THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

wanable 'to  distinguish  between men
203 pgods—that God had “ not lelt
Ahimself without witness,”” The same
aruth was repsated and enforced on
Mars' Hill, at Athens, when he urged
ron drigpolite hearers that God was not
* far from every one of us.” So, then
the ignorant and the learned are nter-
ested in knowing that 1in Him ¢ we
live, and move, and have our being.”
According to St. Paul, this is a very
practical fact. The * witness,” the
“¢signs " the proofs of His presence
“about our paths, our lying down and
rising up, our outgoings and incom.
‘ings, are God's spiritual approaches to
as through our observation. If we
wchoose, we can read the * signs of the
times,” So taught the Lord Jesus;
and, furthermore, He gave the Phari-
sees to understand that much of their
guilt as Pharisees was due to the fact
that they would not see these ‘‘signs.”
4 The sigus of the times,” therefore, are
a part of our Christian education—a
means of growth, a help to clearness
of judgment, an inspiration to effo.t,
and even as a cloud by day and a
.column of fire by night for our sure
guidance.

‘Whither are we moving? The
“gigns " very{ully show it. Looking
at the outer world—the world of na-
tional interests—we see plainly enough
that nations are nothing hke as self-
ish and as separate as they were a
<century ago. Tradeis no longer the
means of national ahenation and dis-
«<ord that it was when Adam Smith
made the argument in the ** Wealth of
Nations ™’ that Jaid the basis of modern
s political economy.” The ocean is
qot what it was before the second war
of America with England. Germany,
smce-Sadowa, is a new Germany ; and
Italy, since Cavour’s genius gave her
2 new future, is a renovated Italy asto
idoas and impulses. Without an ex-
sception, all these amazing changes
_have been more or less in the interest
of a more hiberal and generous policy.
Internationahty has  become a far
more prominent principle.  Nations
have begun to feel themselves ¢ mem-
bers one of another.” Interests of
trade and commerce are now recog-
nized as mutual. Instead of the old
folly, that what one nation acquired
tvas at the expense of another, we now
know that inany right system- of ex-
change all parties are profited. This
ig a great step toward commercial
brotherhood. But is that all? Are
we only bartering American cotton for
foreign goods ? Are we merely send-
ing our wheat, tobacco, petroleum, to
the other continent, to bring return
cargoes of cloths, silks, wines? Nay;
this is only one side of the matter. The
transaction has a far deeper signifi-
cance. God's wisdom never lies on'the
outside of things. The earth has to
be opened, and her dezp bosom laid
bare, before we get her iron, coal, and
other treasures ; and so too we ust
go bencath externals to find the im-
port of divine realities. Nations are
drawing closer to one another, that
they may share common sentiments
and impulses. The enlarged inter-
course brings fellowship of.thought
znd feeling, and this fellowship, though
at first earthly, prepares the way for
something beyond. * That was not
first which is spiritual, but that which
is natural; aad afterward that which is
spiritual.”

Just now is the * afterward " which
we are anxious for our readers to con-
template. Already this divine *after-
ward ' is in clear view, right before us,
plain and tangible. The * signs of the
times ” have begun their glorious ful-

filment, showing beyond dodbt that-
the spread of the gospel is the grand,
fact Y6 which all these indications’
point! - On philogophic grounds, -this:

conclusion is warranted ; on Christian

'»grounds, it is inevitable.

If so, our
iduty»in respect of missions has a very
wwide foundation, and multiplics its
tmotives from -various:sources. In part
it takes up.into itself the abligations to
our own civilization and that of human-
ity, It has a national and interna-
tionalinterest. Every bag of cotton,
every bushel of wheat, every shipload
of goods, has something to say in
favour of missions ; but infinitelyabove
il these are the words of the Lord
Jesus: “ Go ye, therefore, and teach
all nations.” * All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.” The
world is mine, says the Lord Jesus,
about ascending to heaven. *“Go ye,"
and bring it to me—bring it to the
throne of my service and to the arms
of my blessednegs. * All power is
given unto me.” My providence shall
prepare your way. I will open doors
which no man can shut. “In carth”
you will see the ¢ signs of the times,”
and they are my ‘“signs.” Hear my
voice in them, see my hand in them,and
then * Go ye” and obey.—Exchange.

-

INTERNATIONAL S. S. LESSON.
Sunday, Aug. 7.

The Passover. Ex. xii. 1-14. B. C,

1401,

Gouprx Texr, 1 Cor iii. 7.
Passover, is sacrificed for us.
Commit vs, 11-13.

IXTRODV'OTION AND CONKEOTION.

We pass ovor four chapters intervening
batween our last lesson and this. In thess
wo find recorded the successive instances of
Pharnoh's hardening his hrart against God's
just demands, and of eight successive
plagues that wero sent u&)on Egypt, each of
which had proved powerless to break down
his pride aud obstinacy. It s with the last,
in connection with which Israel, asanation,
were taught their first great lesson of salva-
tion through blooed, that we now have to do.

LESSON NOTKS.
(1.2.) Andthe Lord spake—probably kad

Christ our

and 12j, in order that all the families of
Israsl might be prepared—saymng; ks
smonth (Abib—ch. iii. 4—corresponding to
o portion of our March and April) skall beto
yoss the beginning of months—the first month
of the year. Tho beginning of the year

Tiarn, corresponding to a part of our Sep-
tember; consequently the occlesiastical
year would commence un the seventh month
of tho civil year. The Jews bave kept up
this two-fold reckoning—the civil year from
Tisri; the ecclesiastical from Abib.

(3, 4.) Intke tentk day of this month they
shall take to them every man a lamb (or
kid, v. 5)—=a lumb for an house,—that is,
one for every honschold sufficiently large to
consumo it.  But if the household be too
lithie for the lamb. let Rim and his neigh-
bour, &2, &+c. This paschal lamh was a

o0 of ‘Christ ; hence no more life was to
be sacrificed than was necessary to meet the
requirdments of the case.

8.) Your lambd shall be wnthout dlemish.
As this lamb tygiﬁod Christ in whom there
was no taint or blemish, so the type must,
in this respect, bo perfect ;—compare Lor.
xxii. 20-25. A maleof the first year—{*a
son of a yocar”). Fomale animals were some-
times offered in sacrifice, but not in this
which was pre-eminently typical of the Son
of God. From the sheep or poats. Either
animal wasaccoptable—equally so, wo must
conclude—but the former was more fre-
quently chosen.

(G.) ¥Yeshallkecp it yp. That is, apart,
or separate from others. This lamb, as soon
as1t was chosen for sacrificini uso, was sep-
arated from 1ts follows. So God’s Lamb was
.scparate from sinners—sce Hob. vii. 26.
Until Il:t,l/our!etm/x day—that is, untl it
~was eacrificed—Lev. xxiii. 5. And the whele
assemdly shall kil 5t. In othor words, the
‘head, or ropresontativo of each houso in
whichit wescaten. There boing no regu-
larly constituted priesthood at thistime, the
‘heads of Inmilios or houzoholds were to act
for'thusowhom thoy ropresented. Jr 2he
‘evenirg—ot ' botween the two ovenings,”
<thit 1s, any time botween twelve nvon
aud thn and of- twilight. Tho affernoon, or
the timo ‘belweon noon and sunset, was
rackoned tho first cvening of the day,. and
$hAL botwden sunset and datk tho secomd

evening.

spoken some days previous (compare va. 3 )

had, previous to this, boun reckoned from |

(7.) And they shall take of the blood (care-

fully collected for this purpose), and strike
¢t (sprinklo it from & hyssop branch) oy the
lwo .r:‘:ltdﬁo.rl.r and on the upper door-post
(tho head-pieconbove the door) of ke houses
wherein they skall eat 1t. 1t is not likely
that all the Israelites lived in houses at this
time. In cases where they were in touts,
tho blood would be sprinkled at the sides
und above the entrances.

(8.9.) They shall eat the flesh. Safe, be-
hind and beneath the blood, thoy should
eat of the flosh of the victim. The blood
typities the blood of Chrat by which atone-
ment for sin is made. Eating the flesh typi-
fies the partaking by faith of the body of
Chirist, 5(:\‘; ¢ Bread of Life "—(John v,
b1, 57.) JIn that night, oven while tho
sword of divine justice was abroad in the
land of Egypt, there should be It:?'lll, and
:q/'e{y, aud sustenance in the dwellings of
God s prople.

Roast with fire. The Isralites usually
boiled flesh for eating. This necessmtatod
the division of the animal mnte parts. In
this case, the body was to be kept entiro—
not eaten raw, nor sodden with wwater, but
roasted with fire, his head, with his legs, and
the purtenance thereof, thut is, whole. Com-
paro v. 46 with John xix,36. 133/ unleav-
ened bread.  Leaven is a symbol of evil 5 1t
also implies corruption and decay. Unleasy-
ened bread was used becauso of the necus.
sary haste with which their preparations
had to be made ; but this is tho smallest
reason. It is utype, and holds in itself a
two-fold meaning.  First, it typifies Christ’s
own body which was s0¢ fo sec corruption
secondly, Christ's body, the Church, which
is to be holy by the putting away of sin.
(Heb.ix. 26 ; 1 Cor. v. 7, 8). Bitter herbs.
The literal reasun of this waould probably,
could we discover it, bo found in some cur.
rent usage or custom ; theZvpica/ rerson is
that the bitter herbs ropresent te suzfersngs
of Chrast, tirst, 1 His own body, and second-
ly, in His body the Church. £at 2ot of 2t
raw, &, ; but roasi with fire. Christ’s
body must pass through the fire of divine
justico before it could become food for the
believer’s faith ; this is the ¢ypical reason
for roasting the body of the lamb ; the /Ziz-
eral, is the neccssary haste with which it
was to bo done, as a part of their prepara-
tion.

(20.) (If possible) let nothing of st remasn
untsl morning , and that whik (unavoud-
ably) remarneth of it, ye shall burn with
fire. It was a very sacred emblom ; and if
any of it should remain, it might, on the
one hand, be treated with sdolatrous rover-
ence, or, on the other, bo cast out as value.
less, and 8u be treated with conwempt.

commnand to depart camo ; and thev sug-
gest the strengih, protection, support. aud
eagerness, of thoss whowill run the Chris-
tian race successfully.

(12.) 7 will pass through the land of
Egypt this night, &¢. God here forwarns
Israol of what He is about to do. Hitherto,
His judgments had been directed against
the ¢ mfort. or security of the Egyptians ;
now since theso had all been resisted, they
wory to fall upon themselves and their gods.
The most excellent, or those porsons an
animals held in most esteem, many of the
latter regarded as gods, were to fall before
the God of Isvacl. If neither the godsof
the Egyptians nor the first born ot their
families could stand before the power of
this great God, what hope wus there for any
person or any thing.

(13.) The blaod shall be to you a tokes,
&e2, that is, a sign that thoso upon whose
d\vo’llings it was found, had wolunfarsly

laced themselves under the protection of
god, by sccopting His own provision.

Tho Israclites wero not compelled to placo
themselves under the blood. They had the
choice to do it, or perish with the Egyptians.
This is protisely tho position of tho sinner
who refuses salvation through the blood of
Christ.

(14.) This dayskall be to you for amenor-
fal. A feastof momory. Ye shall keep it a
Jeast to the Lorid—by an ordinance forever,
that is, in this form until Ohrist, tho true
Passover, should be offered afterwards, s
suggested by Paul—1 Cor. v. 7, 8.

SINFUL JESTING.

A sense of the ludicrous 'was given
to.man for some wise purpose, and is
not to be eradicated. Like other parts
of our nature, it is -capable of perver-
§ioh, ihd its perversion may cause

much harm.

\11.) %tk lans guded, with shoes on, | MEN.
with staffin hand, and s haste. These pre- , passage from the Eible 1s often made
parations were to be made, in order that o court a grin.
there might not bo a moment lost when the | treating God’s solemn and holy word

|

q | watch unto prayer.

There is * a time to laugh.” There
is such a thing as an innocent jest. “A
merry heart doeth good lik~ a medi-
cine.” Austerity and gioom are not
the characteristics of piety. But while
pleasantry and laughter are lawful at
proper times, it is ¢evident they are to
be sparingly indulged in. The Scrip.
tures are adapted to the nature of man;
hence their varied contents are ad-
dressed to the varied elements of hu-
man nature. Man's conscience, his
sense of indignant wrong, his sym.
pathy for scrrow, ase addressed; but
no passage 1n all the Bible 1s addressed
to man’s sense of the ludicrous. There
are examples of irony, but not of wit.
This fact would indicate that the
mirthful faculty is o ‘he sparingly ex-
ercised,

The abuse of this faculty promotes
habits of levity which are unfavourable
to serious thought and devotional
feeling. We believe that a keen sense
of the ludicrous is often possessed by
men of great capacity of thought, but
an habitual laugher is not an habitual
thinker. Levity and profound thought
are incompatible. Much less are
levity and true devotional feehng com-
patible. No one could pass from read-
ing the works of Dickens, or from the
circle of wit and laughter to the
prayer-meeting. Christians should be
serious. They have serious business
todo, there are serious scenes before
them, and they have a serious account
to render.

The frequent exercise of this faculty
leads to foolish jesting. Attempts at
wit often result in folly. Rudicule and
sarcasm are produced to the pain of
those who are made the subjects.
Anger and deadly hate often follow a
foolish jest. Contempt is harder to
be borne than injury; more strifes
have resulted {rom foolish jesting, than
from acts of inflicting physical loss or
pain.

Sinful jesting follows foohish talking.
All folly 15 of the nature of sin, but
sinful jests are of a heinous kind. Im-
purity of thought often composes the
staple of sinful jests. This is a species
of wit sometimes indulged in by good
The ludicrous application of :a
Is this nght? Isit
with due reverence to pervert it from
its meaning and cause that to produce
a laugh which was perhaps designed to
extort a sigh? Isit not grieving the
Spirit to trifle with His utterance?

While Christians should not, there-
fore, assume a sour, repulsive gravity,
while they should rejoice with those
that rejoice, they should be sober and
No man ever
utters a sinful jest while he is mn a
praying frame.—Baltimore Presbyter-
an.

SIX BIBLE NAMES.

Say them over a good many times,
until you can remember them and the
order in which they are given.

Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Solomon,
Christ, fohn. Repeat them again, and
then leam the following bit of Bible
chronology:

1. From the time Adam was created,
until the time Enoch was translated, was
a thousand years.

2. From the time Enoch was trans-
lated, until the time Abraham was born,
was a thousand years.

3. From the time Abraham was born,
until the time Solomon dedicated the
temple, was a thcusand years.

4. From the time Solomon decdicated
the temple, until the time Christ was
born, was a thousand years.

5. From the ‘timé Chyist was bom,
until the time John died, &as a thousand
years. ’

Thus the Bible history, of forty-one
hundred years, may be divided.



