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lineg at distances of 300 yards apart. This
would certainly be the best formation in
which to advonce under cannon fire,

Onearrival of the lending battalions within
musketry rango or 700 yards, of the enemy,
the two flink compnnies should run out, ox-
tending from thoir outer flanks lia down at
300 ynrds to the front nnd liro; Nos. 2 and

companies should run ont, each company
m line, and lio down at I59 yards to the
front ; and the remeining four compunies
should liedown in line. Thn second and
third lines should continue thejr ardvance.
Tho skirmishers would then bo at 400 yards
distance frowm the enemy ; ‘the supports and
reserves at distances of |50 yards to the
rear ; and the second and tiyrd lines would
be closing up,

There should be g little delay as possible
in the advance of the brigade, ~The object
isonly to get within charging distanco of
the enemy; to wasto tho enomy by fivo is the
proper duty of artillery, both halore and
during tho attack. The skirmishers should
gain ground by short runs, und alwys lie
down to fire. T'he supports, advancing al.
ways at the double, and alvays lying down
when not advancing, should gradudly dreaw
nearer Lo the skirmishers and remorce them
when they need rewmforcement. The re

serve, advancing always at the double, and
always lying down ‘when not advancing,

should gradunlly deaw nearer to the supports
and replace them, and then remforce the
skirmishers, The second lne should draw
nearer to the first line, and the third line
nearer to the second line, both hnes Iymg
down when not on the move. I'he third
line should form double company columns
un its passage out of the zone of cannon five.
All the fermutions in renr must conform with
the operations of the skironshers ; and, at
any time during the advance, every forma.
tion in rear should bo noir enough to sup-
port the formation next in front.

Before the arrival of ourskirmishers with
in eharging distance or 59 yards of the ene.
my, the whole of thy first line should bo in
skivmisher swarm  When the ekwansher
swarm is within charging distance of the
enemy, theadvance of the second and third
lines, ut distances offitty yards, will cause
the skirmisher swarm to got up and lead
the charge of the brigade.

What is urged against this method of at.
tack is that the leading battalion, sent up t»
the front in successive detachments to
spread along a lino of 409 paces, would be g
confused swarm, out of hand of the batta-
lion commander, out of hand of the cip
tains, and not to bo trusted to lead the
charge. o this we reply that there is no
other practicible method of advancing a byi-
grade through the open, to bring it into con
tact with the enemy ; and that men can be
trained to act 1n a skirmisher swarm as well
a8 they couldact in that formation which,
within fifty yavds of the enewy, should re.
Dresent what on parade is a line. Theo im-
bulse to charge when at close quarters can
not be commu aicated by word of command
of battalion commnder or of captaiu,nor by
sound of bugle, but only by the sight of a
wavering enemy, or the resolute advanco of
a good support. The skirmisher swarms,
leavened by its officers, would act, not by
word of command, but of its own impulse,
It isvain now to talke of any better line in
front. No line could be marched up to the
enemy; and if a perfect lino could fall
from the skies 1o find itself near the encmy,
1twould quickly assume the shape of & skir-
misher swarm. The disorganisation of cony-

anies in the {eading battalion must ot bo
geld ta be an insuperable objoction to the

only practionl mathod of advancing a brj
gade to attack the enemy,

Again, it is objeoted that tho skirmisher
swarm would not bo nblo to manwuvro, To
this we reply that the skirmsher swarm
would havo only to advance, and that it
could reform nt leisure when its work was
done. Infuntry have very little manwuvring
to do in battlo,

The objrction thay o drill for a loose method
of fighting would bo injurious to discipline,
seems nlmost unworthy of confutation,
Much disciplineis no doubt imparted by
steady dvll,'and our soldjers may still be
drilled to npl)roach perfection, but both offj.
cors and soldiers may be taught how to fight,
A logical deduction from this objection is,
that the discipline of our soldiers is partly
dependent upon theijr Stupidity.

VI. Double Company Columns,

By double company columns we mean
quarter columns ot four half companies, A
battalion 1m hne would form four double
company columns on the right half com-
panies of right compnnies; or two central
‘iouble company columns on the right halt
companies of Nos, 3 and 5 companies, the
Lwo comp «nies on each fl.nk remaining de
ployed, or double.oompany columng m the
right or the left wing only, the other wing
remsining deployed. The change of for-
mation cuuld be mado on the move, at the
halt, or with the right half companies of
vight companies lying down. The columns
would usually remain 1n hine at deploying
intervals, under the direction of the batty
lion commander; butasentorcaptain should
command each double company colump
much as, in cavalry, a captam commands g
squadron.

We advocate the formation of douhle
company columns in third line not under
canuon-fire. This formation would undoubt
edly be the best for the first and second
lines to rally upon should they be repulsed
in attack or defence. We could usunlly
form one third line 1n double company col-
umns when it had arrived within 300 yards
of the euemy; for the cross o=nnon fire of
the enemy could seldom be brought to bea:
on us so close to him. Covered by two lines
in front the tlued line would always suffor
less from musleetry firg when in tompany
culumns than when in fine,

VIL. Conclusion,

The order of battle of abrigade being as
wo have thited above, brigudes would be
placed sido by side, not one n rear of ano
ther, in defence, Artillery would be placed
in the fioat line in the ntervals of divisions,
50 that guns would be separated from guns
by intervals of two Lattalions, cr about 800
paces. Cavalry, and the reserve of artillery
und infantry, would be independent of thp
general order of battle,

In attack, brigades should advance one
in rear of another, on n front of 400 Daces,
rather than sido by side A rear brigade
would advance, at 300 yards® distance from
the rear of tho brigade in front, in threo
lines, with distance of 301) yards ; and close
its lines and lessen itg distance from the
brigade in frout during the advanco, An
attack should always be brepared by artil-
lery, and then supported by artillery well
advanced on the flunks, Deep attacks on
anarrow front are the most favour wle to
tho action of the artillery of the attack; and
ty deep attacks only canwe reasonubly hope
to bring asuperiority of foreo 10 benp upon
tbe enemy, " Two or more divisions attack.
ing together would sndvance oo 2 front of

ono divigiar, or 80 paces; but 800 puess ig

the limit imposed upon tho breadth of an
attack, by the necessity of having actillery
firing inwarag across the flanks, in supports,
and tho necessity of arising in superior force
upoun the enemy in his lines,

AN AUSIRIAN OPINION OF PRUSSIAN
TACTICS

—

Quo vaunts the skill of the P.assim in
adopting, even during the courso of cam.
paign, new methods of fighting which havo
been ncknawledged ng bracticable, If this
18 on the one hand a proof of the great sup
pleness of the Prussian army ; 1f it shows ag
clearag daylight that it ig cipable of con.
lorming its nctions and its tactics_to its ad-
versary of the moment, vno may also on the
other hand ask oneself, if this aptitude for
vapidly substituting new formations for those
which are nllowed to be impracticable or bad,
18 really a science peculiur to the Prussian
tenerals, or whether these discoveries
should nnt to agreat extont be attrbuted
L2 charce,

In making a eloser eximination of this
uestion, one mny see that hulo of glory
which crowns the helmet of the Prussian ge-
nerals fading Lot us admit thit up to ths
present, favoured by good fortune with a
precedent(fuar be it trom us to desira on that
account to deny their real merit), and that
that magical injtiative which they havo al-
wnys known how to make use of, has not
been one of the least items connected with
their success, According to all the informa-
tion which has been collected up tll now,
chance has been Just as much a helping
genius for this brilliant army, as fortuno has
been a smiling goddess to it,

But this does not take away one atom of
the merit which the Prussians incontestably
possess of finding out with marvelious per-
specuity the advantages of the good things
which chanco revenls, and of taking advant.
age of them when they have recognized
them as practicable,

The great 200d_fortune of tho Prussiang
may be partly atiributed to the fact, that
their superior oflicers, whast having the
tirm determination and the energy to carry
out unflinchingly the orders which have
been given them, nevertheless reserve the
right of judging the advantages which for.-
mutions other thant hose in accordance with
and prescribed by the regulations may, ac.
cording to circumstances, present, and that
they never huve that narrowness of mind
which, wlhilst aware that there is something
better to he done, sull prefers to stick to
tha* which is mediocre or bad simply becauss
it is the regulation, as is the case elsewhora
—Wehr Zeitung.

The ttamway between Lisbon and Entr
is to be opened to public travel in a
fortunight.

Tho master printers throughout Germany
to-day (March 8.) locked out all their em-
ployes who aro unionists.

The Pope, replying to an address present-
ed to him to.day, said that reconciliation
with the ItalianGovernment was impossible§
God would punish the invaders of his do-
minions, As Catholio men aro unshalces
able in their faith, ho had tho utmost cons
fidenco in the ultimato triumyh of the
Chureh,




