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Hon, Chas. Fitzpatrick
on Canada’s Fosition.

nutoenumy
arnadn

lamed by the  peaple ot
Twa dewttd fafer acomplain

Pty despatth from the Luke of Ney

sestle drew fom the Casadtan Privs

- Coundit

(CONTISURY bHOM PAURTIRER)
shall not be subdeet o oany higher o
other tmport dutles than the produee
of the 1 nited Kingdom of ciregt e
ain and Ireland or of anv other coun-
try of the Nke kind, noyr shall the ex
portati . from those c¢olonles or pus
scesions 10 the Zullverein be subject tu
any higher o1 uther duties than the
exportatl n tu the United Kyngdom*

Lotd Ripon, In his sdespatch inocon
nedlion with the ottawa Conference,
thus sumwarizer the opinfon of the
Britlsh law offtoors ar to e effect of
these articles in the Ueigian and Gev-
man treaties =—¢l) They do  not pre-
vent differential treatment by the Ui
ted Kingdom in favoar of the British
colunien, 21~They du hut prevent -if-
ferentinl trontment by British colonlea
n favowr of eath veher. 13)-They do
not prevent differential treatment by
Britleh colonfes m favur of the tinl-

tcd Kingdom Amsuming  that  the
tieattes wete hunding upon  CAanada,
there was nu diaposition te guarrel

with the rorr ctness of the views here
laid down At the same time there
seenied grove  roasen  for  doubting
whetlier Carada was wmder dny con-
stitutional obligation to jespect treat-
les which had becn 1230 ned upen her
Without elther pr Sunsultation or
subscgquent conrens, I 8 un adma-
ted

PLINCIPLE

Eoax

©F CONSTITUTIONAL

LAW
that the power of the Crown to con-
clude treaties binding on Al com-
munities of British subjects 1s sub-
Ject to this himitation. that If they
Affect a tuxallon of the people, they
require the 1atification of Parliament.
In cvery such case the Leglslature of
& colony enjaytng responsible Qovern-
ment s entitled to ghve or withheld
Ity consent, and upon  that consent
the vulidity of the treaty to that ex-
tent, and Ba  far an it affecis  the
colony, must deperd  And let this be
remembered thut in the cage of w dls-
want colony the right of the Legls-
lature te devide whethir  the people
shall be subjieted ta new . harges or
flzcal 1estrictions fx vistly twooe im-
portant, end needs o be fm mole
Jeatounly safe-guarded than ean peesl-
Dbly by the cese In Greet ritaln. There
the comtrol of  Parieoent  over the
Ministry, over the men whe negotinte
treaties with forelgn pow-rs, s a lv-
ing ANd effective foree. white no vote
of o (olonial Parllament coulil unseat
them,  Years heforo the date of either
the German or Beigian treaty, Cun-
ada had achleved her fiscal Independ-
crce, and established an unchallenged
right to regulate her customs in the
interests of her own people, without
regard to tho wishes of the Parlfament
of Britain. And yet we have thls un-
dispuled fact that neither of the treat-
jen In question, though they place re-
strictlons upon the fiscal liberties of
the country, has cver recelved the rati-
fication or the sanction of the Parila
ment of Canada.

Let us examine thir question &
Jittlo more closely. The general pro-
poeftion that the prerogative of the
Crown to contract treaties which |
INVOLVE THE TAXATION OF TIIE

PROPLE

or what is the same thing, interfere
with thelr fiscal liberty, or thelr power
to manage their own customs, {8 sub-
dect 40 the limitation that such treat-
les depend for thelr binding effect upon
the sanction of the Parllament of the
people concerned, 13 too well establish-
od to need any lengthy array of au-
thorities in Its support. S8ir Willlam
Ansen, In his well-known work on the
Ccnetitution, puts the case thus:.—
“Tuis much appears t0 be certain,
that where & treaty either involves a
cherge on the people or & change In
the law of the land, it may be made,
but cannot be carried into eftect with-
out the sanction of Parilament. Such
treaties are therefore made subject to
the approval of Parliament and ar~
sul mitted for its approval before rati-
fication, or ratified under conditlon.
Such are treaties of commerce which
might require a change in the char-
acter or the amount of duties charged
on exported or imported goods.”

Todd, {n his work on Parllamentary
Government in the Colonles, lays down
the still more general proposition that
“ the Legislature in any colony I8 free
to determine whether or not to pass
1aws necessary to glve effect to a
treaty entered into between the Im-
oerlal Government or any foreign pow-
er, but in which such colony har &
direct Intercat” Finally, in his da-
spatch to the Australian  Colonles,
Gated 19th April, 1572, Lord Kimberley
says :—'“Her Majesty’s Government

A DIRCLARNVTION oF
Ihin whele  BULJat whieh hiaw
sever Shice bee dochallenged  ownd oo
decinlve the position of Canada at
S tme Bt wiE sufll ¢ fo guete the
tolov ing passage - 8 -Qavermnent
would be entirely  anmbnatal i the
views uf the Imperinl Gosernne ot wero
tu he prefarred 1o those of the peuple
of Canadn It fn therefore the duty
of the prodent oo rnmest dintdnedy
1 AMim the right of the Canadian
Legisluture to adjust 1the taxation of
the peopie In the way they deem best
wien it 1t zhould unfortunatety nap-
Mu e meet the disapproval of the
Impering Minlstry.  Her Majesty can
pot b advised to disallew such acts
upless her advisers are prepared to
assime the administrption of the af
fuirs +f the eoluny, Irrespective of the
views af it inhabitants.”  That he-
e the joelthon of Cannda years be-
fire either of the treatles under dig-
toh Wile hegotinted, It would seem
ta folfow that the dlauses Umiting her
treal Hiberty are roadly binding, they
e uperative heotuge 1he prerogative
o the ¢ fuown enableg it to put charges
upon the popls of @ self-governing
colony withont the copcurrence or as-
st of ite Parllament.

The poeition of Canada will appear
still Rtronger It we contrast 1t with
THI: CASE OF THE AUSTRALIAN

COLONIES.
In thelr Constitution Acta there used
to be & clag®e cxpressly forbldding
them 10 grant  preferential treat-
ment to any power, it such privilege
wag ut varlance with any treaty con-
cuded by Her Majesty. Why was
that specific enaciment necessary if
the same object was already attained
by the general principles of constitu-
tional law ? It Canada without such
o prohibition elause was still prohi-
bited. this dause in the Australlan
acts  was mere ldle surphuruge. Then
nate that it was to this clause and
this clause alone, that Lord Kimber-
1ey appeaied in his deapatch of April,
172, when replying to the claim of
the Australlan colonles
the German treaty. Admitting in the
frankest powsible way thai the consti-
ttional 1ight of the Queen o enncjude
treatles Linding on all parcts of the
Fmplie 8 aubject o the dlscretion of
the British or of the Colonlal Par-
Hlame uts, as the case might be, to pass
eny laws n-cessary to bring them Into
upetation Le puinted out that in the
s of the Uerman treaty no Aus-
tiahan  Act was required jnasmuch
ax the Australlan culunles were already
prohibited Ly their Constitution Acts
fiom the giving of preference or the

RIOHTR

on

of duties inc wi*th
Her Majesty's treatles with forelgn
powers.  When, therefore, Lord Kim-

beriey contined himscif to saying that
in the case of the Oerman treaties no
! was

| the treats unye st

fononlt futee boen b the other cose
S e nding theh o thods of paching
Tlon weetun ro choar that duripg th
coonxalon o Parlinment the oppon-
Tz of the tovirnment Were reduced
W quoting thy waids of the erman
treaty  fnd ausbsting that they  must
be takeh t their mewe ilaal sense
nt oany ofe of abswidiy or violepce
L commoen gense They 1ecalied that
* the produco of
the Stutes of tho Zollvereln shall not
he abject to any higher dutfes than
the producs of the United Kingdom.

and argued that o» under the resolu-
tlon wd g matier of fact, British goodr
would be der I with lower dutles than
the produce of tountries which Aid net
camply with the conditions  of the
Reciprocal Tariff. the ticaty would be
violated To these lteral gentlemen
it mattered not at all that it derman
merchants continued upon the old and
higher scale {t was solely becau<e thelt
Government declined to tako the steps
which would entiite them to the low-
er.  To further illustrate our posttim,
tauke thin  hypothesis—suppose  that
both Englamnd and Germany weie in
the hablt of exporting large quanti-
tles of wall papers to Cabpada, and
that w- dedided to Impose a prohibl-
tory duty on all wall-papers, in the
manufacture of which arsenlcal col-
ouring had heea used. The fact (hat
such a duty would be linposed for
sanitary 1earons I8 absolutely lrrele-
vant to the argument.  Nr w If {t hap-
pened that Germany had vractically a
maonopoly of these arsenically-coloured
wall-papers, would It b® open to her
Government to  complaln  that  the
treaty had been violated because In
fart the manufactures of Germany
were not subjected to a higher duty
than those of Great Rritaln—and if
not, why not ? Germany ocould not
compicin, for this reason, that c¢x-
hypothes! the Canadlan legislation
had been perfectly impartial in its
application, and that It wail-papers
made In Germany were havd hit, the
manufacturery had the remedy In thelr
own hands, and had only to deaist from
the use of pulsonousa paints at once tc

to arregard |

stand on a footing of equallty with
their Britlsh rivals,
But while feeling obliged to set

forth the reasons for this bellet that
Carnada was not legally bound by the
Uerman and Relglan treatics, the Gov-
ernment fever conceaied from them-
relves that there were
GRAVE GROUNDS OF POLICY
which might probably constrain  the
| Imj erinl ¢ uthorlttes to difter from that
view, ur at leasl. to decliue ta glve it
effect.  In the same wav. while we
} did our hest to shape ou legislation
in such & way as to avold ralsing any
, yueatlon under the treaties, we knew
that the Home Government might he
i very unwilling to adopt an interprets-
tion of them which might confilct with
‘that of the German and Belgian au-
thoritles. It might well be, for in-
stance, that as betwesn England and
Canada, the treaties lacked that sanc-
tion and which was con-

¥
by rearon of the clause in the Constl-
tution Act, it may be fairly Inferred
that in the atmence of such a clause,
as In the casc of Canade, ratlfication
by the Colonlal Legislature would
have been required.

1 have already stated that it was
the destre of Sir Wiifrid Laurler and
hir colieagues to cause ns little em-
La-ressment to the Howme GCovern-
ment as possible and to follow the lne
of least resistance. It is obvious that
wuch friction would Le saved it the
ohject we had in view could be at-
tained without ralsing
whether or not the two treatles were

stitutionally necessary to make (hem
binding against the Dominfon, but
how would that concern a foreign
power? What officlal cognizance
could Germany take of the intricate
constitutional relations between Great
Britair and her great co oy ?  The
question whether or not the assent
of the Parliament of Canada was ne-
cessary to bring into force the clauees
in the treaty that concerned her was
a purely domestic issue The power
of making iseaties is vested in the
Crown alone, and to the Crowr and

binding on Canada. A
resolution as It was finally presented
to Parllament was In these words :i—
“Trat when the customs tariff of any
country admits the products of Can-
ada, on terms which, on the whole
are as favourable to Canada as the
terms of the reciprocal tarift hereln re-
ferred to, are to tho couatries to wi‘~h
1t may apply, articles which are in
the growth, produce, or {

the question | not & colony a foreign power would
look for satisfaction in the event of

dingly the | any of the 1
agreement. RBut don't Jet anyonc

Jump to the conclusion that, this be-
ing a0, it was an idle and irrelevant
thing to urge the constitutional ques-
tion as between Canada and the United
Kingdom. ‘That {ssue might have no
interest for a Cerman Chancellor, but
it had a very direct bearing upon the
question whether the treatics should
be In fact 4t is not tov

of such country, when imported direct
therefrom, may than be imported di-

! rect Into Canada, or taken vut of ware-

houee for consumption therein at the
reduced rates of duty provided In the
reciprocal tarift set forth in schedute
D

TRls on the face of it was a square
ofter made I[mpartially to all the
world.
THERE WAS NO DISCRIMINA-

TION.

tn favour of one power or against an-
other. It was simply as though Can-
ada had announced that she would
levy & lower rate of duties upon all
goods arriving, packed in & particular
scrt of crate, selected for the con-
venience of Canadian importers, Would
it have then been open to German

that the right

of the Jueen to conclude treaties bind-
ing on all parts of the Emplre, cannut
be queationed, subject to the aiscretion
©f the Perliament of the United King-
dem, or of the Colonial Parllaments,
48 the case may be, to pass any laws
wkich may be required to bring such
treaties into operation.’”
In the light of these

to that their Brit-
ish rivals were getting an unfair ad-
vanlage because they used the speci-
fied form of packing case, while they
themselves continued to use the clumsy
old crates ..eir fathers had been ac-
customed to? The instant answer
would have been that the benefit 0f the
lowered duties was confined to no par-
ticular 1 but- was open to

13
becomes apparent that the issue s
narrowed down to tho Question :—
Had Canads In 1M3 and 1M§ such &
measure of flscal independence, such
liberty to regulate het own custome
that the prohibition clauses of the Bel-
sian and German treaties Were such an
infringement of her rights as to re-
quire the sanction of her Parliament ?
As far back as 1854, Canada mucoess.
fully ssserted her right to establiah
reciprocal trade relations with a for-
eign power, and to grant to that pow-
r commercial advantages denled to
the United Kingdom. The Imperial
Customs Act of I1M7T stll further
strengthened the position of flscal

all whe would take the trouble to pack
in the required way. The Canadiun
resolution acted in precisely the same

much to say that {t was the decisive
Influence which turned the scales, and’
secured the emancipation of Canada
from the bonds that vexed her. And
however cogent the reasoning by which
we might support the contention that,
even binding on us, the treaties were
not Infringed Ly the new reciprocal
tarift, the fact remained that Ger
many took another view and had fn-
deed officlally protested before the mat-
ter had been considered LY the law
officers of the Crown. To have in-
sisted on the correciness of the Cana-
dian view thercfore would have meant
a grave misunderstanding between the
contracting powers, and undoubtedly
exprosed British commerce to repri-
sals In the future leglslation of Ger-
nany. Obviously it would have bean
more courteous and inore In accord-
Aance with diplomatic usage. for Great
Britaln to get rid of the diffculty
simply by giving the usual notice to
terminate the trevties—It was mnore
civil, and it came (0 the same thing
in the end.

Froin & Canadian paint of view that
was & consummation most devoutly to
be wished for. We should have been
content to succeed in creeping through
the treaties, but we all felt that it
‘wculd be infinitely more satisfactory
to sev use her right to

w and a4

ate upon national lines. It offered
luwer Qutles, not to those who con-
sulted Canadian convenlence by pmck-
ing well, but to thowe whose Govern-
ments granted to Ca

FLING IT TO ALL THE WINDS.
It it was » chotos of eveding the treaty
or ending it, all Canada was for end-
Ing 1t. Of coursé we knew that our
had been trying to

go0da On terms &s fuvourabie a3 those
oftered by Canada. It happens that
tfRe British tari® satisties the ocondi-
ticns under which the reduced duties
may be claimed, and that the German
tariff does not; but 1t wae just as open
to the German peopie to share in the
advantage of rectifying their tarift, as

set this done, trying they told ue In
the House for an eighth of a oentury,
and fn vain. On all hands we wens
wmet with dlsmal prophecies that our
proposals’ were certain to be disaltow-
ed by the representative of the Crown
an incompatible with treaties prised by
Great Britain, We lictened and knew

Hoowda i cosmdTy Te auswaor b e
were contldent Dom the ingititmge that
iothe cane BINBL the rontiex waw
jut .airly tu tircat Britnin, and at the
wane Umo A defidlic p posal sas
mado—for all theso alxtcen yeails of
daliyisf with the quevtion the ton-
acrvatives had never gut as far as
that—our request would not be refus-
el We felt profty sure what the ge
*ult would e, when Johnny Bull unce
understood that it was vnty 2 thoman
teeaty, which would be ended at any
time, that barred the acceptance by
England of a signal mark of Canadlan
gud Wil which came accompanied by
opprtunittea for profit You know,
gentlemen, what happencd. thai  oer
cenfidence was not misplaced, and that
the treaties have disappearcd.  The
cmanupation of Canpda from the last
of her liscal fotlors has been
ACHIEVED RY THE LIlLERAL
PARTY.

For the first time fn the long story
of Britain, & foreign ireuty has been
wiped from the reeord at the direct
inviration of a Colonlal Parllament.
And 1f that does not in itrelt make
a new noch it eertainly  rhall mark
one In the gradual development and
grounth of the velatlons between the
sundcred Yot united communities
which together make up the Brittsh
Farpire.

1 need not

tell you that while
proud of vut achievement, and be-
lieving that the preferential  tarlft
would provs a substantial benefit to
the Mother Country, we never sup-
tosed that it was golng to eftect an
cconomle revolution or suddenly to
turn the tides of trade. Same have
recomtly been writing as though they
were under the impression tha. we
bad succeedsd in taking oft 25 per
cent. from the total cost of Britlsh
Rouds inatead of from a duty which
in a tiny fraction of that cost. We
had no such foollsh Iliuslons. We
loped that this slight tariff prefer-
cnce might do something to compen-
sute for the disadvantages of dis-
tance and to balance the natural pro-
tectior which thelr proximity to owr
bordera confers on the United tates.
We know that Canadian imports from
Great Sritain had fhown & declded
tendency to decreaxe, and we thought
that tendency might b checked,
and perhaps reversed. That 18 pre-
cigely what has happened

TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN,

1893, ....$107,228,908
1395 ... 92,888/
1198 . .. 337,185,947

During the laat fiscal year the new
tarit was in operation for some
monthe—and what do sve find?
71hat already the tendency to decrease
hax disappearcd, and that on the con-
trary the imports from Great Britain
hate increased by three million dol-
tars. But this quickened commercial
intercourse with Great Britain has had
another and stil more striking result.
Engtund hus reclprocated omr gond
Wil and met us more than half way.
White we have taken an extea three
milllon dollars worth of goods from
fer, she has taken an extra twetly-
four milllons from us. That war o
satisfactory but also a nutural ahd In-
cvitable result of the preferential
tarift. It was simply not possiblo thut
the eyes of the Dritish people should
be fixed upon Canada as they have
becn during the past year without the
gain of some new knowledge of the re-
scurces and producta of the Dominlon.
Thelr closer familiarity with what our
fields &nd mines can produce wax all
that wase needed to cxtend the com-
nercial relations of the two peoples
and to the exceeding advantage of
ixth: We all, Liberals and Con-
servatlves altke, ask for nothing bet-
ter than that this policy should be
Judged Ly its resalts,

The of &
tariff in favour of the Mother Coun-
ry was only one of the steps taken by
the prewent Government to draw the
Ues of the Emplre closer, and to taclll-
tate trade with the people moust willing
to deal With us. Much has been writ-
ten of that other messure of reform
in which Canada gave & lesd to the
rest of the Empire—the Imperial Penny
Poxt. It may be doubted, however,
whether the commercia), as distinguish-
ed from the polltioal, aspects of the
subfect have recelved the attention to
which they are entitled. That & heavy
postage rate Is A taX upon commerce,
und a drficvous com.nerclat disahility
t.. the peoples subjected to it, i too
obvious t0 be insieted upon. It acts

7

sdainAr theoat ihatane was g he dred
Poroaant ool s ¢ ansdlen dolss Lust
wean o the United Stntes bo b owijl)
the tthiey pedviuniage of seieticg and
fevening biters t le the weight that

wourd be wiluwed of b had e cope
fopan sk with foglant. Iu s vord,
Wn comparea With A Anwercoan an

Engiish meychane for the bl uunce
Ietter bBad to pay thite a8 much for
hail the matier The present adinby-
Itigtion belicving that these ineqgonils

ey represenod o Fostiain. upol the
tieedom of buth pocial and cununer-
lad antercourse itk Great  Britaln

tesotved o amend  the anomaly, and
our representaling at the recent Postal
¥ * 14 Lundon d thut
Canada was in favour of Penny Post-
age through all the Queen's Jomine
lona as & Lroad ni .adure of Imperial
policy. The Cunadian offer wis ut
v welcomed and reclprocated  and
frem Christmas day voward the Im-
p» rial penny wili rule the seas.  Nor
W there Much reason to doubd that
the precedent set Ly Canada, already
followed by South Africa. will prove
a vivitying example which Lefure long
wili fead the Empire, and make jostal
conmmunication between A/l its mem-
bers as cheap and as easy as it 18 to-
day betwten one Canadian town and
apcther. I for one, belleve that this
treelng the  cunuuunicattons o the
Eawpire. This atolitlon of a postal tn-
equallty which in effect was g pro-
tective tarify for the commerce of the
forelgner. s destined to have

FAR-REACHING TEFFECTS UPON

THE DESTINIES

of the MNuminton. The want of Can.
ada in fleld, and forest, and sireany,
and mine, s men to work the wealth
with which nature has endowea her
A hundred rivers are now running
waste to the sea, just Lecauss hands
are wanting to harness the power
which some day will set In nwtion &
thousand busy industries in every cor-
ner of the land. While riches be.
yond the dreams of avarice await the
coming of labour to wouo them {rom
the hosom of the rocks, the value of
our forests will be doubled when they
cease to Le rolitudes. Turn 10 the
great plaine of the West. and you will
see uncounted acres now abandoned
to the antelope and the prairie-dog
which want only the touch of the hu-
mun hand to Lreak into plenty, and
to become a land flowing with milk
and honey. Al that is needed to un-
able Canada to take her right place
among the foremost countrles of the
world 18 the populution necessary for
the proper development of her mag-
nificent resources, 1 suppose we are

llll

LoNa THE WHALVES OB
QUEBEC,
there e fead ot the qrat of all the
WeRt, and (arcy It without buans ahipe
WeNt 1y the port® of baurope  Surely,
on the face of 1L, It 1t & thing not to
beoendured that while Quebes 12 ace
tunily 600 ntlvs dDearer to Liverpool
than I8 New York f wo neasure by
hme. Quebee {8 thvo  days  further
away. In 4 den commerce 1t 18
time that e un  and 1ot distance. and
The standard of measurement s not
the mile but the hour  The son and
the river on the Capadiaa route are
all right: what 13 wanted 18 a fester
gervice.  To provide a fasier Hne and
&0 Rive to Quebec and Moutrea) the
Advantages which their smtuation on
the St. Lawrence s .2 to claim for
them, m o poblem which the Guverns
ment undertakes o solve, and, gen-
temen, yo may rest wasured  that
baving put thelr hands to the plough
they are not In the (eunt likely elther
1) pruse or look back.  In Justies o
my colleaguen. howsver, I nust not
let schemen even of the immediate
future overshadow or wnake us une
mindfui of what Is “weing done in the
present, Even 1€ we « wuld put vergels
of the Dewest and ruwittes type on the
Belle Iske tute to-morrow the capa-
eltles of Quiner ag 4 freight loading
port would still rapailn  undeveleged
and nsuficleli. and an «verwhelming
proportion ©f the produce of the Cara-
Man North-West vonid still coni-nue
1o gn to Burope through alien ports.
We got holl of the right end of the
silek when we undertook, firet of all,
to fmprove the water communl-ations
above Montreal, vonnecting it with the
Great Lakes. .\s you Xnow, enorinous
sums of money have been spent ‘n
deepening the Walland canal, hut un-
fortunately, just us the strength of
the chain Is the strength of Itr weak~
est link, 80 the usefulnesr of a canal,
os u petl!
I8 the uscfuluess of itx shallowest sec-
tion, To get a depth of fourteen feet
between Lake Lrle and Lake Ontarlo,
was a futlle thing It you were gomg
to leave the canuls abave Montreal
with a depth of oniy nine feet, DBarges
can now use the Welland Canal which
have a grain-carrying capscity
FIVE TIMES AS GREAT

us those which can go through the
waternways of the 8t. Lawrence rapids,
hut It is u paper advantage onty, for
the neck of the hottle is still to be
passed.  To give all the cannls A uni-
form depth, therefore, was a work
which lad to be undertaken hetore the
millicne of money poured into the Wel-
land canal could be made to fructify.
Ttat work I8 now In hand, and Is he

=)l agregd that no are | ing
more déslrable than those from th)
old land, it only because the pro-

cess of educating them to become good
Canadians Is comparatlvely short. If
it bte true then that the great need
of Canada ls the filling of the land, and
If gossible with people from Creat
Britain and Ircland, It certaluly fol-
luws that the quesilon of [mperlal
penny postage has an Intimate and
obvious bearing upon the prosperity of
the Domlinlon, The most effective emi-
gration Mterature In the world are the

LETTERS OF THE CONTENTED
SETTLER,
simple tales of peace and happiness
and successful work sent from the new
homes to the old. Was It a wise
policy which In the past presumed
upon this feeling of family affection
to levy a tax upon it through the Post
Office, and so b )|

pressed to completion,
But we have not made the iistake
0t deepening the canals only to find
that our object Is frustrated because
the ports of Montrea] and Quebec are
not equipped for handling and storing
the additional quantity of frelght,
Hand In hand with the work uron the
cantls has gone the {usk of preparing
these ports tor the new demands upon
them. And Is it too manguine = view
of the i L
&8 we do, belleve, that the route cf the
8t. Lawrence can be made cheager
than that through Buffalo and New
York. we look forward to ihe time
when on the hreaat of the natlonal
river shall Le borne to the sen wot
only the produce of the farms of Can-
ada, but alxo a llon's share of the traf-
fle from Duluth and Chicago ?

At any rate, gentlemen, you may
take It that to unfetter and «xtend

tion within the ‘Emplre, that to-day
not one letter a year per head of the
people of Canada goes back 1o the
old land 7 We et any rate thought
it & bad policy, bad fur England and
bad for Canada, and 20 swept away
an impost which pressed with special
severity upon the pcor, and made
them sufter in exact proportion to the
love they bore to the friends they had
left. For my part I belleve that when
the history of the closiug vears of the
19th century comea to be written, It
will be recognised that not the least
of its achlevements Was this frecing
of the letters of the Emplre from an
unequal tax, and assuredly it is & re-
form with which the Government pre-
sided over by Sir Wiltrid Laurier is
proud to bo assoclated. But there
s another bra.ich of thia general ques-
tion of the trade 1
cation of the country which has earn-
estly engaged the attention °f the
Government. We want to keep for
s the of ¢ d

fcods whether travelling Ly sea or rall.
Apart from the importent

as & barrier keeping
apart, and may beconie not only 8
burden but an actual discrimination
agalnst & particular nation. “onsaider
the reapactive positions of an English
and an American nerchant having
Uuniness relations with Canada. The
American can send an vunce latter to
Canada for two cents, and rocelve a
letter of the sarne weight in reply for
three cents. The Englishman for an
ounce letter to Canada has to pay
ten cents, and his correspondent has
to pay a8 much to send a similar let-
ter In reply. Th: letter and reply
cost In the American case five cents,
and in the case of the Eng'ishman
twenty cents. Have you ever reflected
that this, in fact, amounts to a
DISCRIMINATION AGAINS®T GREAT
BRITAIN
of exactly four hundred pep cent? A
of four hundred par
cent. agalust the Mother Country as
witt the of the
United States every thma an ounce letter
and reply were sent bdetween Hngland
and Cansde—was that the way to draw
the peopies clower, or promote a rolley
of Imperial unity ? Hven when peo-
ple on both sides of the Atiantic care-
fully kept their letters down to the
half ounce weight the discrimination

‘tle from the hand of man

considcration of the carrler's prefits,
it 13 clearly impossible a8 long as our
grain and frult and cheese go abroad
through American poris for us to pre-
servo thelr separste ldeutity In the
markets of Great Drita'n.  Our rgri-
cultural exports will never command
the price over sees whick: thelr uatur-
al cxcellence entitles them to  until
they ceame 10 be confunded and con-
fused in the public mind with afetfor
and possibly adulterated articles pro-
duced elsewhere. And what oppor-
tunities are ours! Whenever was &
people endowed with #0 royal & water-
way as the 8t. Lawrence provides for
us? At Quebec, 846 miles from tho
Eates of Canada at Belie Isle, a dosen
Great Emsterns could ride at anchor
in perfeot safety. At Montreal, 18
mites further up the river, we are still
orly at the beginning of the wondertul
chain of water-ways which asking 1it-
stretch
right itito the heart of the continent.

NATURE HAR BRFN PRODIGAL

in her goodness to Canads, and clam-
orously invites us to use and improve
the means she has placed In our hands,
Certainly theére 1s no permanent rea-
®on why In the near future the Jargest
freight ships afioat should not

the rerce of Canada Is the first
purpose and the dearest wish of your
Government ot to-day.

——t e
Norway sid Sweden May Fight,

Onztetianta, Nov., 80.—The tension
belween Norway and Sweden is inoreas-
ing. Bitter feeling between the two
oountries wet cansed t3 Norway's re
mo‘;;l of the emblem o! the Swedish
un|

ly snggested by newspapers,
mrhnhmmwmvdm
of the iwo nations. ~ There has beea &
uotable increase of forte oo both sides of
the boundary. The Norwegians olalm
they must sssert their indepsndence.
Oid Raglsad's Plog, v, Br. A, W. Chase
The virtaes of Dr. Chase's remedies
are known the woeld over and like old
Eoglaod's flsg the sun on them never

Dr, Ohbsee's Ointment, Kidney-Liver
Plils, Cures, Syrap of Lin




