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ANNUAL REPORT ON‘ THE STATE OF
THE MILITIA FOR 1873,
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" (Continued from Page. 339)
MILITARY DISTRIOT ¥o. 10,
Forr Garry, January 2nd, 1873.

8ir,—In forwarding to, you my report for
the past year on the state of the Militia in
this Province, [ have, so faras the local
oorps are concerned, little or no change to
note. :

The nominal and actusal strengths remain
a8 reported by me in January laat, viz:

Corps authorized, 36 officers and 660 non-
~ commiasioned officers and men.

Corps aotually raised, 18 officers and 330
non commissioned officers and men, Of
these the "Headinily” Troop of mounted
Rifles is organized, butnot yet equipped or
uniformed.

‘The * Field Battery’’ of Winnipeg is or-
gauvized, and partially uniformed,and equip-
ped for purposes of drill, with two 7 pound-
er moutitain howitzers. :

‘The ‘‘Winnipeg Rifle Company’’ is uni-
formed, but not yet officially inspected, and
is not armed.

The ¢‘Lisgar'’ Rifle Company,the * Maple-
ton’* Rifle Company, and *“Poplar Point'’
Rifle Compiny are complete in organization,
uniform and equipment. These companies,
. ‘with the exception of the * Mapleton Com-~

any’’ which has gone through a portion of

t, have not has }ot performed the drill for
.the year ending June 30th 1874 ; but since

my last report performed and were inspect-
ed for the annual drill of 1872 73, and with
the- following strengths,

Officers. N, C. 0.

o ' & Men,
¢ Lisgar'’ Rifle Co:.... 8 55
¢ Mapleton'’ 9y re- 2 30
¢ Poplar Point”,, :.. 2 44

Thesa three are fine companies, and give
promise of great efficiency.

The Winnipeg Field Battery consists of a
superior class of young men, and if fully
oqui;l)lped, and that arrangements for hors
ing the Battery were made, would be a use-
fal corps. - o

Circumstanoes have delayed the complete’
organization and equipment. . of the Win-
nipeg Rifle Company ; but from a late com*
munication with the commandiag officer I

. am led to believe that it will soon be on a
satisfaotory footing. ,
With regard to tha various other corps au-

thorized in 1871, in the Province, none have-

organized, and oan be considered, but paper
oompanies, My special report called for

"from the Adjutant General’s office, on the
18th of June last, will have fully informed
you on this subject ; and in connectinn with
my various previous reports, have placed
you in rossession of my views as to a
‘more satisfactory organization of the militia
in this Province, than has as yet been found
practioable. -

Iwould, however, respectfully suggest.
that instead of the desultory system of dsill
as at preseut asuthorized, that the annual
drills be consecutive, and, when practigable
without any considerable expense, tﬁnb
local o@apanies should perform su ill
in camp attached to the Provisional Batta:
lion on service here, in such manner as may
be deemed adyisable, : .

By this means the force on service here,
in addition to its other duties, msy be utiliz:
ed as & valuable training school for local
corps.

I have also respectfully to recommend
that & School of Instruction,at which officers

of the Local Active Force may be enabled to-

obtain certificates in this’ Provincde, may be
established. - - .
In the Dominion Forces serving here,
there has been a considerable change in or.
ganization since my last report, the Depart’
ment of Artillery having been increased to
the strength and constitution of & Battery ;
and the Provisional Battalion proportionate-
ly reduced, in order that the Force may
come within the prescribed strength, which
at the present date is returned as fol-

lows :

Officers N. C.O.
& Men.
Battery of Artillery...... 3 80
Provisional Battalion of
Infantry—including in '
Regimental Staff the
Burgeon and Paymaster,
acting for both corps.., 17 244
The duties and disciﬁlino of those corps
are carried on as in H. M. Regular Sei-

vice. : .

A considerable amount of extra duty has
fallen on these corps during the past year
in consequence of requisitions in aid of the
civil power, The principal occasions on
which such services were given, being, first
in March last, when at the time of the pro-
rogation of the Provincial Legislature, it was
considered necessary to maintainan officers’
guard in the Parliament Buildings, as well
as strong inlying piquetsin barracks. Again,
on the 2nd of July last, a detachment of
fifty men had to be despatched by night to
White Horse Plains, to rbpress riots, and
to aid in effecting the capture of rioters; a
duty which was satisfactorily acocomplish-

Immediately after this occurance, the
services of the troops were required for
a special guard, ‘which was maintained for
some time ovar tha building in Fort Garry
used as a prison, in which a party of men
from the Uuited States were confined,await*
ing trial on & serious criminal charge.

Subsequently, fresh requisitions occasion*
ed extra guards and a strong inlying piquet
in aid of thy civil power, whilst one Lepine
was in custody on charge of murder,

On all those occasions, proper legal re
quisitions where required, and obtained by
me from the proper authorities; and the use
of the troops was strictly confined to such

urposes as are precribed in the militia and
fence Aot. ‘

In accordance with our orders, a company
of the provisional Battalion of Infantey was
detached to the North West Angle of the
Lake of the Woods, as an escort and guard
for His Honor the Lieutenant Governor,
during the negotiations for a treaty with the
Ogibbewa Indians. This duty, which occupi:
ed about three weeks,was satisfactorily per:
formed ; the party returning to head-quar*
ters on the 9th October. )

On the night of the 3td of December,a tire
which. totally desfroyed the Legislative
Buildings, occurred in the Town of Winni:

g. The exertions of a strong party of

nfantry and Artillery, who I thought it
proper to employ for the purpose, mainly
prevented the fire spreading to adjacent
buildings, where large quantities of powder
and coal oil where stored, and which, if

ignited, would have caused the detstruction |’

of the greater porlion of the town.

0 &)
As already specially reported to you, the*
servioes of the trcops on this occasion pro- -
cured them the thanks, by Minute of Coun-
cil, of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor -
and the Provincial Government.

‘The general health of the troops has beed
good, although the sick returns have beo

{ greater than in previous years ; this:mdy be

in &' great measuré attribgted toifhe fack
that of the drafts from Nova -Seétia and
New Brunswick, numbering one hundred
men, who repldced the time expired men:
weré growing lJads whose physique was no
sufiently. established to_fit them for hard-
ships which service in ‘this country neces-
sarily entails. It is right, however, that -
‘should add, that in the soldierlike qualities
of zesl for service, and- amenabiiity to dis-
cipline which distinguished our Dominion
Forces, these young levies from the Mari~
time Provinces are in no wise inferior to the
troops that they have replaced. )
I would respsctfully suggest that, unless
under exceptional circumstances, no men
.should be engaged for service in the North
West under twenty years of age. _
1t is with satisfaction that I am enabled
to report to you that the whole of the roop#
are comfortably quattered in the new har-
rack huts, lately erected, and of nhioh,-fuu ,
reporis, plans, &c., will be 'fo,;-warde,i to you
by‘an early mail. ' o0
I bave the honot'to be, Sir, =~ "
Your most obedient servant, ;. -
W, UsBornNe SmitH, Lt. Col. . .
D. A. G.,, Commanding,
Military Districs, No. 10
The Acting Adjt. General, e
Ottawa.
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ERPORT ON THE ARTILLERY OF.THE PROVINGS
OF ONTARIO,, ., .

Kingston, Novembet, 1873

Sin,~The follownig batteries of Field
Artillery have performed their drill for the
yehr 1873-74, and have been inspected bY:

me Viz, :—- e
The,h Ottawa Field. Battery ;. Kingston
Field Battery; Toronto Fiald Battery;

Hamilton Field Battery ; and Wellingon
Field Battery. . :

The London Field Battery .will probably
carry on its snnual drill in the month,of
June next ; the Welland Canal Field BatterY -
in March ov April next, and the Durhss® °
and Gananoque Field Batteries, baing!ﬁu
without the guns or equipment, it is diffi-
_cult to say when they are likely to turs
out. - - -,
The Ottawa Field Battery performed it
annual training in eight consective daysis
September, being endamped at Ottaws:
The weather was very unfavourable, an
the rain greatly injured the hgrness andséd"
dlery. I thing it would be well for the fu*
tare to issue to each battery going into camp
& couple of extra tents for harnees ; 8s, 8%
alone is it very annoying to the men.batiP8
so much extra work thrown on them by ba¥
ing to remove daily a quantity of rust fro®
the iron work of the hurness, but the pelie¥Y
of allowing harness worth $2.00Q to jo-
jured rather- than issue a couple Of-;““."
tents, worth about $20 apiece, is very ques”
tionable. RIS

Notwithstanding the difficulties this bst*
tery had to encounter, both as regards the -
weather ‘and being short of officars, 188
hﬁPPy to inform you that the non-com
sioned officers and gunners- were officlent W
gun drill, and the drivers at driving.

Qapt.ain Stewart can instruot woll’at(“ :
drill apd field mancouvres, - - . ol



