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THE DAY BTAR.

wr ok of morn and cven,

»un of Teaven's heaven,
saviovr high and dear,
Tuward us tun thing ear
Through whate'¢r may come,
Thou canst lead us hore,

Theugh the gloom be pulevous,
Those we leant on leave us,
Thovgh the conard heart
(alt its proper part,
Though the tempter come,
Thau wilt Tead us home,

Saviour pae and holy,
Loverof the Iowl{.
$iga us with Thy sign,
Take our hands In Thine,
Take out hands and come,
Lead Thy children home,

Star of moin anl even,
Shine on us ftom Heaven,
Feom Thy glory thtone
1ear Thy very own |
1.01d and Savjour, come,
Lead us to our bome t
- Bulerarve.

- L

PERFECTIONISM.*

Y REY, IIVAS CAMTRSLY, LITOWEL,

PERFECTIONISM is no new doctrine
With many it passes as such; it is
about as the
But is it
new? Every intelligedt theologian or
Church histotian knows that it hag been
a Jong time in existence.  But systems,
like men are not always good in propor-
The age of some
aystems is only matched by their bad:
Like many of the errors of the
ptesent this is an old one resurrected

It has had its
advocates in almost every period of the
an exponent
way back, and he evi-
. "dently was in full possession of the sys:

.tem when he said, * God 1 thank thee

pretty genersily talked
“inewtheory of holiness.”

tion to their age
ness.
and dressed up anew,

_Church’s history. 1 fin
Lol along

\

that 1 am not as other ruen are.”

\~In the discussior of this to
futhill;l
st

uiigation. for a moment.
-pit Wjthout .sume elements
These we must conserve,

mixing a drop of truth withan ocean of
error deceives many a one. 1t is dan.
erous 10 teach less than than thetruth,
?t is dangerous to teach more than the
truth,  The theoty of pecfect haliness
is cleatly a misconception of the work
Here we must follow
the clear teaching of the Word of God.
You sreall familiar with the teaching
of Scriptute regarding the natute and
divine grace in the heprts of
The Shorter Catechism of
cur Chutch defines it beautifully and
acripturally when it says, * Sanctifica.
tion is the work of God's {ree grace,
whereby we ate renewed in the whole
man afier the image of God, and are
enabled more and mote to die unto sin,
The
speak of it as
n this matter,
giace-like nature is gradual in its de-
velopments. In the physical world the
not reach petfection with s
bound. Itisa matter of gradualdevclop-
ment.  The rose does not burst into
beautiful petfection in e day, nor does
a man become a full-grown Christian in
"t he analogy between grace and
pature is close.  One of the divine in.
iunctions is, * Grow in gtace, and in the
nowledge of our Lord and Saviour
etus Christ.”  Unlikc illiterate school-
ys the sucred writers never used words

at random. They kncw the meaning
of the tezms and figurcs which they
used. Two of them, at least speak. of
faitly well-informed Christians as “‘babes
L” Paulis onesnd Peteristhe
knew the force.of
hat did they mean?
Simply this: That the babe must pass
throrzh all the stages of developement
manhood in

of sanctfication,

rogress of
gelievets.

and live unto tightcousness.”
sacted writers intu'u.bly
s progressive work.

plant does

a day.

o Christ.”
other. Surcly lhe‘
what they said. V

between babyhood and

Christ. That the babe in Christ must
yet reach the stature of wanhood in
Christ.  How long will this take?

A lifetime ; for the soul. to see the
Saviour in his unclouded glozy is to be
freed from the last stain of sin, "“We
shall be like Him ; for wo sball sce Him
as  Hu js” - Tt would seemy that the
souls of believers ate purified from the
least and last defilement of sin in
the act of passing from lime into
peee
Conformity to:the image
of Jusus was Paul's great jdea of re-
Every helieyer shall there
setfect holiness. » Bat

clemity. Al believers shall be

fectly haly.

demption.
foic arrive At petd !
when?  Inthislife?, :Ithink not. |

13, petfection:attainable in this life?
This 12 the quenjon that 1. projroso, to
discussin lhmumr,,.'\ty,rnwct tothis

{ thay
Scripture. 10, be

questiop is,No. Shyptd be,mid

*we are commanded iy

Davectrs

some
will have to be candidly admit-
-snd somethings will bave to beemd
1 phatically .deoied.  No system of un-
L ppined crvor can stand intelligent lnves
This theory s

+

petfect cven as our Father in heaven is !
perfect, 1 frcclr grant this. Dot we
must be carclul aud not win watters.
When Christ gave a standacd He gavc!
one Wke Himscll=perfect.  He sald
to his disciptes * Be ye therefore pcr-l.
fect cien as your Vatber who is !
Hcaven i3 perfec” “This passage is

context. For only in .. Jight of
the conteat can it be nightly undee
stood.  Cleatly, the execllence demand.
edd of the disciples here is not a maiter
of degrees but of kind, The word
perfect never sipnifics in New ‘Testa-
ment usage sindessnesse 10 points owt
a trye Christian character as  con:
tasted with o defective, hallfinished
{and panial characier,  We are (e
quently reminded by the advocates of
Parfectionism that God commands bis
chiblren 1o be hnly and that he has
yower to inake them perfectly holy even
i this life. . gladly admit all this,
But we tnust tememb e that there is a
vatt difference between  what  God
could do and what He has promised to
do. There ate many things that He
could dothat 1¢ has nowhere promised
to do, Has God anywhere in His
Word promised to make His children
petfect in holiness on this side of the
rive ?  Are there any cases on record
in which the promise has actually been
fulfilled? 1 have no hcsitation wn an.
swering these questions in the negative.
The best Christians the world has ever
seen confess sin and pray for pardon,
1t will ever be so.  So long as believers
are in this world they will need to pray
for pardon. How do 1 know this? 1
gathet It from scveral Seriptural sources,
¥irst, I gather it from the spirituality of
the divine law. A man is perfect when
he coraes up to the requirements of a
perfect standsrd. Thete is & standard
for almost everything. And thete is a
standard by which-man's chatacter is to
be tested. Whatisit? 1t is the di.
vine law,

Now, regarding this law two questions
suggest thewselves: What are its de-
mands? and Daes It ever change? The
morat law demands perfect obedience
—nothing more, nothing less, Paul
quoting from the Old Testament says,
“ Cursed is every one that continueth
not in all things waich are written in the
hook of 1he~law ta"dd’ theww.” (Gal.
ili. 10.) , James' resdi g;gf‘\.m i:'
[ o .I % H = -0
o g s d kool ) O
the whble taw and yetbfenid 'lﬁ‘;one
point be is guilty of all.” (James'ii."10.)
1t is 2 beautiful seamless robe that is
ruined by a single tent.  Ttis a delight-
ful musical harmony that is marred by
a single discordant note. Just here 1
shall quote two sentences of the cele.
brated Dr. Guthrie : * Even s0, though
you may stait at the bold assertion, and
when you think of some gross and hor.
tid sins may be ready to exclaim, *Is
thr servant a dog that he should do
this thing’ the man who is capable
of breaking one of God’s command-
ments is capable of breaking them all
in mind and in spirit ;” * he that offend
eth in one point is guilty of all.” The
scribe’s question drew from Jesus this
conclee but comprehensive answer,
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart ard with all thy soul,
and with ali thy mind, and with all th
strength. ‘This is the fint command-
ment.  And the second Is like, namely
this, thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself” This is man’s duty in a nut.
shell, He who faiis to love God with
all the powers of his complex nature,
and to love his neighbour, ?ailt to come
up to the divine standard and therefore
commits tin. Hut some one may say
4 Q that's the law in all its old-fashion
cd rigour. It has been modified. It
has beet. toned dowa to_aeet infirmi.
ties of God’s children. The law of per-
foct obedience is no longer the standard
of Christian duty, but 1he law of love.
We are not bound down to the obedi-
ance of immortal man in par: Jise” It
is well to be wise.  But it is dangerous
to be wise beyond what is revealed,
This is the doctrine of the Roman
Catholic Church—the docttine of thosc
that talk about ** the higher life,"—~the
doctrine of the gicat majority of the
prétenders to petfection. It has the
smack of holinest about it. It sounds
wcll. Dut to me it sounds ‘painfully
like nomsense, o

The Bible recognises but one stand.
ard of Christian duly, God has never
towered this standard to mect the cir
cumstances of sinful men. That they
Yave tendered themselves incapablé of
keeping it is their own sin.  This rule
of duty chauge!l Impassible, Atvwell
might God change.  Why, it is the very
wanscript of God himsclt  The Dhble
knows no toning dowp -process.  Uut
it knows and makes provision for a
toning up proccss.  lnstead of toning
Jdown the standard fo man it aimy at
toning-up man io the standard. Why
do incp | 50 frequently, overrate, them<
sclves spiritually - ‘Becausé they apply
a false tust.  Because they fail to make
‘their tives'square! with the true tést of
Ctiristlan’duty.'+In a:word they'fall to

*"Tea Vapee iead Lalore the stiayford Prevbpe

tery, T bifshed Uy request of l‘m!zyt\e‘ry.‘\;‘

cotpatcthemstives with'the divihie'lw,
Concluatons are tlght or-mohg'aec?:d-
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quite clear 10 an intelligent reader. In the meastrement,
It must be read in the bght of the:
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ing to the process by which weartive at
them,  Itls an casy matter to clevate
antsuves to 3 viay high spintual plane
when we adopt a false measnzg, Lot
a man choose his oxn weasure and he
can put htmself fust abow where be
plaases.  Tle might say: * U'm three
yards high,” if be used a twa-foot yard
Iut the process
13 wrong and con<cqguently the canclu.
ston is weong,  His legiimate bight
therefore would not be nine feet but
siv.  Any man might claim purfection
aficr this fashion. Judas naght have
claitned for himself at Jeast a respecte
able Christian standiog. A boy unaceus
toemed to the use of carpentet’s tools sets
to sark to planc 2board, He works hard
and finally comes to the conclusion that
he Las made a splendid job of it.  He
runs his incaperenced eye down it and
pronounces 1t perfsct.  An older and
morecxperieaced mechaniccotnes along
and advises him to test the correctness of
bis work. '‘1fow shall T do i12” saysthe
boy. *Apply the straight vdge,” says
the mechanic, Down gocs the straight.
¢dye, and to his astonishment he finds
that rats could run between it and the
board. 'The straight.cdge did two
things. It took the cancels out of the

his work. ‘T'here is nothing like an
honest test.  Women ate generally
good housekcepers.  Many of them
are scrupulously clcan and exact, Some
take a special but mistaken interest in
the principal room of the house, The
doots ate shut, the shutters arg closed,
the blinds are drawn down, and so it
stands—it must be clean for you rannot
see any dust atound anywhere.  But is
it? No. How is the matter to be
tested? Very simply. Raise the
blinds, open the shutters and 1.¢ the
light in. Then you will soon learn
that you could write your name on
many of the anticles of furniturein the
room. Light never fails to sho-r-up
the dust, it is a grand thing to have
plenty of light.  All we need to arrive
at 4 just conclusion is a true test. A
true test intelligently and honestly used
will always secure a’ just conclusion.
Men into whose heads and beasts the
light of God's law has shined will be
the very last to claim perfection.
(To d¢ comtinued.)

LY (K
AS TO CANDIDATING. {1

some strong and eminent men,

certain churches, it yet seems Jikely
that the practice of chcasing a minister
from & number of candidates will con-
tioue.  No doubt it is a monification
for a candidate to be rejected. It
shubs his vanity and humiliates his
pride. Well, what if it does? This
may vot be the worst thing in the
world for him. On the contrary, it
may do him immense good, proving,
it properly considered, 2 much needed
taeans of grace, and teaching him cer.
tain lessons of adaptation in making
the truth more clear and cfective.

Here is a pant of the diseipline of
lite to which men in all otber profes.
sions and tradey are subjected; znd
why thould the minister refuse to take
his shate? Everywhere else outside of
the pulpit, thu of usefulness are
saught—sought by persanalapplication,
by letters of introduction, by calling in
the aid of friends, and by exhibiting a
record of good wotk done. Merchants,
lawyers, doctors, mechanics, have often
to try hard to attain a commending
potition ; and often, too, they have to
endure whatever humiliation and dis.
appointment there may be in (ailing to
get the position they aim for, No man
can tun towasds the goal of enlarged
infAuence and power without fiading
himseif sometimes tripped and thrown
into the dust much to his temporary
chagrin, not to say ditgust. Dut is he
to give up, Jest he may experience an
occasional  defeas ? r. James W,
Alexander, as quoted by Mr. Williams,
had certainly a better thouglt when he
sald: “1 am convinced that in the
sight of God iny declining to Preach as
a candidatc bas often been a sinful
tribute to my own pride.  We ought to
be as willing to seck & place ot labour
for Christ, as the peoplc to scek our
scrvices.  This is my serious opinlon
after having acted on the other and
wotldly plan.”

The quéstion ought not, however, to
be decided by, the tastes, the likes or
dislikes of candidates, but solely by the
utitity of the mcthod, [t certainly
secnis unreasonable that & congregation
should be cxpecied to call for fheir
pastor 3 ‘man whom they have mever
scen nor heard.  He s 10 sustain ‘to
them the tenderest and dearest rela-
tlans gutside of the family citcle to be
found’ in life, e is 1o baptize and
marry theif children, to minister to their
sick and a4, to win them by voice
and maanct as well as by the truth'io
higher and noblér conduct, And they
are 10 feward him not ohly with'a life
suppoit, but’ with tevereace, afiection,
and* truthfulness. ~ Why then should
they not be alidwed to sce,his face,10
heat hit volce, and 10 judge for them-
selved whait manner of man he 15, and
whethér he iy adipied Y6 b usctol 'and

H

boy by revealing tke imperfections of
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NOTWITHSTANDING the: exsmplesol

AY 40, 1889,
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happy among them?  Fecquently Rt
happens that a minister 13 exactly fitted
fo one field of Jabour, bt net m all
fn. anothier ; and this fitness can hest
be detenmined by bringing him and
a "opte togethe. as preaches and hear-
ers, and sull funbee by sume personsl
ar d social intrcontse,

The difficutty (n the svstem of can.
-dating ics rather in ity abuse than in
st tue uee, B is, for exatple, a gross
almge of the sysium, and a grear in
jutice to nmisters for A congregation
te get a list of fiy or & hundred pose
shilerandidates, and ihen to gothrough
u » entite Mst before attesnpting 10" de.
c1ie on 10y enc of then.  ‘This is apt
te end in divislons and suifes, and
ofen, moicover, in the final calling,
h it In despair of some inferior and il
asapted person whom in the outsct the
1 ‘ople would have summarily rejected,
Awain, §t is an abuse of the system to
ad ept an entire stranger who may have
r wnaged to thrust himsclf before 2
cburch, and whose one cr two scrmons
nlmy have caught the fancy of certain
ilfluential, vr ven domineering mem.
birs.  In every casethe candidate’s re-
cord vhould be in.quited into, and al)
die vafeguatds taken as to his previous
cBaracter, his fidelity lo duly, his pru.
dince, and tact, his pastoral abilities
and adaptations, his contectation to his
great work and likelihood of success in
the new and unttied Geld, Under
these restrictions It iz safe to conclude
that a cuatom, whivh has been so long
téated, and which in the gezat majority
of ci scs has issued in good results, de-
scrves a further lease of existence,.—
Christian at Work.

RECONSTRUCTING THE CON.
GREGATION.

WHen Mr, Lincoln was entering Lp-
on his duties as President, and when
neatly every branct of the government
had been organized, as his political
party thought, ~-.g, he still said that
“ he pro| to run the machine as
be found it.” As a fact, that machine
nevet got 30 much reconstructing as it
did during bis administration. No
change, however, was made by him,
ceps woder the pressure of manifest
.Jur the purposes he had set

It, is not ordinarily wise
«Jn; gaking hold of & new
to-asrume that whatever-is,

wrong.,. -If a machine has run well,
and does good work for many years, it
has a strong presumption in nts favour.
‘The pastor who. ¢nters upon & new
field with the assumpiion that his
Eredeczuo: with his whole heart sought

ad methods, and the people with
villing minds took to them, and they
both were instigated thereunto by the
devil, should recollect that some day
he, too, will have a successor, By sc
much as that successor would be mis.
taken in judging of him as above, by
so much, also, is he probably mistaken
in judging as above of hit own

sdecessor.

Tradition says that Charles the Fifth,
in his old uge, after his life-long struzgle
1o make Luther and the Pope, his
Spanith subjects, and bis German
electors and pecpla think alike, tried,
after his abdication of the Gernan
throne, to make two clocks run pre-
ciscly together. Those who have never
ttied that task might be a3 much sur.
prised as the old Emperor at its difficul-
ties; and might be profited by armiving
at his conclusions ently in life. *1f 1
cannot make two machines agree, why
should 1 hope to make men's minds?

It 's the misfortune of ministers and
politicians, that disagreements toward
them, on the part of a considerable
minofity ol their congregations and
constituencies, make their present posi-
tion very embarrassing, il not wholly un.
tenable in future. Reasonable patience
is therefore necesaary, with those
people in the congtegstion or constitu.
ency who refuse to. be reconstructed.
Many of them, if l¢t alone, will get on
very well indeed in their unreconstruct.
ed state. - They may be entiecly. willing
to let others hold  different opinions
from their own, if these others will let
them enjoy their private -opinions,
The moment, however, cither pastor or
politician undertakes to compel thém
to surrender their personal tonvictions
lo othets, the stubborn element (very
large in all of us& takes control; and
that means an obstinate fight on tha
part of both, I¢ the Sabbathachool
supetinténdent s efficicatly maiaging
his school, the pastor way not imprave
matters by. undertaking. to seconstmct
him, . I{ the trustces -arc efticicully
managing the propenty, the,pastor will
not generally succeod in reconstructing
them, so.long as the people, arc satis.
fied.  1f the,womea. arc,  cfficiently
doing theit work, it, will be wise for the
pastor to * help those women,” instead
of underiaking 1o reounstrugt them..,

Al this, “however, applics only to

]

oven in regar

mattery of measurable indifference, and Lyery - geatifying, and deocent, . sttentive
does not require & pastor 1o give his] and szverent congregations of Asiatics
assent, eitheraxplichly or imphcitly, to] might .be, seen- Sabbath aftet Sabbath
pogitive p,r_,ag‘ftp_sivg evils,  And yet, | worshipping the tric God... Miss Black.
e to thesc, unlcys alpastor | adder dwelt but lightly; and in 2.some-
is supponted by his church officert gnd ! wbat humotots vein, on the difficultics

Wuorg No 231

and trials of the missionary’s tife, but
no onc of any imight could comdude
jthat their trals are cither few or irsig-
nificant, The chimate, the strain of
the work, the depresung and often 1e¢.
pulsive surroundings, the low oral
atmosphere, ali makel.e oy drafisupen
wind, body and suul, and an gecasional
fulough becom 3 2 necessity,  The
kope was expiessed  that same one
would be faund with caurage enough to
take Mr, Knox:Wiright's place at Couva

We understand it is  Miss  Black.
addet’s desire and  oxpeetation Lo
12tutn very shotlly to Tunidud.  ‘The
fticnds she has made in Toronto will
assurcdly follow her with their praycrs
and affectionate intercst.

ENGLISH PRESHYTERIAN

a decided body of the Influential any
pious peopie of the church, his effonps
at reconstruction will probably only
terminate fn his own cjection. It will
prewy cenainly termninate fn his :{cct!m\
if hie vndertakes to drive them by the
threat of his resignation. He had
hetter 1ot fssue any manifestoes cone |
taining an ultimatun, 1€ had bateer
tesign fiest, and assign  his scasons
tierefor e the benefit of hiy siarcessor.
—~lnlerior,

-
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Mission Work,

MISS BLACKADDER,

Tur many fiends of Mist Black.
adder, of ‘T'rinidad, will be glad to
know that she is so f(ar restured 10

ri

health as to be ablc,_wi_thin the past MISSIONS.
week, to speak to the fadics at some of THE ANNUAL RETORT.

the Toronto Auxiliarics of the W, 1,
M.S. Her addresses have poduced
a wmost favourable impression. Muss
Dlackadder possesses in a matked
degree the quality of directness of
speech, and was able to give her audi-
ences a very vivid idea of mission life
ang work imiong the Coolies, 2nd also,
by a few skilful touches, to present a
striking portrait of the Coolie himsclf,
physically and mentally. ‘Fhe life of 2
missionaty among these people is onc
of hard, practical toil, and though
brightened with many encouragements
and compensations not found in the
farger and ote remote fields, tequires
unwearied patience, faith and energy
on the pact of the messengers of Christ.
It {s only by pationt continuance on
their pant, under the Divine blesying,
that results of a sutisfactory nature are
to be expected. The material is of the
crudest nature,  Miss Blackadder said
she had never met with the hungering
snd thinsting for the Word of Truth,
which was sometimes referred 10, On
the contrary, it was extremely difticuit
to make a beginning in winning the
sttention of the Hindus “Your
Gods (meaning the three persons of
the Godhead) are well encugh for the
English, ours are the best for us”
The sophistries and casuistry of the
Hindu mind are a strong barrier against
the reception of Christianity, and these
characteristics seem to pervade the
mce. In pine cases, out of ten, the
sttendance at the schools.began from
8 selfish ot grasping motive, ‘The ides
of the work of the “missionary “being
one of pure benevolence never seems
to enter their thoughty. * How much
does the Queen give you for makiog &
convert ¥ By and by, however, under
pensistent kindness mingled with judi.
clous firmness, and tbe daily lineup-
onine of Christian instruction, the
light dawns upon the darkened soul,
and the poor Hindu awakes one day to
s sease of ain and & desire for a better
life and & better worship than the jdola.
try and superstitions of his forefathers.
The value of some kind of general
preparation, and also of theological
training for young women contemplat.
ing foreign mission work was dwel.
upon. Many go out from the shelter
snd pure atmosphere of a Christian
home not only innocent but to a large
extent ignorant of the evil that is in
the world through sin, and the shock
of contact with the depravity of
beathenism s very great; not onlg
this, but the subtleties of argument wit

which Christian teaching is met render
it very desirable that the preacher of
a new doctrine should be hirified by
study of the various phases of Lelicf,
othetwise she may _Rpcnt belpless at a
critical momeny, e educationa) part
of the work in Trinidad was presented
in a most interesting manner, In
antwer to the question, " Are there
many relapses into heataenism 2, Miss
Blackadder said she was glad to be able
to state that she did vot knaw of any ;
on the contrary, cases had occurred
where the missionaries had received
applications for baptism and admission
to the Church from thuse who, Ia the
eacly days of the Mission, had attended
the schools, but vho through. circuni
stances had drified away and . been
lost sight of complctely for atime, but
in whose heans the good sced had
Iain for ' years-and had taken such
firm root &8 to lead them back ta the
friends and teachers of thelr childhood,
and better than all to the Lord Jesus:
Both Hindustani . and English- aré
taught.  Without the study of English
in the schools no Government aid would
beobtained. This renders the obstacles
in the.way of r, novice Jess formidable,
A teacher or preacher can be of yome
use immedialely, and does hot need to
wait until the language it mastered
before' making a beguaning:  Ninety
per.cent. of the children in attendance
at the mission schoolsabandon hezthen.
isra, and' turn out respectable, - intelli-
gent Christian- people.  The change
wrought in places where the good work
has been going omior & long time was

Irastthe Reporton Foreign Missions,
submitted at the recent meeting of the
Synod of the Fanglish Tresbyrerian
Chusch, by Rev. Wm. S. Swanson, In the
unavoidable absence of Mr. Hugh M,
Matheson, the Convener, we make rome
extracls j—

“In China and India; Total congre.
gations orgenized, 43; not yet organe
1ized, 84. Native pastors, cntirely sup-
poried by their own congregations:
Amoy, 6 ; Swatuw, 2;t0tal, 8, Native
Evangelists : Amoy, 33; Swatow, 24;
Hak-ka Country, t1; Formosa, 16;
Singapore, 4; Rampore Bauleah, 2
total, 100, Theological Students : Amoy,
4 ; Swatow, 11; Hak-ka Countty, 6;
Formosa, 13 ; total 14.

“The Mission in Cbinaduting the past
y2ar has had its lights and shades its
disappointmcots and encouragements.
But its record has been, as previously,
one by which we are made thankful
and hopeful, It is now at such a stage
that its annals from year to year are
simply those of consolidation and ex-
tensfon. Its base I8 a mative Chuech
fully organized, and its methods as well
as ils operations are almost identical
with those at home. We have passed
the initial suFes, and we are now fac.
ing new colnd tions. '{;?e n;tire Church
gives us a leverage which, by the power
of the Spirit of God, is rod’ucingp;;n
results, and whichm &Nﬂm
duce still greater, 3
iz growing, and al¥
the native Churcli'y
sound and healthy, ;:
tional methods axe"t WMTHERE ;
ouf Medlcal Mission is an increasing
force ; and our ladies' work is leaving
its mark unmistakably on the young, i
sending {ts healthy, purifying influence
into the homes of the Christians, and
is reaching the women of China in a
way open only to itself From Hai.
nad in the south te¢ Manchuria in the
notth, from the scaboard on the east to
the mountain-fastness in the west, the
pioneers have gone. Christianity is
growing visible. China has been pro-
jecting itself into the plane of power
among the nations. In & peculiar way
it is slowly allowing an entrance to
Western light, and at the samne time
trying to preserve the old ways. The
task is 3 difficult one. QOur native
Church must be wisely and prudently
led, and an abundant outpouring of
God's Spirit must be asked.

5 In regard to finance, the Committee
have been enabled to close their year
with practically no adverse balance.
The weakness of our staff in Formose
has been a ciuse of great anviety to the
Committee. The burden thus r:id oh
the hrethetn there was tnore than they
could bear, The Committee feelethat
this state of matters cannot be atiowed
to continue, and ¢o thy have resolved
1o send out an ordained missionary to
that centte.  Mr. Campbell, who has
been home on furlough, has, during his
stay in this country, been preparing
work for the blind of a valuable kind,
and alto published the Gospel of Mat-
thew in an old -dialect of one of the
aboriginal tribes: £This trans!zifon was
prepared by one of the eatly Dutch pas-
tors who labouréd in Formosa when the
iland was héld by his countrpmen.
In the scveral ‘centtes in Chins, our
work has been carried on under the
evangelistic, pastoral, medical, and edu.
cationtl departments.

*The Malistics for the year 1888,
shbw, Torthe several centres of Amoy,
Swatow, Hak-ka, Formosa, and Singa
pote the follawing totals :—Conniuni.
canfs, to 315t December, 1887, 3,520;
adulis baptised in 1388, 175 ; receised
‘o communion haying been baptised
in infancy, 14, received by centificate,
23 3 testored to comimunion, 21 ; sbs-
pended in 1888, st died in 1388, 97 5
gous tlsewhere, 1373 communicants
315t December, 1888, 13,647 ;. children
baptised in- 1888, 1607 tutal haptised
children, 43,1243 mvmbérs under sus-
pension, 296 ; total membership, adults
ahd children, 0,016, With regard to
Anoy, the native 'Church: thite is éx.
tending itsclf in'a Vory Reatifymg wiy.
"The expensc of This cxterition is almost
entirely defrafed by, the lIEs ‘them-
sctves. To the 'south, the piospect is
bingbs’u.thw it has, been for a loug
time.




