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CORRESPONDENCE.
VOLUNTEERS AND THE NEW ACT,

To the Edilor of the VOLUNTEER BEVIEW.

DeAr Sir:—Tho subject mattor of several
letters which haveo from timeto timo appear-
ed inyour columns from your correspondent
“1, CM is of a nature so interesting {o
those who have at heart the progress and
wolfare of the Militia force of the Dominion,
that I make no question its discussion has
been as attentively followed by others as by
myself. The reply vr “F. 0. by bringing
forward another aspect of the question, im-
parts to its interest the additional stimulant
of argument. I had, howevyer, no intention
of soliciting your pormission to take any
part in thé discussion, but for an editorial
remark in your issue of the 18th Oct., to
which I feel constrained to demur. Of this
presontly. In the meantime I would crave
your indulgence for a few remarks on the
communications of both your gallant corres-
pondents.

It may possibly be in your remembrance
that I haye never been forcibly impressed
with admiration for Sir G, Cartier's Bill or
for certain points in his mode of dealing
with the Force. But prudence as well as a
sense of the fair play due to an untried meoa-
sure led me to refrain from commilting my-
self to a rash condemnation nntil I had some
opportunity of observing its working. I
cannot at the present moment conscienti-
ously say that I think worge (if so badly) of
the measure as I did at fivet. But I believe
that no one will be able to estimate with
oven approximate correctness, its effect on
the Volunteer Force, until he shall be iu pos-
sessior. of the musters for annual drill next
year.

I am partly led to this conclusion from the
fact that there is & large number of the force
whose three years term is on the point of
expiration, and I conceive it to be & matter
of the gravest doubt, first, whether any
great proportion of that number will renew
their engagements, and secondly whether,
in the event of thcir declining to do so,
fresh Volunteers will, in the present temper
of the Force and in tiie absence of induce-
ments, step forth to fill their places.

In the faceof such accounts as we have
read of the turns out at Montreal, and in
view of ‘the extensive falling off of compan-
ies at the re-enrollent, it is impossible to
doubt that there is adissatisfaction existing
in many quarters far greater than can by
any strotch of imagination, compatible with
experience, be laid to thoaccount of unhap-
vily constituted and unmfluential officers.
Yet I am inclined to believe that the mun-
ner in which the annual drill has been per-
formed this year has tended shghtly to re-
store the popularity which from more than
one cause, raceived severe shocks in 1868.

But, on the other hand, I doubt if many
Battalions have succeeded, notwithstanding
the comparatively favorable conditions of

this year's drill, in bringing into the field as
full a atrength as they did last yeor, and, as
I said before, it romains to be seen whother
1870, which will bo a test-year for the sys-
tem, will show an increase or adecrease.

Howovar forcible, therefore, tho stricturas
of “L. 0. on the Militin Act, I cannot but
thinle that o calmer consideration would
have disposed that officer to regard it in the
light of an exyeriment not as yot fully test-
od, and have dsterred him from damaging
his arguments by assertions of 30 extreme a
nature a8 at once to callenge dottbt as to the
possibility of their corractness. It is one
thing to believe, as many do, that tho ser-
vice is encumbered with a superfluity of
staff, but it is quito another thing to fancy
the officers of that staff cap tble of falsifying
refurns.

1t might also perhaps be unwisa to confer
upon the ¢ zealous officer” the power to
draft at pleasure, unless that power were
carefully circumsoribed by guarantees
against abuse. But in combatting this pro
position of ¢ L. C's”’ your gallant correspon-
dent ¢“F. 0. brings us at once face to face
with an assumption 'which lies near the root
of the matter. I usethe word *hssumption’
not disrespectfully but becausgs, although it
might be unsafe to deny its correctness, 1
am not thoroughly convinced of its truth,

The fact assumed is that * the people will
not be drafted.”” Iam myself inclited to
think tliat a draft 80 extremely moderate as
would be requived to complete the quota of
companies whose ratiks are alraady three
parts filled with Volunteers, would cause
little or no dissatisfaction, and I have
grounds foer my belief which, however, I
will not prolong my communication by de-
tailingathem here,

1 am bound to admit that the opinion of
«“F. 0.” is supported by some authority
which should be yood, as well as by some
(to which I alluded many months agon
tbrowing togethera “Few reasvns for Vol-
unteering,’’) which is unquestionably bad.
Supposing it, however, to be absolutely
right, it becomes matter of surprise that
Sir George Cartier, having so intimate a
knowledge as he 13 supposed to possess of
the temper of the €anadian peopls, should
bave committed Limsolf at ail to the prin-
ciple of drafting as set forth in clause 22
paragraph 2 of the Act, knowing that if ‘the
people will not be drafted,’ the ballot must
become a dead lotter.

All will concede the propriety of regulat-
ing according to justice the alacrity which
distinguishes -Janadians in emergency, but,
if the Regular Militia clause was, as * F. 0.
intimates, intended only to meet the ex-
treme case of war, it should have been so
specified. As 1t is there prevails a wide
spread opinion thag its original intent was
equally to supply Volunteer deficiencies in
time of peace.

At all events enthusiastic Volumeering
when danger 1s at the door will not serve to

keep up an officient nuoleus in time of
peaco; should any Distriot fail to produca
the requisite numbers, and I think it may so
fail from causes other than ‘unfortunate ac.
cidents of position or temprament on the
part of officers,’ as L will presently try to

, show.

~ have no desire, however, to endeavour
to pick more holes in thoe Act, but before I
como to certain points of T, O's" letlerin
which I entirely concur, I would beg per-
mission to notice one or two in which Ido
not.

T cannot agree with your gallant corres:
pondent in attaching importance to Lord
Elcho's approval of the Act, or that of any
other Englishman without recent as well as
long Canadian experience, or to that of any
English journal, I doubtif the force bs
thoroughly understood by our own Parlia-
ment—our own govérnment—our own stafl
Its conditions as the actual army of th:
country, and in many other respects, are t«
tally dissimilar to those of any force withiz
English experience. Its workings are there
fore little likely to be. correctly understood
or interpreled by Euglish nowspapers,

Jambyno means sosure as is “F, 0.
that the fears which have been entertainel
of a falling away in the numerical strengt
of the Volunteers are groundless. As [
said before Iregard the actas yet on tria,
and I do not think that any data will be ot
tained before the close of next year's dril
which will form a reliable index,

The allusions of “F, 0."” to the Prussian
system suggests a roforenco to an idea which
appears to obtain in some quarters that we
are here in Canada working out the problem
of an armed nationvs. a national army,
Parhaps we have begun to do s0, but a very
different temper to the apathy which pre-
vades a large portion of cur community
must, if wo aro to rely solel; on voluntary
service, prevail, before our system v ill bear
any comparison with that of Prussia, Itis
not probable that we shall eversupporta
standing army of any magnitude, conse-
quently we must be if anything an ermed
nation. But we shall be but a wretched
caricature of the thing we aim at so long as
our armed nationality consists of no more
than 40,000 Volunteers, trained and discip
lined by a week’'s annual drill!

Now whatever may be the fauits of tke
Hon. Bart. at the head of the Militia Depart-
ment or of his Act, I perfectly agree both
with your gallant correspondent and your-
self, that not upon lus shoulders should be
laid the reproach of that ill directed
economy which so effectualty cripples the
service in all its branches.

Let this opprobrium be ascribed where in
the first plaze it is more immediately due
to the 1gnorance and nasrrow mindedness of
a certain class of members, which is unfor-
tunately as “F. Q." observes, sufficiently
powerfal to make itself felt. I am inclined

to believe that had a Militia Bill been push-



