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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

MITCHELL'S ISAIAH.*

Prof. Mitchell of tho Boston Univeraity has followed his com.
mentary ou Awmos, published in 1893, by a volume on the first
twelve chapters of Isiiah. 'Lhia work hke the preceding is an
expansion of his class lecluro notos arranged so as to be intolligible
to the average reader. The more critical remarks presupposing
some knowledgo of Hobrew are thrown into foottiotes so that they
may bo passed over by the English student without breaking the
continuity of the discussion. The commenta aro simplo and direct,
avoiding all prolix discussions. Tho writer far more frequently
states his own view in as fow words as possible and simply lots 1t
stand, than presents any argument in ita favor. The commentary
is accompanied by an indepandent teanslation which shows a com-
petent knowledgo of the original, Oao feature of this translation
is somewhat novel in works of this class and has the virtue of
clearncss. I, however, revcalsat once the greal weakncas of the
book. The author accopts nearly all the results of advanced criti-
cism on Jeaiah and indicates the parts which he considers are not
genuine by printing them in Italics, Sometimes it is only a phrase,
sometimes o vorse; then ugain it is & paragraph or the greater
portion of & chapter. Altogether ho rejects nearly one-fourth of
these twelve ohapters as spurious additions and interpolations. e
seldom offors any better reason for such rejection than thav the
passages or phrases scem to come in awkwardly or are out of
harmony with Isaiah’s style. I fact it is usually tho shortest road
out of any difliculty, and wounderfully simplifies the problems of
exegesis. 1t is in this way, for example, he deals with the famous
pasaage in the beginning of the second chapter which has given rise
to a0 much variety of vpinion. (i course it is not an impossivle
supposition that this should bo a later interpolation, but in the
absence of cvidence it is tho very last supposition that ought to bo
resorted to. One cannot help wondering what the result would be
if the same critical principles were applied, say, to such a modera
writer as Robert Browning. If every digression, every explanatory
parenthesis, overy dramatic introduction of somebody cleo's view,
were treated as interpolations, there would be comparatively little
left. What was left might perhaps read more smoothly, but it
would not be Browning at all. Now thess are precisely the things
which Prof. Mitchell insists on leaving out of Isaiah, and it can
hardly be regarded as anything but an evasion of the problem. The
mechanical get up of tho book is all that could be desired.

TwrsTy 81N YEARs or Misstovary Work 1x Cimisa. By Grace
Scott, of the China Inlaud Mission. Cloth extra. § illustra.
tions. Nuw Yoik, American Tract Society.

Every new missionary book that is interesting will help along
the cause of missions. J. Hudson Taylor, the founder of the China
Inland Mission, eays of thia book : **1 did not fiud one dull para.
graph. > The publishers have done well to reissue this beautiful,
tender and impressivo story of missionary hife. It shows what
earpest souls can do amidst dutficulties when God is with them. It
contains many convincing facts of tho Gospel's power tosave and Lo
elevate, and many confirmations of Ncriptural promises and testi-
mony. The reader of Mrs. Scott’s book will not ouly learn much of
missionary werk in China, bat alao of the manners and custorns of
that country. In the following beautiful words the author brings
her volume to a close: “ And now my story is ended, many inci-
dents have been forgotten, others, too sacred for the public eyes
neceasarily omitted ; but if what has been written of the joys and
sorrows, encouragements and disappointments of a missionary’s hife
will serve to cheet somo lonely heart, and strengthen sowme feeble
knces that are apt to be weary through the difliculties of tho way,
by reminding them afresh of the Lord's own promse, ‘In due
season yo shall reap if ye faint not,’ my effort will not have beea
ia vain.”

In Kepaw's TeExtt, By Mr. Merriman. New York, Dodd, Mead
& Co. ; Toroato, Copp, Clark & Co.

The literary editor for tho London Telegraph pays tho author a
flattering compliment in saying that *‘ ho belongs, in fact, to what
we have learnt to call ¢ tho romantic reaction,’ the revolt of the
tired novol-resder and novel-writer against nourotic and arxual
problems. Like Mr. Austhony Hope, Mr. Stanley Weyman, Mr.
A. E. W, Mason, aund inany others, ho believes it to be bis businces
to tell a good yarn, in which the heroes should go through a largas
amount of unmerited suffering, and cmerge victorious at tho last
with the heroino waiting at the f£aal page to fall blushing into
their arms.”

=*lsainliz A study of chnptors f.-xif.. by 1. G. Mitchcll, Professor iu
Boston University. New York : Thomas Y. Crowolt & Co.

Avtionrs' Reanisay, from the pross of the Feoder'ok A. Stokes
Company, is & compilation of recitations from the works of James
Whitcomb Riley, Mary Hartwell Catherwood, Ella Wheeler
Wilcox, Hamlin Garland, * Bill Nye,” ugono lield, Will Carloton,
‘Al Quad ** and Opie Read. It is illustrated throughout with pea
and ink drawings by A. . Young, and thero is & biagraphy of
cach author. ‘Lo solections are well made, and are most thoroughly
aud pleasantly characteristic uf their authors.

Tur Stony or Tur Uniov Javk.—Qur townsman M. F. Barlow
Cumborland has just published; through the Methodist Book Room.
& most jnteresting volume on the history of tho Union Jack, ¢ the
motoor {lag of Iingland.” 'I'he author has done his work conecien-
tiously aud carefully and the result is & valuablo addition to our
historical literature. Commencing with ** the instinct of omblems "
Mr. Camberland shows how from the very earliest times there was
*‘ national and religious emblem atandards which had meaning aund
use * * * beforo history had a written record.” Perhaps the best
chapter in the book, certainly tho most intoresting to Canadinus, is
the 1Gth, it is entitled **‘The Union Jack, tho Flag of Canada.” It
recounts tho history of she I'lag in Caunada and what a glorious
story it has in Canadian history. Tho book is well got up, and
handsomely illustrated, and reflects credit not only upon the wuthor,
who is Canadian born and proud of his nationality, but upon both
printers and publishors.

Ia tho Presbyterian and Reformed Review for Oorvober the place of
honor is given to uu excollent artiole by Principal King on * The
13 hical Gospel.” Dr. MacLaren reviewas Preiident Hall's ** Gospel
of ths Divino Saorifice,” and Dr, Cavon gives an account of the
¢ Caoadian Geoeral Asiembly,”” So that Canada is well repre-
seuted. Other articles of great intereat are ‘ The Dramatio
Character und Iategrity of Job,” by Dz Green; ** Apostolio and
Modern Miesions,” by Dr. Martin. Dvr, Gillett reviews * Gordon’s
Immortality—and the New Theology,"” while Dr. Richardeon gives
an interesting resume of ** Harnack’s recont book on the Dates of
Early (aristisn Literatare.”” DMacCallsa and Co, Philadelphia.
$3.00 a year.

The Presbyterian Quarterly for Ootober is a good subetantial
number contuining & good deal of the hoaviest theology in philo-
sophicsl dress, and a fair amount of the discussion of live queations,
The openiug article is by Dr. Forgartie on the * Fact of the
Trinity and the Faots of Expericnoe.” Thisis followed by a dis-
oussion on ** The Old Testament Kldership® from Dr. Bchenk ,
anarticle on * The Main Mark of the Charch,” by Dz, Stephenson ;
8 good treatment of the quostions connected with the gsecond and
thicd Epistles of John, by Dr. Ritchie Smith. Lir. Alexander
Scores ** Latter Day Judaiem” ; Dr. Primross discasses the moan-
ing of the phrase * May Koow that I am Jehovah ™ ; and Mr.
Raymond proves that * An Iofallible Ravelation is Practicable
and Necessary.” Dr. Blackeslee defends the ** Biblo Stady Union
Lessons.” The usnal book reviews complete the number. Whittet
acd Shepperson. Richmond, Va. $1.00 & yesr.

The Biblical World for October is adorned with a reproductionof
Leonardo DDa Vinoi's ¢ Head of Christ” in the c2lebrated fresco of
the Last Supper and bas as ite frontis.pizce & fac simile of a page
of a Greek Mes. of the (Goipels now in the Newberry Lihrary,
Chicago, which is desoribed by Prof, Goodspecd. The other
artioles uro interesting to to the stadens of Soriptare. University
of Chicago Preas. $2.00 & yesr.

The November issne of the Magazino of Act, published by the
Caasels Pqblishing Co,, New York, is just to hand. With this
aumber enda the 21at volume, and certainly tho closing issne of
the volumo is not a whit behind the earlier nambers, Amony tho
notable features of this iasus may bo montioned a full page plato
of Ely Cathedral, Ilizabothan Revivals by Arthar Dillon with
four illustrations, and Sculpture in the Paris Sslons by M, M.
Spielmann.

Oaco moro ihe well-knowa and papalar pablications of S. \V.
Tartzidge & Co., London, Eng., are to hand and quite sustain
their ropatation for intereat and instraction, The niost attractive
foature, perhaps, io each iy us follows ; —** The Story of Poor Ted
io The British Workman ; *“ A Talk with tho Stara” in The Band
of Hope Review ; “ An Artist in Cluy,” in The Family Friend ;
** A Tempting Treasure ” in The Friendly Visitor; * The King of
Iron and Gold* in Tho Children's Friend, and * Bruin's Story **
io The Infant's Magazine. It is a pity that theso interesting
publications have not a larger circnlation in this country.




