-ire th-t any ailher event. The girl

assenas that (or hier share ln the commission af the crime, she ac!ed 2s
Eyraud ordered hcer, having noi îniîvr ta refuse, and po3sessing a will
capable ta execute what she was Laid, or suggested ta do. Dr3. Brouardel,
Ballet asid -Mollet, tho most eminent 1 medici>legist-i' in France, have been
ordered by the legal authoritics ta report on the mental conformation af the
CernaIt accused These gentlemen have practised suzestivd hiypnot:sm on
Gabrielle flompard, in the cend toi test ber Ability ta breaist crime. 1hc
results are said ta have b.-en extraordinary, and reveaied cxtremne nerv.ius
phenomena. Hcr counisel. M. Robert, is at Nancy canfesring wi:h Dr.
Beraheini an the moral condition of Itis client, and be will dernand for
defence purposits ltha thi scientist and Prof. Charcot hypioic Gibriella
flompard and s0 test lier irresponsibility. Hcnce the trial 'viii raise the
que-ation ai nerves, plistic ta criminil suggestions, as rosponsiblo causes for
violations of tlle Dccalogue." There are miny other ihiugs besid.-s nenves
ta bc considercd in this malter of morAl imbecility. Etrly influences,
environmtni. the îendency of crime, t'ne power of bercdity a-ainst the
criminal even before birth, and habit, which fastens itself arn ils victira
until ail powcer ai self contrai stems 10 ba last. Prevention is b:ttcr lhan
cure, and educaxion must begitn with the child. Good influences may aver-
came even heteditary inclination ta wroug doinig. The trouble is, howveyer,
thai il, is difficuhi. ta bcsîow ibis educatlon ai tht riglit lime and on tht
right persan. If il camets ta piss 1h41 crirninals are za bce judged by their
abulity or disability ta rcsist icunptatian it ili neccssir.ate a greit change in
methods ai punishment or correction, and the process ai law wî]l becomc
more complicatcd than cver. Moral teformatories wiiI talc th,, place ai
pentîentarics and jails, and some ncîv methods will have ta bc discovcrcd
by 'which moal incapables cao be rmade ttrog and heaiîhy.


